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Further Correspondence respecting Afghanistan. 


Part IX. 


[N 3449/10/97] No. 1. 

Mr. Gould to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 3.) 

(No. 55.) 

Sir, Kabul, June 4, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to thiB Legation 
for the week ending the 2nd June, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

B. J. GOULD. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 


Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

June 2, 1928. 

1. Military. 


(a.) ALL three battalions of the 2nd Regiment of the 1st Division (the three kundaks 
of the 2nd Ghund of the 1st Firqa) have left Kabul for Gardez. It is believed that this 
move is either a peaceful demonstration of troops or else a relief, as there is no 
information of any trouble in the Khost area to warrant such a reinforcement of the 
existing garrison. 

(b.) The Household Cavalry (Shahi Risala) have left Kabul for Kandahar. This 
move is in anticipation of the return of King Amanulla viS Herat and Kandahar. 

(c.) The Jalalabad garrison have, as usual, moved up to Waziri for the summer, 
where they are accommodated in tents. The G.O.C. of the Division is on tour in the 
Kunar Valley and intends to inspect all garrisons up to the Chitral frontier, returning 
via Kahi and Achin in the Shinwari country. 

{d.) A varied collection of war material has been purchased by King Amanulla 
during his visit to Europe. This is aptly described by a member of the Turkish 
military mission as the “ Afghan Military Museum.” As the majority of the material 
consists of guns, some difficulty is being experienced in getting them to Kabul on 
account of the lack of communications and transport. The British military attache was 
approached by the Afghan War Office on the question of purchase, for this purpose, of 
artillery draught animals from the army in India. This matter is now under reference 
and consideration. 
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2 Aviation. 

(a.) No flights have taken place from the Kabul aerodrome during the past week. 

On the 1st June three D.H.9a’s and a postal Junker arrived in Kabul from Termez. 

(b.) Of the new aeroplanes which are expected by the Afghan Government from 
Russia, thirteen are now in Kabul; one crashed at Parachinar and one burnt en route 
Tashkent to Termez. 

3. British Subjects . 

(a.) Mr. T. E. Munday, general manager of Barker and Hooper (Coach Builders, 
India) (Limited), and who represents Rolls Royce and Fiat cars, arrived in Kabul on 
the 28th May for a stay of a few days on business. He is living at the Wali Hotel. 

( b .) The Legation bodyguard, which has for the past three years consisted of one 
N.C.O. and ten men of Hodson’s Horse, left Kabul on relief on the 28th May. The 
new bodyguard of the same strength, supplied by the Central India Horse, arrived in 
Kabul on the 26th May. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) Americans. —A gentleman who describes himself as a Mr. Fleming, arrived in 
Kabul by air on the 1st June. He states that he is an American citizen who has been 
staying in Tehran for some time ; travelled to Meshed, thence to Tashkent via 
Askabad. He flew from Tashkent to Termez, where he stayed five days before leaving 
for Kabul. He possesses two letters of credit but has no cash, in fact his passport and 
papers are pledged with the Air Office in Kabul against his fare from Termez— 
£16 10s. He has called at the British Legation and his case is being enquired into. 

(b.) Italians. —The following Italians have arrived in Kabul:— 

Alberto Civaliere Ineveziate de Mario (colonel of artillery, retired). 

Cafiero (captain of engineers). 

Rasnardi (engineer). 

Piere (radio-telegraphist). 

They are at present somewhat hampered by their entire lack of knowledge of the 
language. It is understood that the terms of their agreements are not very favourable 
as regards pay. 

Turks.—-Very little comment has yet been heard regarding the raising of the 
Turkish Legation in Kabul to the status of an Embassy. The fact has not yet become 
generally known and the only criticism so far heard is to the effect that this will mean 
that Afghanistan will follow more closely in the footsteps of Turkey ; particularly as 
regards the vexed question of the abolition of the purdah. This question is now a chief 
topic of conversation in Afghanistan, or at least in Kabul. The Turkish Ambassador 
will be ipso facto doyen of the Diplomatic Corps. 

It is rather extraordinary that the Turks are probably more unpopular than 
any other foreigners in Kabul. This is due to the fact that the Turk in Government 
employ draws very high pay which is resented by the Afghan who considers himself as 
efficient as the Turk ; also, of course, to their present-day unorthodox observance of 
Islam. 

5. Afghans. 

(a.) Ukhtus Siraj, commonly known as Hijira, wife of Muhammed Yunus Khan 
(W.W. 863) and daughter of Amir Abdur Rahman Khan, died in Kabul on the 
16th May. 

(b.) The Eid was celebrated in Kabul on the 30th and 31st May. On account of 
the absence of the King, no official functions were held and the prayers at the mosque, 
though well attended, was not the usual spectacular affair. 

6. Education. 

An evening class for the teaching of foreign languages is now established in 
Kabul. The fee is 5 rupees (Afghani) per mensem. The present number of students 
are— 

English—No. 1 Class... ... ... ... ••• 35 

English—No. 2 Class... ... ... ... ... 45 

French ... ... ... ... ... ... 30 

German ... ... ... ... ... ... 16 

Russiau .., ... ... ... ... ... 20 


3 


7. Communications. 

(a.) Wireless .—Eighteen wireless receiving sets have been imported by the 
Ministry of Education. It is intended to issue one to each school in Kabul. It is 
difficult to understand what educational purpose these will serve and how they will be 
used. 

(b.) Telegraphs .—The Russian telegraph party who are linking up the Herat line 
to Kandahar, having constructed the line from Kandahar to the Helmund, stopped 
work on account of the hot weather and left Kandahar for Kabul on the 28th May. 

8. Works and Buildings. 

Work on the road at the Darunta Gorge, through which the Kabul River flows 
6 miles west of Jalalabad, has been stopped for the summer The German engineers 
in charge and the pioneer party have left for Kabul. It is estimated that this road, 
known as the German road from Jalalabad to Kabul, will cost an average of 
100,000 rupees (Kabuli) per mile, including soling and metalling. The plans allow for 
no gradient steeper than 1 in 17, and no curve of less than 100-metre radius. 

9. Afghan Press. 

The “ Aman-i-Afghan,” dated the 28th May, is almost entirely taken up with a 
description of the arrangements for the reception of King Amanulla on his return from 
Europe. This reception iB being arranged for the last week in June and the King is 
expected to return via Herat and Kandahar. If the arrangements are carried out in 
accordance with the published programme, His Majesty will certainly receive an unique 
welcome. 


10. Miscellaneous. 

The new hotel in Kabul, “ The Wali," situated opposite the cinema, is much in 
advance of any hotel yet established in Afghanistan. The bedrooms, of which there 
are sixteen, are all clean, well-carpeted and furnished. It boasts electric light and 
bells and the flush system of sanitation. Being as good as the usual type of hotel in 
Persia, it fulfils a long-felt want for Europeans and others who visit Kabul on business. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 3451/2/97] No. 2. 

Mr. Parr to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 3.) 

(No. 294.) 

Sir, Tehran , June 16, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that their Majesties the King and Queen of 
Afghanistan arrived in Persia on their visit of ceremony to His Majesty the Shah on 
Wednesday, the 6th June. 

2. Tneir Majesties were accompanied by Her Royal Highness Princess 
Nur-ul-Siraj, Princess Hurya Tarzi, Her Majesty Mudireh Sahibah (mother of Her 
Majesty), Her Royal Hignness Sultan Jahan (the 8-year old daughter of His 
Majesty), Prince Mohammad Hassan Khan, his Excellency Gholam Sadiq Khan 
(Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs), Mohammad Yaqub Khan (Minister of Court), 
Shir Ahmed Khan, and Abdul Ahad Khan (Governor of Jalalabad). The names of 
the remaining members of the suite and others who accompanied the Royal party to 
Persia are given in the first enclosure to this despatch. 

3. Their Majesties were met at Pahlavi (Enzeli) by the Minister of Court 
(Taimourtache),the Grand Master of Ceremonies (Ghaffari), General of Division Vali 
Khan (Serdar Homayun), and General Fazlullah Khan Zahidi, commander of the 
army in Gilan. The day spent in Pahlavi was occupied in sightseeing, but a heavy 
downpour of rain lasting the whole day somewhat marred the proceedings. 

4. On the 7th June the Royal party proceeded to Resht, which was profusely 
decorated with triumphal arches. The crowds lining the streets enthusiastically- 
cheered and showered flowers on their Majesties, who were obviously impressed with 
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the warmth of their welcome, the J^Srltef^fromtle ’Kfog^I went to a 

time At Resht the Queen and her suite separat manner but wore a 

Srent garden. Her Majesty was not “ the “rthodos ^ drove 

thin game veil faffing around her head from a 1E p ddreas director to 

S!e3SS*^” STleches tern *» second enclosure to 

this despatch gth June theii Maje8tie9 arrived at Karvin. which was also decorated 

and where the welcome was again most enthus astic f Tehran. His 

aDd T On Saturday, the 9th, theirmiles from the city, 
Roval Highness the Crown Prince met , . , 0 f Tehran, where His Majesty 

aXcccVmed them to a garden‘ on the outs^ ' s of the army, was 
ih p Shah together with the Cabinet q - „ , vas received at the same time 

waiting to r Jeive them. Her Majesty of some light refreshment, 

in another garden by the- P t midday m motor cars for Niaveran Palace, 

drove in State carriages through a part 


in anotner gaiucu « , j. ^^dav in motor cars ior * 7 '” 

the two Queens ana their suite left _ oflrriaees through a part of the town, 
white the Shah and the King drove “ ^mX to Niaverln PaVe. The Palace 
changing later into motor cars ^^‘^aelice of the ex-Shah Ahmed, had been 
of Niaveran (Sahib Keranieh), tne sum Afghan Sovereign, 

repaired and put into order for the abode o reception of their Majesties forms 

repaired ^ f the P™g r ^ carried out entirely as 

the third enclosure to this despatch. Tsp g ion the Diplomatic Corps 

~— uy served a q 

t0 10 8 The Tehran press has contained 
^^“nfofficialvLS has.now been 

smoothly and without a hitch. It is too > ^ through gradually after the 

ouarters held of the visit, and these will c>nly | 0 wever, has shown 

departure of the Royal guests The ^ acc i a imed both King and Queen on 

what he thinks about it, and he ba- Afghan Sovereigns have endeared themselve 

every available occasion. Both of ^Swmlete W of arrogance or pride to 

hv their sviH-pathy, their affability ion*? crescendo of applause and 

Se popSe of tehran. Their stay h^n long ran and F ,L country 

■friPTidlmess They have gone about alo , , u j everywhere they have been 
SKSSSid, the^King olten driving -crowd. It must 
• Sreeted with a warmth of feeling quite extraordm try to be kind and gracious 

f e said that the Sovereigns have almost gone ou the comparisons ^etween 

to the most humble, and the public have not bam A ^ Afghan Monarch and the 
the apparently innate Shah. Little stories are 

usual sullen bearing and scowling ^ureot iven by certain members of 

already circulating of some sound, , d S f regs has been laid on the speech 

the Afghan suite to His Majesty ^^Ve from Sghan.stan, when he told his 
-made bv King Amanullah on his de P art first and foremost, to learn things 

people that the object of his journey to Ei^ P returned. The Shah has been in a 
which would be of benefit to his people whe tke Afghan Sovereign, more 

vile temper on more than one occasion du |^® t r y in t h e Farmanieh Palace, when 
especially at the dinner given ^ ^^ughto take a wrong turning in the 

His Majesty’s chauffeur was unfortuna °Jj? yed late but W as compelled to walk 
uarrow country road, and the Shah Y Ministers for the bad arrangements and 


il£S2 of weicome from the puhiio and 

10 The Queen has come in for her lair sna nveiled in the streets has 

“ d gra °“ have . q 

captured the hearts of the Tehranis. bave been invited to all the dinners 

P 11. The heads of mission*,, vnth ttar , none of them, not even at the 
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12. The Royal guests leave Tehran to-day for Meshed and the Afghan frontier 
by motor car. King Amanullah has bestowed on Reza Shah the Order of the 
“ Almar-al-Ala,” and has received in exchange a “high Persian order.” King 
Amanullah has also received from the Government a tea service in gold. 

13. It is not yet certain how their Majesties will proceed after reaching the 
Afghan frontier. It is probable that they will motor as far as Herat, where it is 
possible that the aeroplanes coming from Germany may arrive in time to convey at 
any rate some of the party to their destination via Kandahar. 

14. I am sending copies of this despatch and of its enclosures to the Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India and to His Majesty’s High Commissioner for 
Iraq. 

I have, &c. 

R. C. PARR. 


> >- i ■ v-i i.i ■ ij— iii 

Enclosure 1 in No. 2. 

Habibullah Khan : Under-Secretary, Ministry of War. 

Cholam Yahya Khan : Secretary-General to Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
Mohammed Amin Khan : Director, Cypher Department. 

Abdul Fattah Khan : Brother of Her Majesty. 

Mirza Mohammed Khan : Afghan representative in Moscow. 

M. Tewfik Bey: Turkish Ambassador in Moscow. 

Ahmed Bey : Son of late Jemal Pasha. 

Gholam Reza Khan Nourzad : Persian Charge d’Affaires in Moscow. 

Zia Humayun : King’s Private Secretary. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 

Your Majesty, 

THE municipality of Resht, in the name of the citizens, congratulates and 
welcomes the arrival of your Imperial Majesties, and begs most humbly your Majesty 
to look upon the city of Resht as one of the most sincere and devoted centres for the 
greatness and prosperity of your Majesty, and hopes your Majesty will have a special 
favour for this city. The nation of Persia respects your Majesty, who is one of the 
closest sovereigns to Persia, and who is as one of the Persian family, and hopes that 
your good attitude with regard to the advancement and reforms in Afghanistan 
may achieve complete success. We hope the progress and greatness of the nation 
of Afghanistan and the unity between the nations of Persia and your Majesty's 
nation may be soon realised according to your Majesty’s desires, and that your 
Majesty may be the first sovereign to establish the relations between the two nations 
upon an unshakable and strong basis. Long live your Imperial Majesty! 

The King then entered the municipality and went directly to the hall where 
he was served with tea and sweets, and after a few minutes His Majesty faced 
the officials and began to speak about the necessity of unity between the Persian and 
the Afghan nations. He said : “1 was earnestly waiting for the day when I should 
see this country.” 


Enclosure 3 in No. 2. 

Programme for the Arrival and the Period during which His Majesty the King of 
Afghanistan will stay in Tehran. 

Saturday, Khurdad 19 (June 9).—At 6 a.m. His Majesty will leave Kazvin for, 
Tehran. 

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, the Chamberlain of His Royal Highness, 
Amir Lashgar Khoda Yar Khan, Amir Lashgar Jala-er, Sartip Bozarjomehr, Sartip 
Daraghi and four adjutants of His Royal Highness will meet His Majesty at Karaj. 

His Majesty and suite will stop at Karaj to change into uniform, and Her 
Majesty the Queen of Afghanistan will arrive directly at the garden assigned 
outside the Kazvin Gate for her arrival, where Her Majesty the Queen Pahlavi will 
receive her. 








His Majesty and the Crown Prince will then move to Tehran in the same motor 
car. 

His Imperial Majesty the Shah will wait for the arrival of His Majesty in the 
garden outside the Kazvin Gate, and the Ministers, President of the National 
Assembly, the Amir Lash gars present in Tehran, His Majesty’s private secretary,. 
Acting Chief of the General Staff and the Governor-General of Tehran will attend. 
The President of the Majlis will wear black dress, and others will have salaam dress 
(uniform). 

His Majesty the Shah will meet the King on his arrival at the gate of the 
garden. On the arrival of the King three rounds will be fired. Subsequently their 
Majesties will pass in review the guard of honour together, and will go to the tent 
pitched for them, where their Majesties will introduce their suites to each other. 
After taking tea, their Majesties will ride in the Royal six-horse carriage, and their 
suites will ride in other carriages arranged for them. The Head of Court Carriages 
and the Master of the Stables will ride on horses on each side of the carriage. Four 
adjutants and a mounted escort will accompany the carriage as follows:— 

Twenty police agents and twenty road guards in front. 

Twenty cavalry behind. 

His Majesty will arrive in the city rrom the Kazvin Gate and will pass through 
the Amirieh and Pahlavi Streets. He will alight from the carriage at the end of 
the latter street and will enter a motor car. At the end of Pahlavi Street, where 
His Majesty will change from his carriage into a motor car, a mounted guard of 
honour will be present. On the sides of the road the infantry will be drawn up in 
line, and the police agents and cavalry will be posted on the route from Tehran to 
Sahib Keranieh. On arrival of the King at Sahib Keranieh the band will play the 
Afghan Anthem and the military guard will present arms. The Shah, after a shorty 
stay in Sahib Keranieh will return to Saadabad Palace. On the same day the King 
and his suite will pay a visit to His Majesty in Saadabad in full uniform. 

Sunday , June 10.—At 10 a.m. the Diplomatic Corps will be introduced to His 
Majesty the King in Sahib Keranieh by the Master of Ceremonies. 

At 5 p.m. the Ministers, and at 6 the President of the Majlis, will be received 
in audience. At 8-30 dinner will be served in Saadabad Palace. 

Monday, June 11.—At 5 p.m. their Majesties will go to Eshratabad Barracks 
and will attend a military parade. At 9 p.m. dinner will be served in the 
municipality. 

Tuesday, June 12.—At 9 a.m. their Majesties will visit the municipal institution. 
At 5 p.m. they will go to the Majlis and will pay a visit to the establishments of the 
Majlis. At 9 p.m. the Prime Minister will give a dinner in Farmanieh. 

Wednesday, June 13.—At 9 a.m. their Majesties will visit the public instruction 
organisations, and at 5 p.m. they will visit the military school. 

Thursday, June 14.—In the morning the public health institutions will be 
visited. At 8-30 p.m. His Majesty the King will give a dinner in Sahib Keranieh. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 2. 

THE weekly “ Toufan ” in editorial, alluding to the arrival of King Amanullah 
to Persia, says :— 

“We also, in our turn, offer our congratulations on the arrival of our new guests,, 
and we take this historical visit of the King and Queen to Persia as a good omen 
for the sacred ideal of the unity of oriental countries. 

“ Persia and Afghanistan are united in every respect, and there is no difference 
from the point of view of history, language and literature, and the national character 
of the two nations.” (Here the paper quotes records of the history of Persia and 
Afghanistan, and brings evidence to show that the two nations and countries have' 
always been as one, and that they share the honour and pride of the history of 
“ Iran.”) 

“ The Afghanistan of to-day is a memorial of the bravery and efforts of Ahmed 
Shah Derani, Amir Habibullah Khan, and the present King; it is one of the Aryan 
and Persian-speaking countries which, from its geographical situation and by its 
national character, will play an important role in the future of the East. We hope 
that as a consequence of the famous speech delivered by His Majesty the King of 







Afghanistan on the eve of his departure from Afghanistan, the different communities 
of that country will throw aside creed and sect dissensions and prove themselves one 
nation. May the nation of Afghanistan enter upon the path of civilisation, and the 
■desire of the King be realised for the unity of the Mohammedan, Kafers, Hizareh, 
•and other sects. 

“ Afghanistan, like Persia, is one of the gates to India, and the colonising kings 
of the world, such as Darius the Achemenian, Alexander the Great of Macedonia, 
Mahmoud of Ghazna, Taimour the Lame, Nadir Shah, &c., have always entered the 
land of treasure, i.e., India, through that gate. Undoubtedly, in future, too, those 
who are craving for India will look upon the two gates leading to that country— 
Persia and Afghanistan—with a covetous eye. Therefore any policy which is liable 
to bring about disturbances or convulsion in the Middle East, or which may, on the 
other hand, be advantageous to the interests of the Middle East, will affect equally 
these two countries (Persia and Afghanistan) who carry the keys of the gates of 
India. They share equally the benefits and the detriments without any difference 
whatever. In future war or peace these two countries, which are in harmony in 
every way, and which can mingle with each other, and can be friends and brothers 
•of each other, must co-operate and put into action the political machine of the Middle 
East with reciprocal material and spiritual assistance. 

“ The importance of being of the same race and of having the same language 
is to-day far greater than it was before. In addition, the two nations have got 
the same interests in their political destinies. We therefore hope that Persia and 
Afghanistan will in future play the most important roles in the destiny of the Middle 
East. The hand of the Shah which pressed the hand of the King is tantamount to 
the hand of the nation of Persia which pressed the hand of the nation of Afghanistan. 
We hope that in consequence of the meeting of these two strong hands rumours of 
prosperity and of the greatness of the two nations will soon be heard everywhere 
in the world.” 
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No. 3. 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Gould (Kabul). 

(No. 126.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 5,1928. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 65 of the 7th May last, describing the visit 
to this country of the King and Queen of Afghanistan, I have to inform you that 
their Majesties left London for Paris on Thursday, the 5th April, and after a brief 
stay in that city proceeded on the 9th April to Berlin, where His Majesty underwent 
an operation in the throat. These second visits to France and Germany were 
unofficial, and His Majesty appears to have done little of interest in either country, 
beyond taking a flight while m Germany in the Junkers aeroplane presented to him 
by the German Government during his previous visit, and discussing with the Junkers 
Company the possibility of establishing air routes in Afghanistan. After leaving 
Germany their Majesties paid a visit to Warsaw, which lasted from the 29th April 
to the 2nd May, and is described in Sir William Erskine’s despatch No. 183 of the 
2nd May, and on the 3rd May arrived in Moscow for an official visit to the Govern¬ 
ment of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. A visit which was at one time to 
have been paid to Riga did not take place. 

2. The following description of their Majesties’ visit to the Soviet Union, the 
•arrangements for which were probably made by Sokolnikov, since Mme. Stark only, 
and not M. Stark himself, came home for the visit, is mainly based upon accounts 
which have appeared in the press. 

Upon their arrival at the Soviet frontier on the 2nd May, the King and Queen 
were met by M. Karakhan (Assistant Commissar for Foreign Affairs in charge of 
Eastern questions) and Mme. Karakhan, who were attached to them throughout the 
visit, and by the Afghan Minister. They reached Moscow the following morning, 
and were met at the Alexander Station by M. Kalinin (President of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), M. Chicherin 
(Commissar for Foreign Affairs), M. Voroshilov (Commissar for War), M. Litvinov 
(Assistant Commissar for Foreign Affairs), and other high officials, but not, 
apparently, either by M. Stalin or M. Bukharin, neither of whom played any part 
in the subsequent ceremonies. Mme. Kalinin and Mme. Kollontai (the Soviet 
Minister to Norway, who was specially attached to the Queen), were also present, as 


[M. 

MS 


I m 


18 















well as the wives of various other officials and members of the Afghan colony. After 
inspecting the cavalry and infantry guards of honour, the King drove with 
M. Kalinin and M. Karakhan to the Kremlin, the Queen driving separately with 
Mme. Kollontai. After an official luncheon and reception at tne Kremlin, their 
Majesties visited the Lenin Mausoleum, where the King placed a wreath, and the 
Moscow Soviet, and later the King held a reception of the Diplomatic Corps. That 
evening M. Kalinin gave a banquet followed by a reception in the palace formerly 
owned by M. Vtorov, a rich textile manufacturer. Their Majesties and some of 
their suite were lodged in a house formerly belonging to M. Kharitonenko, a wealthy 
sugar manufacturer, and the remainder of the suite in a house formerly belonging to 
M. Savva Morozov, another wealthy textile manufacturer. 

Their Majesties remained in Moscow until the 9th May, and during that time 
paid visits to the Kremlin, the Lenin Institute, Moscow University, the Peasants’ 
Home, and many other institutions. They also attended a trotting race meeting 
and a gala performance at the opera. On the day of their departure they visited 
the military academy and witnessed some field exercises, in which tanks and 
aeroplanes were engaged, in the neighbourhood of Moscow. A second banquet 
followed by a concert was given by M. Kalinin on the 4th May, at which heads of 
missions were present; while what appears to have been a very sumptuous entertain¬ 
ment was given a day or two later by the Afghans at the Grand Hotel for officials of 
the Commissariats of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade. 

The King and Queen reached Leningrad on the 10th May and remained there 
until the 13th May, when they left for the Crimea. They were lodged at the 
Winter Palace, and were accompanied by M. Voroshilov, as well as by M. and 
Mme. Karakhan. In addition to visits to the Hermitage Museum, Detskoe-Selo 
(Tsarskoe-Selo), the Academy of Science, &c., they attended some manoeuvres by the 
Baltic Fleet at Kronstadt and were shown over the battleship “Marat.” Their 
Majesties reached the Crimea on the 15th May, and three days later left Sebastopol 
for Constantinople in the Turkish steamer “ Izmir. ’ ’ 

3. The Soviet Government seem to have spared no effort to receive King 
Amanulla in a manner which they thought would please him. The city of Moscow 
was profusely decorated (the decorations being no doubt none the less effective because 
they were originally put up for the May Day celebrations), and the troops of two 
divisions are said to have been massed at the Alexander Station and along the route 
to the Kremlin. A species of court was formed round the King and Queen, Afghan 
decorations were freely worn, and in spite of some preliminary difficulties and heart 
searchings (such as the discovery that much of the furniture had been stolen from 
the Kharitonenko Palace, which is now a museum; the necessity of explaining to 
the public the departure from Communist tradition in thus honouring a crowned 
Head, and the problem of finding a relatively non-committal form of address, which 
was eventually solved by the choice of the title “ Padishah ”), there seems, generally, 
no reason to doubt that the effect produced, if not dazzling was at any rate adequate. 
The Soviet officials are said to have been awkward and ill at ease while receiving the 
King, while the attitude of the Moscow crowds is described as having been curious 
and interested, but not enthusiastic. 

4. The gifts made to the King comprised, according to various reports, four 
tractors, two aeroplanes, two tanks, a sabre, a dagger and a set of plate for 
seventy-five persons, formerly the property of the Yusupoff family; and those to the 
Queen of a rifle, a tea service and a set of dolls showing the costumes of the Soviet 
Union. A report that M. Chicherin intended to present to the Queen a diadem 
formerly belonging to the Tsarina has not been confirmed. 

5. Very little has been published about the political results of the visit, and 
full information is more likely to be available in Kabul than here. It would be a 
mistake to attach too much importance to the stories of the King having been 
“disillusioned” and the Soviet Government “disappointed” as a result of their 
encounter, or of the embarrassment which Soviet officials are supposed to have felt 
at the King’s searching enquiries into the state'of their country. Apart from the 
cordial messages of thanks sent by the King and by Ghulam Sadiq Khan on their 
departure, there are indications that the King was, on the whole, gratified by his 
reception, although there are no means of judging how far the Soviet Government 
were successful in impressing him with their military and economic resources as 
compared to our own. On the other hand, the King declined to attend or to be 
represented at the ceremony of presenting to the Red army forty-nine aeroplanes 
purchased by public subscription as the Soviet Union’s “ Answer to Chamberlain 


this ceremony, which had been postponed so as to take place during His Majesty’s 
visit, was consequently again postponed until after his departure. 

6. The long -drawn out negotiations for the Soviet-Afghan Commercial Treaty, 
which both sides seemed to have expected would be signed during the visit, made no 
apparent progress, in spite of the fact that Abdul Hadi Khan came to Moscow with 
the express purpose—ostensibly—of concluding the negotiations. A private report 
states that Ghulam Sadiq Khan said in an interview that further consideration would 
be necessary before any treaty was signed, in view of the dissimilarity of industrial 
conditions in the two countries. 

7. A report appeared in the press that the Soviet Government had proposed 
to King Amanulla a military alliance between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and Afghanistan, which the King had flatly refused. The Soviet Government 
immediately denied that any such proposal had been made. 

8. It was anticipated, as you will be aware, that the Soviet Government might 
induce a number of Indians resident on Soviet territory to come to Moscow and lay 
before King Amanulla their grievances against the British Empire. If this scheme 
was carried out, it was not reported in the press, nor has any report appeared of the 
King having come in contact with genuine Indian Communists. 

9. The text of the speeches exchanged at the banquet given by M. Kalinin have 
already been published in the Afghan press, and are included in Kabul despatch 
No. 41 of the 14th May last. 

I am, &c. 

AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN. 


[N 3548/10/97] No. 4. 

Mr. Gould to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. 57.) 

Sir, Kabul, June 11, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to this Legation 
for the week ending the 9th June, 192S. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

B. J. GOULD. 


Enclosure in No. 4. 

Diary of the Military Attache, Kabul, for the Week ending June 9, 1928. 

1. Military. 

Ghund Mishar Saiyid Abdulla Khan, brother of the present officiating Under¬ 
secretary for War and himself a former officiating Chief of Staff, has returned to 
Kabul. He was in charge of a batch of Afghan military students, whom he handed 
over to the Turkish military authorities, but did not himself undergo training. 

2. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week 

June 2 .—A D.H.9A and a Junker arrived in Kabul from the north. With them 
arrived another aeroplane of a type not previously seen in Kabul, larger than a D.H.9A 
and with longer wing span. 

June 4.—Three of the newly arrived D.11.9A’s flew over Kabul in line and close 
formation for fifty minutes. 
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Later, six new D.H.9A’s flew over the city, in two formations of three each, for 
forty-five minutes. 

An old D.H.9A approached from the south-west and landed at Kabul at 7*20 a.m. 

A postal Junker left Kabul for Tashkent, piloted by Kamenski, with only one 
passenger—Otto Schmidt, of the Soviet Legation. 

(6.) All the new aeroplanes observed have been painted a dark green colour with 
black markings, “ Allah-o-Akbar ” in Arabic, underneath the wings. 

(c.) Arawatoff, the pioneer pilot of the Kabul-Tashkent air route, has recently 
returned to Kabul. 

(. d .) The Andarab Hotel in Kabul has been taken over by the Commandant of the 
Air Force as quarters for the Russian personnel at a rental of 17,000 rupees (Kabuli) 
per annum. Accommodation of sorts is available for thirty pilots and their wives. 

3. British Subjects. 

His Majesty the King-Emperor’s birthday was celebrated on the 4th June. On 
account of the absence of His Majesty King Amanulla and Sir Francis Humphrys, 
and also on account of the Minister’s house not yet having been officially opened, no 
reception was held this year. At Jalalabad the British consul entertained at dinner 
the Governor and those of the leading civil and military officials who were in Jalalabad 
at the time. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) Italians. —The duties of the four Italians who have lately arrived in Kabul 
were incorrectly stated in last week’s diary. Alberto Civaliere Ineveziate di Mario is 
a retired colonel of artillery ; Cafiero—a captain of artillery ; Rasnardi—a non-com¬ 
missioned officer who is a specialist in the repair of ordnance ; and Piere—a military 
non-commissioned officer radio telegraphist. 

(b.) Soviet.— Otto Schmidt, civil attach^ to the Soviet Legation, Kabul, left for 
Tashkent by air on the 4th June. He is taking two months | leave to undergo a cure 
for malaria. His wife remains in Kabul. 

(c.) Americans. —Mr. Fleming, American journalist who, as reported last week, 
arrived in Kabul by air on the 1st June, proposes to remain here until the'return of 
the King. He is very uncommunicative, but states that in Turkestan an intensive 
air propaganda is evident and large posters are seen everywhere extolling the 
advantages of air travel. A regular air line runs from Termez to Dushainbe. He 
complains much of the heat in Termez. 

An educated traveller with whom he conversed in Tashkent told him that there 
was much hardship in Tajikstan and Uzbegistan, where conditions were far from 
satisfactory and the people dissatisfied. Mr. Fleming appears to have been unfortunate 
in the Soviet officials whom he met. According to him the majority of these were 
very discourteous, products of the revolution who could only exist in their present 
positions under revolutionary conditions. 

5. Afghans. — General. 

It now seems that the internal situation in Afghanistan will remain quiet until the 
return of King Amanulla. In spite of laudatory articles in the local press, the 
European tour has done nothing to increase his popularity, but has in fact hud the 
opposite effect. It was anticipated that during the King’s absence the country would 
be full of rumourB of insurrections and revolutionary plots, but these have been 
unexpectedly few. The movement of 900 infantry from Kabul to Gardez, as 
reported last week, led to rumours of trouble in the Khost area. The military attache 
was, however, definitely informed by the War Office that these rumours were quite 
unfounded and that the troops were moved in the normal course of their duties. 

There is one serious cause of anxiety at present in Afghanistan : the local treasury 
in Kabul is quite empty and has exhausted all its resources. As no banking facilities 
exist, the treasury is freely made use of by local merchants and officials as the only 
place of any security in Kabul. Amounts on deposit account in the treasury can be 
remitted to any of the provincial headquarters by a paper transaction at the charge of 
1 per cent. On account of the insecurity of the roads, this meaus of transfer ot money 
is freely used throughout the country. Now that there is no money at all in the head¬ 
quarters treasury, trade is almost at a standstill and there is naturally some discontent 
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in the local bazaars. This unfortunate situation is put down entirely to the expenses 
incurred by King Amanulla in connexion with his European tour, as such a state of 
affairs has never before occurred in Kabul. It will be interesting to hear how the 
King explains the reason for his depleted treasury and what steps he takes to replenish 
it. In the meantime, Muhammed Hashim Khan, Minister of Finance, has left Kabul 
for Herat to meet the King on his arrival. 


6. Roads. 

Several motor cars have been sent from Kabul to Herat via Kandahar to meet His 
Majesty King Amanulla. It is doubtful whether the Afghans realise the difficulties of 
the Farah-Herat section, where only a camel track exists for a considerable part of the 
way. Four carB containing the King’s personal servants left Kandahar on the 3rd, 
and the Finance member on the 5th. It remains to be seen how far they will get, but 
all this draws attention to the Kandahar-Herat road, which may now be taken in hand 
and made fit for wheeled traffic. 


7. Trade. 

It is learnt from Indian merchants that the trade of Mazar-i-Sharif has been almost 
entirely captured by the Russian markets. There is now very little demand for India 
goods, which are undersold by importations from the north. The increase of Russian 
trade in this area during the past two years has been extraordinary and the situation is 
spreading to the Khanabad and Badakhshan markets. The trade in karakouli skins is 
doing especially well, as may be judged from the fact that the tukar skin, which was 
formerly valued at 50 rupees (Kabuli), is now being sold at 133 rupees (Kabuli) per 
skin. 

8. Miscellaneous. 

An accident recently occurred on the light railway which runs from Kabul to 
Dar-nl-Aman. The engine was completely overturned, one man being killed and two 
seriously injured. The driver, a British subject from Peshawar, escaped injury. 

P. C. R. DODD, Military Attache, Kabul. 


[N 3550/382/97] No. ,5. 

Lord Lloyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 9.) 

(No. 534.) 

Sir, Cairo, June 30, 1928. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 471 of the 9th June last, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith the Arabic text* of the Egypto-Afghan Treaty of Friendship 
signed on the 30th May last and of the letters exchanged by the Egyptian and Afghan 
plenipotentiaries on the same occasion. An English translation accompanies the 
Arabic text. 

2. The Governor of Kabul on the 13th June gave a dinner and reception at the 
Continental Hotel to the Cabinet and the Diplomatic Corps in honour of the signing of 
the treaty. After dinner Aly Ahmed Khan read in English a long and confused 
speech, of which I transmit a summary translation from the Arabic version which 
appeared in the local press. 0 I also transmit the speech in reply made by Wassif 
Pasha Ghali, Minister for Foreign Affairs, as reported in the “ Liberte ” of the 
14th June.* 

I have, &c. 

LLOYD, High Commissioner . 


[19117] 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 5. 

Treaty of Friendship. 

(Translation.) ^ ^ of E pt and His Majesty the King of Afghanistan. 

In view J of the historical relations and natural affinities whic ^ ^^^^reaShe 
and Afghanistan and the desire to strengthen the bonds of amit> and to increase 
friendly relations between the two countries by means of a treaty 
friendship, their Majesties have appointed the following two plenipotentiaries 

representatives :— 

On behalf of His Majesty the King of Egypt: . • 0 . 

His Excellency Wassif Boutros Ghali Pasha, Minister for Foreign Affairs , 

On behalf of His Majesty the King of Afghanistan: 

His Excellency Aly Ahmed Khan, Governor of Kabul; 

Who, after exchanging credentials and ascertaining that the latter were in due form, 
have agreed as follows :— 

Article 1. 

There shall be indestructible peace and perpetual sincere friendship between the 
two realms of Egypt and Afghanistan and their subjects. 

Article 2. 

The two parties agree that the political relations of the two States. shall he based 
on the principles of international laiv. They also agree that the ^'P ° P . | a j ( ] 

tives and officials of one State shall receive in the other State such treatment as is laid 
down by the general principles of international law, and this o 
reciprocity. 

Article 3. 

The twu parties agree to conclude between themselves, at the opportune moment, 
commercial and economic treaties. 

Article 4. 

This treatv is drawn up in Arabic and Persian. Both texts are valid. Both will 
be ratified and “the relative documents will be exchanged at Kabul as soon as possible. 
It will come into force after the exchange of ratifications. 

In confirmation of what precedes, the two plenipotentiaries have affixed their 
signatures and seals to this treaty. WASSIF BOUTROS GHALI. 

ALY AHMED. 

Cairo, May 30, 1928. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 5. 

Governor of Kabul to Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

(Translation from the Persian.) 

His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, . A FoW 

WITH reference to the Treaty of Friendship between Afghanistan and Egypt 
which has been signed by your Excellency and myself, I have the honour to call your 
attention to the fact that, in virtue of article 2 of that treaty, the representatives 
diplomatic officials of each State shall receive in the other State, on a basis 
reciprocity, the treatment prescribed by the general principles of international jaw. 

Although these principles are known, the Government of Afghanistan desnes that 
when the two countries have reached an agreement as to the establishment o 
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diplomatic representation in each country, the privileges to be enjoyed by the 
representatives and officials referred to should be as follows :— 

(a.) The right to fly the national flag on the Legation and on the residence of the 
Minister and to display the national badge on the Legation. 

( h .) Personal immunity be extended to the officials of the Legation mentioned 
below and their families :— 

The Minister Plenipotentiary. 

The counsellor of the I .egation. 

The military attache. 

The first secretary. 

The commercial attache. 

The second secretary. 

The third secretary or the chief archivist. 

The interpreter. 


(c.) The right of extra-territoriality shall be extended to premises of the Legation, 
provided that such premises are not used as an asylum for offenders against 
the law of the land. 

( d .) The right of the Legation to communicate with its own Government by post, 
telegraph, wireless telegraph and telephone, either in cypher or in plain 
language, and the right to immunity of diplomatic correspondence. 

(e.) The right of immunity for the official baggage of diplomatic representatives 
while on duty. 

I take, &e. 

ALY AHMED. 


May 30, 1928. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 5. 

Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Governor of Kabul. 
(Translation.) 

His Excellency Aly Ahmed, Governor of Kabul, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter relative to the Treaty of 
Friendship between Egypt and Afghanistan, in which you informed me that, although 
the principles of international law governing diplomatic representatives are well known, 
the Government of Afghanistan desire me to agree, as soon as the two countries have 
reached an agreement as to the establishment of diplomatic representation in each 
country, to enumerate such privileges as will be enjoyed by these representatives. 

In reply, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I am in agreement 
with the enumeration of the privileges which your Excellency was good enough to set 
out as follows :— 

(a.) The right to fly the national flag on the Legation and on the residence of the 
Minister and to display the national badge on the Legation. 

(6.) Personal immunity be extended to the officials of the Legation mentioned 
below and their families :— 

The Minister Plenipotentiary. 

The counsellor of the Legation. 

The military attache. 

The first secretary. 

The commercial attache. 

The second secretary. 

The third secretary or the chief archivist. 

The interpreter. 

(c.) The right of extra-territoriality shall be extended to premises of the Legation, 
provided that such premises are not used as an asylum for offenders against 
the law of the land. 

(d.) The right of the Legation to communicate with its own Government by post, 
telegraph, wireless telegraph and telephone, either in cypher or in plain 
language, and the right to immunity of diplomatic correspondence. 

(e.) The right of immunity for the official baggage of diplomatic representatives 
while on duty. 


May 30, 1928. 


WASSIF BOUTROS GHALI. 


[N 3688/10/97] No. 6. 

Mr. Gould to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 17.) 

(No. 59.) 

Sir, Kabul, June 18, 1928. _ 

’ I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this- 
Legation for the week ending the 16th June, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

B. J. GOULD. 


Enclosure in No. 6. 

Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

June 16, 1928. 

1. Militai'y. 

Firqa Mishar Nek Muhammed Khan (W.W. 611), commanding the Kandahar 
Division, has applied for a transfer. He says that Kandahar does not suit him, 
but has, in fact, for some time past, been on bad terms with the Governor and civil 
authorities. 

2. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

June 9.—Three D.H.9A’s flew in the vicinity of the aerodrome; two landed 
after thirty-five minutes flying, and the other after one hour twenty 
minutes. 

June 10.—Three D.H.9A’s flew in formation for fifty minutes. One D.H.9A 
flew for one hour twenty minutes, attempting some mild aerobatics. 

June 11.—Four D.H.9A’s left Kabul for Kandahar. Of these machines, three 
continued their journey from Kandahar to Herat on the 13th and one 
returned to Kabul on the 14th. 

June 13.—Two D.H.9A’s flew over the area to the north of Kabul for one hour. 
June 15.—A Junker made three short flights over Kabul, totalling thirty-five 
minutes’ flying. 

(b.) As the Junkers on the Kabul-Tashkent air line leave Kabul very early in 
the morning, and as the aerodrome is some distance from the British Legation, it is 
possible that a Junker might leave Kabul without being recorded. 

3. Bntish Subjects. 

(a.) Sir Francis Humphrys, G.C.V.O., K.B.E., C.I.E., His Britannic 
Majesty’s Minister, Kabul, accompanied by Lady Humphrys, landed in India on the 
7th June. On account of the indisposition of Lady Humphrys, they are temporarily 
detained at Bombay. 

(b.) Major W. K. Fraser Tytler, M.C., who has been officiating counsellor of the 
Legation during Sir Francis Humphrys’s absence in England on deputation duty, 
left Kabul for India on the 10th June. 

4. Foreigners. 

Soviet .—The relations between the Soviet and the Afghan Government in Kabul 
do not seem to have improved. For some time past strained relations have existed, 
and this fact is freely mentioned by both Afghans and foreigners. There appears 
to be no specific reason for this, but in a variety of ways the Soviet seem to have 
annoyed the Afghans. Jealousy in the air force can be understood, but the general 
attitude of the Legation seems to have changed, and it is said that the Soviet no 
longer agree to everything the Afghans say, but are now inclined to dispute every 
point. King Amanulla’s visit to Russia does not appear to have improved matters, 
and locally the Russian visit created no enthusiasm. Some of the Afghan airmen 
have returned from Moscow with Russian wives, two of whom are living in a suburb 
near the British Legation in Quarters in which Indian servants might refuse to live. 
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5. Afghans. 

(a ) From local opinion it is gathered that King Amanulla’s visit to the Turkish 
public was very successful. The military attach^, during an unofficial visit to the 
oreign Office, was informed that, in the competition entered into by European 
nations to make King Amanulla’s visit a success, England was first and Italy second 
and the remainder not in the same class, though most advantage was gained from the 
berman visit. The veiling of Queen Souriya in Persia has created a good impression. 
Very extensive preparations are being made in Kabul, Kandahar, &c., for the King’s 
re urn. All lorries and privately-owned cars in Kabul have been commandeered, 
Kandahar ^ em P °y e( * * n transporting tents, furniture, &c., to Mukkur and 

(b.) Abdur Rasul Khan (W.W. 143), Foreign Office representative at Jalalabad, 
nas been transferred in the same capacity to Kandahar vice Saiyid Muhammed 
Usman He has been relieved at Jalalabad by Aminulla Khan. The Jalalabad 
appointment has been raised from the rank of mamur to that of Mudir. 

(c.) lhe Governor and civil establishment of Jalalabad moved up to Waziri, 
their summer camp, on the 7th June. 


6. Kandahar. 

(a.) Four and a half lakhs Afghani have been sanctioned in the new budget 
for the continued construction of the electric works for the electrification of 
Kandahar. 

(b.) Obedulla Khan, Indian, who holds a mining certificate of the Birmingham 
University, recently returned from a tour of prospecting in the Kandahar district. 
He discovered Rad mines at Bibi Gauhar and Allah Mandil in the Shah Makhsud 
hills, 25 miles north-west of Kandahar. Some mica and antimony were also found, 
and Obedulla is of the opinion that several mines in this area would repay 
development. The gold mine north of Kandahar is still being worked, but no new 
veins have been found. 


7. Finance. 

The question of issuing Afghan notes is again being considered. Notes of value 
from 5 rupees to 1,000 rupees are said to have been printed ready for issue if 
approved by King Amanulla on his return. 

8. Roads. 

Reference, paragraph 5 of diary for the week ending the 26th May, 192». 
Information has been received that the motor cars have got through from Kandahar 
to Herat. It is believed that they have taken six or seven days to complete the 
journey. On return of the cars to Kabul further information will be obtained from 
the drivers; but the above fact shows that the road is now passable for ordinary cars, 
though perhaps with some difficulty. 

9. Press. 

,,. ( a -) The ‘ ‘ Anees ” has issued a very well got up and specially illustrated number 
m honour of His Majesty’s arrival at the Herat frontier.” 

(b.) The “ Tulu-i-Afghan, ” dated Kandahar, the 30th May, states that the 
customs revenue of that province has increased by 50 per cent, during the last year. 
The officer in charge has been decorated and awarded 12,000 rupees (Afghani). 
There is no doubt that customs receipts throughout Afghanistan last year snoweu «. 
substantial increase. 

(c.) The “ Naseem-i-Sahar,” a Kabul newspaper edited by Ahmed Ratab on 
Radical lines, has ceased publication after a short life. It was suppressed on 
account of an article in which it freely criticised Afghans for outwardly apeing 
European civilisation without inwardly absorbing any of its advantages. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 
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[N 3691/111/97] No. 7. 

Mr. Parr to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 17.) 

(No. 304.) _ . o 

Sir, Tehran, June 27, 1928. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 205 of the 21st June, I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith a copy in translation of two protocols which were signed in 
Tehran on the 15th .June by the Acting Foreign Ministers of Persia and Afghanistan 
and which have since received the Shah’s assent. 

2. The first protocol deals with the action that the contracting parties will take 
if either party is involved in a war with third parties, and makes provision for 
reciprocal economic and commercial help. It also foresees the necessity of concluding 

'■iii further conventions on certain matters. 

3. The second protocol is purely an extradition agreement. 

4. I am sending a copy of this despatch and of its enclosures to the Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

R. C. PARR. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 7. 

First Protocol. 

(Translation.) 

THE following protocol has recently been exchanged between the Persian and 
Afghan Governments as an annex to the Perso-Afghan Treaty:— 

Article 1. 

Should one of the contracting parties (Persia or Afghanistan) be subjected to 
hostile action by one or more Powers, the other party is bound to use all its efforts to 
solve the question at issue by peaceful means and if, notwithstanding all its efforts, 
the outbreak of war becomes inevitable, the contracting parties undertake to study the 
situation carefully and in a spirit of cordiality, unanimity and goodwill so as to find 
some solution in conformity with the high interests of the interested parties and 
appropriate to the situation. 

Article 2. 

Each of the contracting parties agrees to put at the disposal of the other party, for 
the progress of the two nations and countries, any means which may be available in 
their country and which may be needed by the other party, such as material aid, 
technical experts, &c. Arrangements for putting at the disposal of one of the parties 
by the other party the means in question will be made in accordance with a special 
protocol. Likewise, the high contracting parties agree to co-operate in ecouomic 
matters and to commission, as early as possible, their experts to study collectively 
the conditions and arrangements for the establishment and completion of means of 
communication between the two countries, such as linking up the roads of the two 
countries, establishment and linking up of aerial and overland mails, establishment of 
telegraphs and wireless telegraphy, the conditions for granting the right of transit, 
mutual advantages in trade and the grant of privileges and customs facilities, &c., so 
that, after careful study and approval, they may be put into effect. 

Article 3. 

The subjects of each of the contracting parties in the other party’s country will in 
general matters enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment. In customs, commercial and 
establishment conventions, which must be completed at an early date between the 
contracting parties, the treatment accorded by each party to the other will not be less 
favourable than treatment accorded by them to any third party. 

Article 4. 

The period during which this protocol will remain valid will be from the date of 
approval and signature by the competent authorities of the two countries until the 
expiry of the period of the Friendship and Security Pact which was concluded on the 
6th Azhar 1306 (28th November, 1927). The plenipotentiaries of the two contracting 
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parties have signed this protocol, which is a supplement to the Friendship and 
Security Pact dated the 6th Azhar 1306 (28th November, 1927), in two original Persian 
texts. 

Dated Tehran, the 25th Khordad 1307 (15th June, 1928). 

PAKREVAN. GHOLAM SADIGH. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 7. 

Protocol relating to Extradition of Criminals and Accused Persons. 
(Translation.) 

IN pursuance of article 7 of the Treaty of Friendship between the Persian and 
Afghan Governments which was concluded on the 1st Saratan 1300 (22nd June, 1921), 
the plenipotentiaries of the two Governments have signed the following protocol on the 
25th Khordad 1307 (15th June, 1928) relating to the extradition of criminals. 

All ordinary criminals and those who are accused of non-political crimes, who, 
after committing a crime in one of the two countries, have fled to the other country and 
whose extradition is requested by the party in whose territory the crime was 
committed, will be handed over. 

Request for extradition must be delivered to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and 
the summons or the verdict, signed by competent legal authorities, must be attached 
to it. 

In the summons or the.verdict the crime must be clearly stated and the clause of 
the law by which the punishment of the crime is fixed must be quoted. 

If the accused or the criminal be the subject of the country in which he has taken 
refuge he will not be extradited and the country in which the crime is committed has 
the right to notify the other country of the crime and to request the prosecution or 
punishment of the criminal or the accused in accordance with the laws of the latter’s 
country. 

This protocol will be valid for a period of two years. Should neither of the 
contracting parties annul the protocol at the expiry of that period, it will be 
automatically valid for a further period of two years. 

Dated Tehran, the 25th Khordad 1307 (15th June, 1928). 

PAKREVAN. GHOLAM SADIGH KHAN. 


[N 3692/2/97] No. 8. 

Mr. Parr to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 17.) 

(No. 314.) 

Sir, Tehran, June 30, 1928 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 294 of the 16th June in which I described 
the visit of their Majesties the King and Queen of Afghanistan and the manner in 
which they had been received, I have the honour to state that the masses of the city 
still retain their friendly feelings towards the Royal visitors, and from those quarters 
no unfavourable comments of any kind have been heard. 

2. I had the feeling, however, that the same friendly sentiments were not 
prevailing in official quarters. Almost on the day of the Royal visitors’ departure from 
Tehran, the vulgar illustrated paper “ Nahid ” made some unfavourable comments on 
what the editor described as the undignified behaviour of the Afghan Monarch, as well 
as on his dress, saying that the progress of a nation should not be judged by a change 
of wearing apparel. As “ Nahid ” receives financial help from the Court, one may 
assume that such comments, if not directly inspired, were possibly in keeping with the 
views held in official quarters. 

3. Only yesterday, however, was I able to glean a little more information of the 
impression left by the visit. The Grand Master of Ceremonies was inclined to be 
slightly communicative, and told the oriental secretary that the European capitals hail 
evidently made too much fuss over the Royal party, and that the latter had lost their 
sense of proportion and talked altogether too big. He commented on the King’s way 
of going about and shaking hands with everybody for which there was no necessity. 
As for the entourage there was no outstanding man amongst them ; they imagined that 
they were highly civilised, but the Persians well knew what sort of people Afghans 
were. In the course of the conversation Ghaffary said that some of the entourage had 
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told him that they went to England full of mistrust and suspicion, but that their 
wonderful reception there had completely dissipated those feelings. 

4. The oriental secretary turned the conversation to the Royal visit to tlie 
Mosque at Meshed, and Ghaffary said that there had been no necessity for the visit to 
the Mosque; that the King had'been persuaded, apparently against his wish, to remove 
his boots, and the Queen had worn her travelling hat and fly-catcher veil. 

5. The decoration given to King Amanullah by the Shah was the Taj ’Iran with 
chain. The Shah had wanted to give him the Pahlevi—a new order which is to be 
reserved for Sovereigns—but the model made had not pleased the Shah so he bestowed 
the Taj Tran and chain instead. Ghaffary said that King Amanullah had apparently 
been quite pleased to receive it. 

6. The Royal party was escorted from Tehran to the Afghan frontier by the 
Minister of the Interior, a general of division and a somewhat subordinate official of 
the Court. The motor lorries accompanying the party were involved in an accident on 
the first stage of the journey, and one overturned causing the death of a driver and 
injuring two other men. Two other lorries broke down. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch to the Foreign Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of India and His Majesty’s High Commissioner for Iraq. 

I have, &c. 

R. C. PARR. 


h" 



[N 3760/10/97] No. 9. 

Mr. Gotild to Sir Avsten Chamberlain.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 62.) 

Sir, Kabul, June 25, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this Legation 
for the week ending the 23rd June, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

B. J. GOULD. 


Enclosure in No. 9. 

Diary of Military Attach4, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

June 23, 1928. 

1. Military. 

Major Christenn, German, instructor at the Infantry School, Kabul, is in 
trouble over an incident on parade, when he is alleged to have beaten and kicked 
an Afghan officer. He will be formally prosecuted when the preliminary investiga¬ 
tions have been completed. 

> 

2. Aviation. 

(a.) An afternoon party was recently held at the War Office in honour of Ghund 
Mishar (Brigadier) Attaullah Khan on his return from Russia, where he had been in 
charge of the aviation students. 

(b.) The jealousy between the Afghans and the Soviet personnel of the air force 
appears to be increasing. . ... 

(c.) Muhammed Ishan Khan, Commandant of the Air Force, is becoming 
unpopular on account of his rather evident pro-Soviet leanings. The Russians 
naturally are trying to keep him on their side, and incidentally Muhammed Ishan is 
probably making a good thing out of it. Now that other Afghans are available 
and qualified for the post of Commandant of the Air Force, his position is none too 
secure. 
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(d.) The following flights have been observed during the past week:— 

June 16.—A Junker, No. 1, the only Junker at present belonging to the Afghan 
Air Force, left Kabul for Tashkent, piloted by Kamenski. 

June 17.—A mail air line Junker left Kabul for Tashkent. 

June 20.—One D.H.9A made five short flights over Kabul, totalling forty-five 
minutes’ flying. 

One D.H.9A left Kabul for Kandahar, where it landed on the 21st. 
It is believed to have landed at either Ghazni or Mukkur, probably the 
latter, for the night of the 20th/21st. This would prove that the landing- 
ground at that place is now serviceable. The machine returned to Kabul 
on the 22nd. 

3. British Subjects. 

Mr. H. A. Higgins, an employee of Messrs. Maple and Co. (Limited), Furniture 
Dealers, London, arrived in Kabul on the 21st June. He has come here in connexion 
with furniture arrangements for the British Legation. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) Russians .—An order has been issued that all Afghan personnel of the air 
force who have married Russian wives must in future live in the Air Force Hostel, 
formerly the Andarab Hotel. This is in order that they may the more easily come 
under the supervision of the police, for there is no doubt that the Russians are more 
carefully watched than even the other foreigners in Kabul. 

(b.) Persians .—There is no further information obtainable locally regarding 
the new treaty between Afghanistan and Persia, or the raising of their respective 
Legations to the status of Embassies. 

5. Afghms. 

His Majesty King Amanulla arrived at Herat at noon on the 22nd. It has not 
been decided on what date he will arrive at Kabul. Extensive preparations continue 
to be made for his arrival, especially in Kabul, but also in Kandahar, Mukkur and 
Ghazni. Most of the notables and representatives of societies will go to Kandahar 
or Ghazni to meet the King. Donations and deductions from pay from all classes 
are providing a substantial reception fund. For instance, merchants are paying 
2 per cent, of this year’s customs payments towards this fund, and the Deutsche- 
Afghanische Trading Company have been called upon to pay 4,000 rupees (Afghani). 
Each shopkeeper has to show a minimum of twelve lights per shop, and all shops 
have to be painted green under arrangements made by the municipality. Orders 
have been issued for the decoration of aerodromes. The Sikh community asked to be 
allowed to present a special address, but this was refused on the grounds that the 
welcome is to be national and not sectional. Triumphal arches, including one on 
behalf of the ladies, are being erected along the roads at frequent intervals, and 
Kabul will be en fete for three days. Leading men from the provinces and tribal 
representatives are coming in for the occasion. Jalalabad reports that, amongst 
others, the Mullah of Chaknawar, the Haji of Turangzai, the Ustad Sahib of Hadda 
and Mullah Bashir are all en route to Kabul. About fifty Tirah Afridis of all 
sections, from amongst the Afghan allowance holders who have come to Jalalabad, 
are being selected to represent this tribe at the Kabul ceremonies. 

6. Communications. 

The Kandahar-Farah telegraph line has been constructed from Kandahar up to 
a village named Tarajudeen in the Khushki Nakhud-Maiwand area. As previously 
reported, construction work has stopped for the summer months. 

7. Roads. 

There has lately been considerably more traffic than usual on the Kabul- 
Kandahar road. It is reported to be in good condition, as, in fact, it must be, as 
Herr Freye motored through from Kandahar to Kabul (320 miles) in one day. 
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8. Works and Buildings. 

(a.) The building which was formerly occupied by the British Legation, and, 
since the fire, has been used by the Shahi Rislala (Guard Cavalry) is now to be rebuilt 
and converted into the offices of the Governor of Kabul, whose present offices will be 
converted into a hospital. 

(b.) Several new buildings will shortly be under construction at Dar-ul-Aman. 
Plans have been seen of private houses and a hospital of 200 beds, which consists of 
wards in separate pavilions. 

9. Afghan Press. 

The “ Aman-i-Afghan ” of the 13th June states that a treaty of friendship and 
neutrality, consisting of four clauses, has been signed between Afghanistan and the 
Egyptian Government. 

10. Miscellaneous. 

(a.) A company has been formed in Kabul called the “ Shirkat-i-Tashwiq-i- 
Afghan,” with a preliminary capital of 100,000 rupees (Afghani), for general trade 
purposes, and also to undertake contracts for the construction of roads, bridges, 
canals, &c. 

(&.) Herr Freye, manager of the Deutsche-Afghanische Company, states that he 
has received some correspondence from Germany regarding the possibility of 
participation by German firms in the survey and construction of railway lines in 
Afghanistan; but last mail he received further information that these proposals 
had now been cancelled. He also mentioned that King Amanulla had been granted a 
credit of 2| million marks, guaranteed by the German Government, under condition 
that this amount was spent in that country. He has heard that this credit was to be 
spent on four projects, one of which was a cotton factory and one a munitions factory 
for the manufacture of cordite and powder. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 3852/10/97] No. 10. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.-—(Received July 30.) 

{No. 63.) 

Sir, Kabul, July 2, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this 
Legation for the week ending the 30th June, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 10. 

Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

June 30, 1928. 

1. Military. 

(a.) Great activity has been evident amongst the troops in Kabul and 
Kandahar in anticipation of King Amanulla’s arrival. Route marches, morning 
and evening parades, and the issue of a few new uniforms, have had their effect in 
smartening up the garrisons. It is reported from Jalalabad that Division 
Commander Gul Muhammed Khan is working to improve the training of his division 
and has held several manoeuvre parades in the hills in the vicinity of Waziri. 

(b.) The artillery bought from Italy is now arriving in Kandahar from Chaman. 
During transit, cavalry from Kandahar are patrolling the Chaman-Kandahar road. 
Ghuna'Mishar (Brigadier) Muhammed Umar Khan, Chief of Staff of the Afghan 
army, who has been in Russia and Italy for the past eighteen months and is now in 
charge of the above artillery, arrived in Kandahar from Chaman on the 8th June. 
Colonel A. C. I. Di Masio, Italian, has been ordered to proceed to Kandahar in 
this connexion. 
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2. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

June 23. One D.H.9A made several short flights in the vicinity of the aerodrome, 

totalling about one hour’s flying. 

(b.) The Afghan Foreign Office has expressed its thanks and appreciation of the 
“ friendly attitude and kind action of the Government of India ” in connexion with 
the forced landing of an Afghan aeroplane, piloted by Russians, in the Kurram 
Valley on the 13th May. The Soviet Legation in Kabul also wrote expressing much 
the same sentiments 

(c.) The three Junkers, property of the Afghan Government, which left Berlin 
on the 16th June, are said to have arrived at Herat. The pilots are reported to be 
Germans, who will contract with the Afghan Air Force and will remain in 
Afghanistan. The largest of these three Junkers has a complement of one pilot and 
two mechanics. It is understood that these aircraft will be employed in establishing 
an air line between Kabul and Tehran. 

3. Foreigners. 

(a.) Soviet. —Mme. Stark has arrived back in Kabul from Moscow, but M.' Riks, 
first secretary, who accompanied her on deputation duty in connexion with King 
Amanulla’s visit, has not yet arrived. 

(b.) Amencans .—The following arrived in Kabul on the 29th June. They were 
found wandering in the city looking for a lodging. None of the very limited 
accommodation fit for Europeans was available, but with some difficulty one room 
was provided for them at the Wali Hotel:— 

Rev. Ross Wilson, Forman Christian College, Lahore. 

Rev. D. Lucas, Forman Christian College, Lahore. 

Mr. Henry Lall (British subject), Director of Physical Culture, Punjab 
University, Lahore. 

Mr. Maldo Heinrichs, Y.M.C.A., Lahore. 

4. Afghans. 

(a.) King Amanulla arrived at Herat at midday on the 22nd June and con¬ 
tinued his journey as follows : Farah, 24th June; Girishk, 25th; Kandahar, 26th; 
Mukkur, 29th. He will camp for the night of the 30th at Shaikhabad (Wardak 
Valley) and arrive in Kabul on the 1st July. 

At the Persian-Afghan boundary he was met by Muhammed Hashirn Khan, 
Minister of Finance, representing the Headquarter Government; the Governor and 
General Officer Commanding, Herat Province, and an escort of fifty cavalry, six 
guns and one battalion of infantry. At Herat he received a very warm welcome, the 
route being decorated and the city illuminated by night. At Farah and Girishk he 
also received an excellent reception. On arrival at Kandahar he was enthusiastically 

G reeted by large crowds of people, many of whom had come in from the surrounding 
istricts. It was noticed that the Queen was lightly veiled. The city was gaily 
decorated, but illuminations were suspended on account of the Moharram. 

Immediately on arrival at Kandahar, the King proceeded to the shrine of Khirqa 
■Sharif, and, later, to the Salam Khana, to meet the local officials and notables. In the 
evening a banquet was held, at which about 100 people attended, including the 
British consul. Nekh Muhammed Khan, General Officer Commanding of the 
Division, was not present. The King, during the banquet and afterwards, discussed 
religious questions with the leading mullahs. The next day a garden party was given 
by the municipality, and, in reply to an address, His Majesty stated that he had gone 
to Europe not for the sake of recreation, nor to purchase machinery, but to discover 
from the Western nations the real meaning of progress. He would shortly inform 
the people what conclusions he had arrived at. The women of Europe were active in 
political, social and commercial matters, whilst in Afghanistan they were deplorably 
idle. Also in Europe important work was not being continually stopped, as in 
Afghanistan, on such pretexts as heat, cold or rain. Communications were in a 
disgraceful condition and would receive his immediate attention. Finally, the 
geographical position of Afghanistan, lying as it does between two powerful and 
ambitious nations, was most delicate, and for this reason the loyal co-operation of 
all Afghans was necessary if progress was to be made or even tneir present status 
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maintained. After this speech the King remained to discuss the question of purdah 
with the mullahs and others. 

Of those accompanying His Majesty from Europe, the Acting Foreign Minister, 
Ghulam Sadiq Khan, and General Abdur Rahman Khan remained behind in Herat 
The former has hurt his leg and will probably continue by air. M. Saif, described 
as editor of a newspaper called the “ Azad-i-Sharq,” is with the King. It is not 
vet known who he is or where he joined the Royal party, though it is thought that 
he is a journalist from Tehran. 

(b.) Zia Humayan, Persian, private secretary to King Amanulla, who had fallen 
out of favour, appears to have regained his position as he is now in close attendance- 
on the King. 

( c .) It is reported that Bas Gul Khan, Inspector of Police, Baluchistan, travelled 
with the Royal party from Tehran to Herat. He is slightly known in Meshed and 
Herat. 

(< d .) Two men and two women, carpet weavers, were brought from Meshed to 
Herat to improve the local industry. 

( e .) The merchants of Kandahar presented the King with a purse of 11,000 
rupees (Afghani), to be used for charitable purposes. 

(/.) A notification has been posted up in Kabul showing arrangements for His 
Majesty’s arrival on the 1st July. All provincial Governors and notables will be 
present to greet their King, and also a great number of “ Our Afghan brothers of 
the Frontier.” This is an undoubted fact, as most of the frontier tribes are well 
represented in Kabul at present. “ Two squadrons ” of aeroplanes will act as escort 
from Ghazni. The arrival will be the occasion for a great national welcome on a 
scale which has never before been attempted in Afghanistan. Triumphal arches 
are being erected throughout the route at frequent intervals; one especially being 
the token of respect from the ladies of the capital. The city will be illuminated and 
en fete for three days and three nights, which period will be observed as a holiday 
for all classes. Official banquets and entertainments will be held, and all King 
Amanulla’s subjects will compete in welcoming and honouring their Sovereign. The- 
Reception Committee consists of the Governor of Kabul, as president, and twenty- 
four members representing all institutions and societies. There is no fear of a lack 
of funds to make the occasion a success, as donations have been demanded and 
received from all classes. 

5. Afghan Press. 

(a.) The “ Tulu-i-Afghan ” dated Kandahar, the 16th June, states that the 
Afghan consul at Bombay received orders from Kabul to furnish a list of all Afghan 
merchants and traders in that city. The consul’s reply was to the effect that it was 
quite impossible to compile a complete list as many Afghan nationals in Bombay 
never come near the consulate and will have nothing to do with him or his staff. 

(b.) The same paper also says that 1,157 persons were conscripted from the 
Kandanar district between the 21st March and the 9th June. Exemption fees of 
132,000 rupees (Afghani) were realised. 

(c.) The “ Faryad ” dated Herat, the 30th May, contains an article describing 
the difficulties of the electrification of that city. The first experiments in installation 
had to be abandoned on account of lack of fuel; wood not being obtainable in sufficient 
quantities and the coal supply being too distant. During the month of May an 
experiment to provide power from a waterfall, 500 yards from the city, proved 
. successful. Sufficient power is now produced from this source to light 1,000 lamps. 

6. Trade. 

The following facts are elicited from an Indian merchant in Kabul who has 
branches of his business in North Afghanistan:— 

Russian cloth is gradually capturing the markets in Mazar and Badakhshan 
and is sold cheaper than that imported from India. All kinds of cloth, including 
muslin, chintz and alwan (for ladies’ dresses) are now available from Russian 
sources. Sugar in considerable quantity and a good deal of oil are also coming 
in from the north. Throughout Afghanistan Russians are continually asking 
merchants to export skins, wool and sheep to the U.S.S.R.; the latter export is 
forbidden. The most active Soviet trader propagandist in Kabul is one Barat, 
or Baratoff, who spends much of his time in the bazaars. He has offered Indian 
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merchants wine at 6 rupees (Kabuli) per bottle for export to India. This is 
being sold in Kabul at 21 rupees (Kabuli) per bottle. He has also offered to 
supply petrol, to be sold at whatever price the shopkeeper wishes, and is 
prepared to give a free commission of 2 rupees (Kabjili) per clrqm sold. All his 
proposed transactions are obviously subsidised, as not one of tfienj coqld show 
any profit, or anything but a heavy loss, if carried out op a strictly business 
basis. 


7. Roads. 

{a.) Further confirmation of the good condition of the Kabul-Kandahar road is 
furnished by the fact of Herr Wei ting having travelled last week from Kabul to 
Kandahar in twelve hours and returning in eleven and a half hours. The distance 
between the two places is 320 miles. 

(b.) Until the arrival of the King, details are not available as to the condition 
of the Kandahar-Herat road. It is known, however, that the following cars ancl 
lorries left Kandahar for Herat, and it is believed that the majority of them got 
through, though not without trouble and hard wear en route. One Rolls-Royce broke 
its steering-gear and was badly damaged :— 

June 6. Three cars and thirteen lorries. 

June 9. Three cars and nine lorries. 

June 10. Ten cars and one lorry. 

June 17. Twenty cars and lorries to Farah. 

Most of the lorries were hired f-ton Dodges. 


8. Wireless. 

The broadcast station in Kabul, at the London-i-Koti in the Deh Mozang gorge, 
broadcasts an entirely local programme every day of the week from 7 • 30 to 9 • 30 p.m., 
Kabul time. The tax on “ listening-in ” sets is :— 

Crystal set: 1 rupee (Afghani) per mensem. 

Two-valve set: 3 rupees (Kabuli) per mensem. 

Five-valve set: 5 rupees (Kabuli) per mensem. 

One Attaullah Khan has been sent to Kandahar to erect a broadcast station 
there. He has with him a transmitting set and will also install a few receiving sets. 
It is, however, unlikely that this station will function for some time yet. 


D. Miscellaneous. 


One of the best harvests ever known in Afghanistan is now being reaped under 
ideal weather conditions. 


P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 3916/210/97] No. 11. 

Sir F. Humphry s to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received August 1.) 

(No. 94.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, July 31, 1928. 

PLEASE see telegram No. 1284 from the Secretary of State to Viceroy. His 
Majesty has retired to nis house in Paghman with the object of writing impressions 
of his European tour and to prepare schemes of reform which will be laid before Loe 
Jirga or Grand Assembly about middle of August. Muhammad Wali, who is actipg 
as Foreign Minister as well as Regent, is transacting current business. I have had 
two interviews with Muhammad Wali Khan on the subject of a present of war 
material to Afghan Government, and matter has been discussed by Dodd with 
Under-Secretary for War. Muhammad Wali Khan emphasised that Afghanistan 
did not fear attack by her neighbours, but to assist towards stabilising Central 
Government required following war material, chiefly: (a) 2-75 guns; (b) 3-75 
howitzers; ( c) 3-5 howitzers; (a) 18-pounder guns; ( e) armoured cars, Rolls-Royce; 
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’(/) Lewis guns; (g) Vickers machine gims; ( h) anti-aircraft guns, mobile;. 
(i) -303 rifles. Wali asks for as much as possible of above, but he has not included 
miscellaneous equipment or draught animals. 

I understand that the Government of India consider ( c ) and (/) as unsuitable 
gifts, and presumably ( h) would be ruled out on the ground that Russians are still 
connected with Afghan Air Force, and that for internal security these weapons are 
not required. 

I suggest that I may be authorised to communicate my Government’s intention 
to present in near future: (a) 1 battery, 2-75 guns, complete with pack equipment; 
(b) 1 battery, 3-75 howitzers, complete with pack equipment; (d) 1 battery, 
18-pounder, Mark I, field gun, complete with harness. 

Each of three batteries to be equipped with 500 shells; ( c ) 3 Rolls-Royce 
armoured cars, complete with armaments; (a) 6 Vickers machine guns, complete 
with pack equipment; ( i) 1,000 most up-to-date -303 short Lee-Enfield rifles with 
slings and without bavonets; 100,000 rounds of ammunition, -303. 

All of above to be new material or indistinguishable from new, and to be 
delivered free at Afghan frontier. 

King especially requires armoured cars as escort for his own car for tours at a 
distance from capital. I have explained that experienced drivers would be needed. 
These might, if thought advisable, be trained in India. Original estimate will not, 
perhaps, be exceeded by cost of my recommendations, as all miscellaneous equip¬ 
ment has been deleted. 

As Amanullah is anxious to be informed of our decision before Grand Assembly 
is convened, I should be glad to receive instructions not later than the 12th August. 
Wali has already been informed that my Government is willing to give free training 
to twenty Afghan cadets at Sandhurst. 


[N 3913/2/97] No. 12. 

India Office to Foreign Office — (Received August 2.) 

Sir, - India Office, August 2, 1928. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from His 
Majesty’s consul-general in Khorasan on the subject of their Majesties the King and 
Queen of Afghanistan’s visit to Meshed. 

I am, &c. 

A. IIIRTZEL 


Enclosure in No. 12. 

Copy of a Confidential Letter, dated Meshed, June 23, 1928, from His Majesty's 

Consul-General and Agent of the Government of India in Khorasan, to the 

Foreign Secretary to the Government of India , Simla. 

Their Majesties the King and Queen of Afghanistan's Visit to Meshed. 

IN amplification of my telegram, dated the 21st June, 1928, I have the 
honour to submit herewith a report on the visit of their Majesties the King and 
Queen of Afghanistan to Meshed. 

2. His Majesty left Tehran on the 16th June and did the journey in four stages, 
stopping at Samnan, Miamai and Nishapur. He drove himself nearly the whole way, 
the Queen sitting beside him and the other ladies behind. Most of the way he appears 
to have worn a white Russian cap (a complete “ tavarish,” as he himself put it), 
and in many places he passed unrecognised, people taking him for a motor-driver. 
He must have driven exceedingly fast, as he was not expected to reach Nishapur till 
about 8 p.m. on the evening of tne 18th, but arrived there before 5 o’clock, a remark¬ 
able feat having regard to the abominable condition of the road. The Governor 
of Nishapur was, I am told, asleep when the Royal party arrived, but fortunately 
the Afghan consul-general, who had gone there from Meshed, happened to be walking 
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in the town and met the car and conducted the party to the house which had been 
arranged for them. On arrival there the King, who appears to be absolutely 
indefatigable, told the sentries that anybody who liked might come and see him, and 
a number of persons entered the garden ana the King conversed with them in a most 
friendly and outspoken manner. He openly stated that he had been criticised by 
the clerical elements for wearing a European hat, while they themselves made not 
the least effort to stamp out the consumption of alcoholic liquors in Islamic countries. 
He further stated that it was not incumbent for Mahometan women to veil their 
faces, and that if the reactionary elements in his own country did not follow the 
progressive advice which he intended to give them, a separation would occur between 
the Church and the State. 

3. Having arrived thus early at Nishapur, His Majesty at first announced his 
intention of pushing on to Meshed that evening, thereby throwing the local 
authorities here, who had arranged a reception for him the following morning, into 
complete confusion. Finally, however, he was dissuaded and the prearranged 
programme was followed. 

4. There is on the Tehran road, 6 miles from Meshed, a place called Turuk, 
where it is customary for distinguished visitors to be received on arrival. Tents had 
been pitched there and invitations issued to foreign consular officers to the reception 
at 9-30 a.m. The Soviet consul-general and I, therefore, repaired there at the 
prescribed hour with our respective staffs, and after a wait of about an hour and 
a half, during which refreshments of various kinds were served, the Royal party 
arrived. The Queen and other Afghan ladies alighted a few yards from where we 
were assembled, and were conducted to a small house, where they were received by 
some Persian ladies. His Majesty then came on in the car by himself and was 
received by the Governor-General and Amir-i-Lashkar. He was now wearing 
uniform. The heads of Persian departments were presented to him, and subsequently 
a similar honour was accorded to myself and the Soviet consul-general. The King, 
after partaking of refreshments, continued his journey, the Queen and other ladies 
following in another car behind with light veils over their faces similar to those 
formerly worn by European ladies. Just outside Meshed an arch had been erected 
by the Afghan community and His Majesty alighted and received a most enthusiastic 
welcome from his subjects. He addressed a few sentences to them, and expatiated 
on the advantages of Perso-Afghan friendship, and said that though there might 
have been slight differences in the past, these had now disappeared, and the two 
countries would progress together in friendship in future. As he left the crowd 
pressed forward to kiss his hands, and it was only with some difficulty that the police 
succeeded in making a way for him to his car, and I am told that about a hundred 
tables and chairs were broken by the exuberant Afghans. 

5. Meanwhile, the Queen had proceeded to the house which their Majesties 
were to occupy, but the King drove first of all to the Shrine of Imam Reza. He spent 
about an hour and a half there examining the shrine and the numerous valuable 
objects which it contains, and then proceeded to the house of the general officer 
commanding, which had been vacated for him, and where it had been arranged that 
the Royal party should stop. This is a fine building surrounded by a big garden 
which was built some years ago as a residence for the Governor-General, but has 
recently been appropriated by the military commander, and the Governor-General 
has been left to hire a house for himself elsewhere, a fact which may be taken as 
typifying conditions in modern Persia. 

6. At 2-30 p.m. the King received me informally and granted me an interview 
lasting about ten or twelve minutes. He spoke most warmly of his reception in 
England, and seemed particularly proud of the fact that he had gone down in a 
submarine and had let off a torpedo. The Soviet consul-general was received after 
my departure, but I am told that his interview was exceedingly brief and only lasted 
about three minutes. We had both been told that the King would receive us alone 
and not the members of our staff, but M. Dubson brought the members of his staff 
with him, and appears by this to have given some umbrage, which may perhaps 
account for the brief duration of his interview. 

7. In the course of the afternoon the King went to the Afghan consulate- 
general, where again he was received with much enthusiasm, and subsequently visited 
the chief carpet factory in Meshed and the house of the leading Afghan merchant. 
At the latter he made a speech, in the course of which he gave it to be understood 
that an agreement had been concluded between the Persian and Afghan Governments, 
but he stated that agreements between Kings were of little value unless cemented 
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in the hearts of their subjects. In the evening their Majesties dined quietly in their 
own apartments. 

8. The following day it was hoped that the King would visit the barracks and 
witness some sort of military display in the afternoon, but he declined to do so, and 
at 6 p.m., stepping into a motor car and without telling anyone where lie was going, 
drove off with the Afghan consul-general. For some time the Persian authorities 
could not ascertain his whereabouts, but an hour later he returned, having visited 
a garden some 4 or 5 miles out of Meshed. 

9. At 5 p.m. the Queen, accompanied by the Afghan consul-general and some 
Persian officers and other Afghan ladies, visited the shrine. The Persian authorities 
were much afraid lest Her Majesty’s European costume and absence of veil might 
give offence to the fanatical elements of this holy city, and most stringent precautions 
were taken to prevent any untoward incident occurring. Shops in the vicinity of 
the shrine were closed, and the populace were kept at a considerable distance. A 
large number of troops and police were posted both around the shrine and on the 
roofs of adjacent houses, and I am told that some mullahs, who were within the sacred 
precincts, were pushed into a school and the doors locked upon them. Thanks largely 
to these measures no incident occurred and the ladies returned unmolested. The 
following day, the 21st, their Majesties left at 6-30 a.m. for Bakharz, which is about 
12 miles from the Afghan border, and it is proposed that they should spend the night 
there, continuing the journey to Herat the following day. 

10. In some respects the visit was very successful. It took place during the 
first ten days of Moharrum, days which, in this country, are devoted entirely 
to mourning, and all manifestations of rejoicing are forbidden. The priesthood 
made an attempt to protest against decorations, but were completely ignored, and the 
town was effectively decorated with flags and bunting, and numerous triumphal 
arches were erected, another of the many signs that are now apparent of the waning 
influence of the clerical element. The King’s lack of formality and affability created 
a favourable impression on Persian officials, but, as might have been expected in a 
city of this kind, the appearance of the Queen unveiled and in European costume 
has evoked much unfavourable comment among the masses, and I think the visit 
to the shrine was particularly unfortunate. Firstly, it was entirely unnecessary, since 
Sunnis do not perform pilgrimages to the shrine of Imam Reza, and the King had 
already done all that was required by politeness in this respect by visiting the shrine 
directly he arrived. Secondly, for a woman to visit the shrine in European costume 
with a short skirt and unveiled can only be regarded as deliberately provocative to 
local religious sentiment. I am informed that after the departure of their Majesties 
many persons went and uttered lamentations at the shrine, and that the Mohurram 
celebrations will be conducted this year with even more than their customary fervour. 
In short, while Her Majesty’s actions have been applauded by a small class, most 
of whom are Tehranis, to the mass of the populace they have given grave offence, 
and will probably be the subject of severe comment from local pulpits at “ Roza- 
Khwanis ” and other Mohurram ceremonies. 

11. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires, 
Tehran. 


[N 3991/10/97] No. 13. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received August 8.) 

(No. 64.) 

Sir, Kabul, July 9, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to this 
Legation, for the week ending the 7th July, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPFIRYS. 
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Enclosure in No. 13. 


1 . 


Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

July 7, 1928. 

A viation. 


(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week « 

July 1. Two new D.H.9a’s and one old one flew round Kabul during the 
King’s arrival for one hour and twenty minutes. They dropped 
flowers in the vicinity of the Royal procession. 

One other D.H.9 a left the aerodrome, but, as noted in paragraph (b) 
below, forced landing to the west of Kabul. 

July 4. One D.H.9 a flew from Herat to Kandahar. 

July 5. One D.H. 9a flew from Kandahar to Kabul. 

One D.H. 9a flew from Herat to Kandahar. 

Judy 6. One D.H. 9a flew from Kandahar to Kabul. 


The “ two squadrons ” of aeroplanes which, it was published, would escort the 
King into Kabul did not, of course, materialise, nor were there any signs of the six 
machines in flight formation, as mentioned by an eyewitness of the “ Civil and 
Military Gazette.” 

(b.) Muhammed Ishan Khan, Commandant of the Air Force, was flying a 
D.H.9 a on the 1st July, the day of the King’s return to Kabul. Whilst he was 
flying over the Royal procession, about 3 miles west of Kabul, his engine failed, and 
he was obliged to make a forced landing to the south of the Kabul-Ghazni road. 
He himself was shaken but no bones broken, and the aeroplane was brought back on 
a motor lorry. It is said to be easily repairable. 


2. British Subjects. 

(a.) Sir Francis Humphrys, G.C.V.O., K.B.E., C.I.E.,His Britannic Majesty’s 
Minister in Kabul, accompanied by Lady Humphrys, returned to Kabul on the 
2nd July. 

(&.) Tribesmen .—Fazal Din, son of the late Mullah Powindah, states that he 
has petitioned the Government of India in every way to be allowed to go back to his 
own country. Notwithstanding that his house has been ruined, his property 
destroyed and his father’s grave removed, he still has faith in British justice, and 
for this reason has refrained from any act of hostility. He continues to hope that 
some day he will be allowed back to his own home and receive a maintenance allowance 
from our frontier authorities. 


3. Foreigners. 

{a.) German .—Heinrich Kaumann, said to be a correspondent of one of the 
most important German newspapers, is on a short visit to Kabul; as, also, 
C. Z. Klotzel, a foreign correspondent of the “Berliner Tageblatt.” 

(b.) Persian .—It is understood that the visit of the Afghan Royal party to 
Persia was not a great success. The Afghans acknowledge that the Persians spared 
no pains nor expense to make the visit a success; but the Afghans appeared to have 
spent their time in comparing Persia unfavourably with Afghanistan, and they say 
that the heat was most uncomfortable. 


4. Afghans. 

(a.) On the 29th June King Amanulla proceeded to Mukkur from Kandahar. 
On the 30th he camped near Shaikhabad (Wardak Valiev), and punctually at 10 a.m. 
on the 1st July he arrived in Kabul accompanied by the Queen. He arove slowly 
to the Dilkusha Palace in an open Rolls-Royce, through crowded and gaily decorated 
streets. Flowers were showered on his car, and he received a most enthusiastic 
welcome. A large number of notables had gathered at the palace, where he was 
also awaited by the Diplomatic Corps. 

Before retiring, tne King and Queen shook hands with those who were present 
within the palace. All the Royal party appeared to be in the best of health and 
spirits. The Queen and the ladies of her suite wore light veils below the eyes. 
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After a short rest King Amanulla came out, and was welcomed by the large 
crowd which had collected outside the palace. i±e was presented with an address 
by the .Regent. In reply, the King expressed his pleasure in returning to his own 
people. lie informed them that he and his suite had faithfully kept their promises 
not to offend against any of the precepts of Islam during their tour of Europe. He 
had done his best to ascertain the causes of the progress of the Western nations 
and would inform them of the conclusions at which he nad arrived, after the interval 
of a few days. Afghanistan was now known to the world, and nearly all civilised 
aations wished to establish friendly relations with her. Much machinery, aeroplanes 
and ordnance had been purchased. The country had natural resources of minerals, 
forests and fruit, and the only requirement now was a higher standard of education 
amongst the people. He finally expressed great satisfaction that nothing untoward 
had happened during his absence, and he believed that he had conciliated all the 
enemies of his country. He then enibraced a soldier, an official, a student and a 
countryman, as representing their respective classes. 

On the evening of the 1st July a banquet was given to 300 of the notables of 
Afghanistan at Diikusha Palace. The city, Government offices, Foreign Legations 
and the palace were very well illuminated. Tlie bazaar was so crowded as to make 
walking ditticult and motoring homicidal. 

On the 2nd July His Majesty attended a garden party, given by the Ministry 
:»f Education, in the grounds between the Harbibiya College and the Cavalry School, 
in the evening a banquet was held at the War Olfice. Tlie Queen visited the girls' 
icliool and later held a party at Hilkusha Palace, to both of which functions tlie 
ladies of the Legation were invited. 

On the 3rd July a fair was held at the Bagh-i-Baber, and the municipality 
were hosts at a garden party in honour of the King. The official functions in 
connexion with the King's return terminated in a dinner at the Foreign. Office, to 
which the heads of Legations were invited, and a reception after dinner to the other 
members of the Diplomatic Corps and about fifty of the most well-known Afghans 
and Europeans. The following were also present 

The Chaknawar Mullah. 

Mullah Bashir. 

Son of the late Barbara Mullah. 

Fazil Din, son of Mullah Powindah. 

At the same time the Queen gave a dinner and reception to the ladies in the Dilkusba 
Palace. 

(6). At the Foreign Office reception the King and his suite were noticeably 
friendly to the members of the British Legation. The King's secretary remarked 
ohat it was nothing short of hypnotism that had changed the entire outlook of the 
King and his Ministers in one month in England, from deep-founded suspicion of 
British policy to their present friendly and trusting attitude. 

(c.) King Amanulla, his household and the headquarter Government moved up 
to Paghman on the 5th July. Muhammed Wali Khan, Regent during the King’s 
absence, continues to carry out these duties for a few days longer, whilst King 
Amanulla is resting at Paghman. 

(d.) The following story illustrates one side of King Amanulla’s character : The 
day after his return, he was driving through Kabul and noticed a man training 
a horse for carriage work. On enquiry from the King the man stated that he had 
sold his small holding and bought a horse and trap, with which he proposed in future 
to earn his living. The King immediately gave him an order on the privy purse 
for the amount for which he had sold his land, and, in addition, presented him with 
a six-cylinder Hudson car in which the escort were travelling. He also ordered 
the driver of the Hudson to remain with its new owner until he had learnt to drive, 
providing free petrol during this period. 

(< e .) Abdul Ahad (W.W.6), aide-de-camp to the King and recently Governor of 
Jalalabad, who was relieved of his appointment in order to proceed via Tashkent 
to meet King Amanulla in Moscow, returned to Kabul on the 1st July. 

5. Munitions. 

(a.) The consignment of war material, recently obtained by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment from the Soviet, has begun to arrive in Kabul. A large convoy was seen 
arriving last week, and, on enquiry, the escort stated that this convoy carried 
materials for the Air Force. This has since been confirmed. 


2d 

(b.) The Foreign Office, Kabul, have notified the Legation that the munitions 
purchased on behalf of the Afghan Government in France will be imported via 
Chaman and Kandahar. 

6. Roads. 

Detailed information is not yet available as to the exact condition of the 
Kandahar-ITerat road, which has been extensively repaired for the King’s return. 
General Habibulla Khan stated that the road was in much the same condition as 
the Kabul-Dakka road, and that they experienced no difficulty anywhere. The 
rivers were crossed by ferrying over one car at a time on a single raft. The route 
followed from Dilaram to Girishk was via Washir. 

7. Press. 

The “ Aman-i-Afghan ” published on the 1st July a special well-printed 
illustrated edition in honour of the King’s return to Kabul. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 3996/3996/97] No. 14. 

Mr. Rennie to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received August 8.) 

(No. 89.) 

Sir, Helsingfors, August 3, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 17th July the Finnish Government 
signed a treaty of amity and friendship with the Government of Afghanistan. The 
treaty has been negotiated at Moscow, between the Afghan and Finnish Ministers, 
and the Afghan Minister came here to sign it. Ratifications will be exchanged here 
shortly. 

2. The treaty was ratified on the 2nd August, and the Swedish text, together 
with translation, is enclosed herewith. 

3. Incidentally, I may mention that the Afghan Minister stayed here for three 
or four days. He did not call on me, but I understand that he visited two or three 
of the other foreign Legations. 

I have, &c. 

ERNEST RENNIE. 


Enclosure in No. 14. 

Treaty of Friendship between Finland and Afghanistan. 
(Translation.) 

THE Government of the Republic of Finland and the Government of 
Afghanistan, being mutually desirous of strengthening the relations of sincere 
f riendship between the two countries, have decided to conclude a treaty of friendship, 
and for that purpose have appointed as their plenipotentiaries : 

The President of the Republic of Finland: 

M. Hj. J. ProcopA Minister for Foreign Affairs; 

His Majesty the King of Afghanistan : 

Mirza Mohammed Khan, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary ; 

who, after exhibiting to each other their full powers, which were found to be in 
good and due form, have agreed to the following provisions:— 

Article 1. 

Unbroken peace and sincere and perpetual friendship shall prevail between the 
Republic of Finland and Afghanistan as well as between the nationals of both 
States. 
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Article 2. 

The high contracting parties agree that diplomatic relations shall be established 
between the two States according to the principles of international law; both 
contracting parties have the right to appoint properly accredited diplomatic repre¬ 
sentatives, who in the respective capitals shall enjoy, on a reciprocal basis, the 
privileges, facilities and immunities which, under international law, are accorded 
to such representatives. The high contracting parties also have the right to appoint 
consuls-general and consuls, who, likewise under condition of reciprocity, shall 
enjoy the privileges, facilities and immunities which are accorded to consuls-general 
and consuls under international law. 

Article 3. 

The high contracting parties agree as soon as possible to enter into negotiations 
for the conclusion of a commercial treaty. 

Article 4. 

The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be exchanged as 
soon as possible in Helsingfors. The treaty shall enter into force on the fifteenth day 
after the exchange of ratifications takes place. 

Article 5. 

The present treaty is drawn up in two copies in the Finnish, Swedish and 
Persian languages, and all the texts have equal authority. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed this treaty and 
affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at Helsingfors, the 17th July, 1928. 

(L.S.) Hj. J. PROCOPE. (L.S.) MIRZA MOHAMMED. 


[N 4081/10/97] No. 15. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received August 13.) 

(No. 66.) 

Sir, Kabul , July 16, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this 
Legation, for the week ending the 14th July, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 15, 


Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

July 14, 1928. 

1. Military. 


(a.) About 300 troops have been moved from Kabul to Paghman for duties in 
connexion with the summer move of the headquarter Government to the latter place. 

(b.) The war material purchased in Italy, which was recently imported via 
Chaman and Kandahar, is now arriving in Kabul. 

(c.) The four Italians who arrived in Kabul about a month ago to work as a 
military mission under the Afghan War Office have not yet been allotted any duties. 
They are already very disgusted with the state of affairs, for whenever they ask 
what work they should undertake, they are told that they should consider themselves 
lucky to draw their pay and have no work to do. 


2. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

July 12. One air-mail Junker left Kabul at 4-30 a.m. forTermez and Tashkent. 

July 13. One D.H.9 a made several short flights over Kabul, totalling two hours 
and twenty minutes’ flying. Only one machine was in the air and 
practice landings were being made. 

(b.) The three Junkers, property of the Afghan Government, which left Berlin 
on the 16th June completed the later stages of their journey as follows :— 

Herat to Kandahar, July 9. 

Kandahar to Kabul, July 10. 

They consist of one three-engined passenger machine and two two-seaters. They 
carried as passengers from Herat to Kabul one German lady and Ghulam Sadiq 
Khan, officiating Foreign Minister, who had accompanied the King on his European 
tour and remained in Herat on account of an injury to his leg. 

The pilot of the passenger machine is one Krainer, a very diminutive individual, 
who appears to be a well-known German pilot. It has not yet been decided whether 
the German personnel will remain in Afghanistan or not. Should they elect to stay, 
it is proposed to use these three machines for an air line between Kabul and Tehran, 
a feeder, postal and passenger service to the main Tehran-Europe route. Taking 
into consideration the initiative of the Junker civil aviation services, it is unlikely 
that they will miss this opportunity for further expansion. 

3. Tribesmen. 

The Afridis, Mohmands, Wazirs and Mahsuds who came to Kabul on the 
occasion of King Amanulla’s arrival have left for their homes. The total of the 
above tribes last week in Kabul was 1,100 men. They were given a maintenance 
allowance of 2 rupees (Afghani) per day, and 10 rupees (Afghani) each on their 
departure. This cannot be considered excessive, as, in fact, it is not sufficient for 
their needs. The question of the Shia lands was not discussed, and they were not 
interviewed by the King. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) French .—The following have arrived in Kabul from France. They would 
appear to be adventurers hoping to make money out of a proposal for railway 
construction in South Afghanistan. They have no backing from the French 
Government and, it is believed, no financial credit. They have not yet got into touch 
with the British Legation :— 

M. Clemenceau (grandson of the French statesman). 

M. Cadmer. 

M. Sassey. 

M. Mankchief, Russian. 

(b.) Americans .—An American merchant, by name Waterbaker, arrived in 
Kabul on the 11th July. 

( c .) Turk .—A Turk, said to be a son of Jemal Pasha, has arrived in Kabul, and 
hopes to obtain a concession to establish a local bank. 

5. Afghans. 

(a.) King Amanulla is still resting in Paghman. The conduct of affairs 
remains in the hands of the Regent, Muhammed Wali Khan. 

(6.) Ali Ahmed Jan, Governor of Kabul, who proceeded to Europe with King 
Amanulla, is expected in Kabul to-day. He left England at the termination of the 
Afghan visit and proceeded to Egypt, where he was instrumental in concluding the 
Afghan-Egyptian Agreement. 

6. Finance. 

Stories of shortage in the Kabul Treasury continue to be received. From the 
ordinary people, it is said, 10 per cent, is deducted on all cheques presented, and for 
the more influential cheques are only paid in instalments on the excuse of a lack of 
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cash available. Treasury officials give out that there is a large reserve sum in the 
Treasury belonging to the King, who, however, does not want it to be expended, ihe 
story is generally thought to be propaganda to secure a sense of safety to depositors. 
The King’s tour is said to have cost the Treasury three crores of Afghani rupees, or 
about 1 million sterling. 


7. Press. 

The present influx of journalists into Afghanistan is remarkable. In addition 
to the two German journalists reported last week, representatives of an English 
newspaper, published in India, were in Kabul for the King s arrival; also 
Mr. Fleming, who says that he is an American writer, is still here. It is heard that 
M. Schielman, a Russian, is shortly expected to arrive from the United States as a 
representative of the Soviet-American press. 


8. Miscellaneous. 

(a.) In addition to the 11,000 Afghani rupees reported last week as having 
been subscribed by the Kandahar merchants and given to King Amanulla on his 
return for charitable purposes, a further sum of 600,000 Kabuli rupees was 
subscribed at Kandahar as a thank-offering for the safe return of the King. This 
was obtained from civil and military officers, police, merchants and landowners. 

(&.) A serious robbery took place near Charikar a few days ago. A convoy from 
the north was attacked in the early morning as it was starting for Kabul. About 
60,000 Afghani rupees was stolen, a large portion of which was the property of an 
Indian firm, Bishen Das Karm Chand, who were transmitting money from their 

Khanabad branch to Kabul. _ _» . 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 4082/2/97] No. 16. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.-—{Received August 13.) 

67 ^ Kabul , July 21, 1928. 

’ I HAVE the honour to submit the translation of an extract from a speech 
which was delivered by His Majesty King Amanulla on the 27th June m reply to an 

address from the Mayor of Kandahar. . 

2 The speech is interesting as giving an indication of the lessons recently 
learnt in Europe, on which His Majesty desires to lay special stress. Chief among 
these it will be observed, is the necessity for education self-help and increased 
national effort, while His Majesty alludes to his favourite theory, which he developed 
later in Kabul, that no country can fully prosper so long as its women are debarred, 
under the purdah system, from taking their part in the public service. 

3. Since his return to Kabul, King Amanulla has thrown out strong hints that 
the wearing of European dress, at any rate in the capital, is to be made compulsory, 
and his views on this subject and on the emancipation of women have caused 
considerable consternation among the Pathan sections of his subjects 

4. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 

and to the Government of India. ^ ave & c 

a f! H.' HUMPHRYS. 
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Enclosure in No. 16. 

Extract from King Amanulla’s Speech at Kandahar on June 27, 1928, 
in Reply to an Address of Welcome. 

(Translation.) 

HIS Majesty said: “I visited Europe not for pleasure, recreation or the 
purchase of machinery, but in order that I might explore the real road to progress. 
My sole object was the advancement of my nation. God knows what pains I took 
and how hard I worked during my tour for your sake. Even at feasts and garden 
parties given in my honour I devoted myself to discussing means of progress with 
the great statesmen of the West. Whatever I learned will shortly be laid before the 
nation. It will then rest with the nation to judge which was my object—the better¬ 
ment of my country and nation or the personal interests of Amanulla and Queen 
Souriya. If my objects are selfish, the nation is at liberty to reject my suggestions, 
but, if such is not the case, I hope that Kandahar will be the first to carry them out. 
Kandahar is dearest to me of all places in my kingdom. A father loves best the son 
who obeys the most.” His Majesty then drew the attention of the officials to their 
slackness. He said: “There is no satisfactory arrangement for posts and 
telegraphs, nor is any trouble taken to improve the roads. Is it not shameful that 
the posts of Afghanistan are still carried on men’s backs? On my way I saw a man 
riding on a donkey. I enquired who he was and where he was going. He said that 
he was a carrier of the post. He had carried a postal bag to a certain place and 
was returning home after delivering it. When I enquired whether he had taken 
the bag on donkey-back, he replied in the negative, and said that it was only on 
his return journey that he got hold of a donkey. Such are the arrangements for 
posts. Now take the telegraph. The line to Farrah has Seen left incomplete and 
the work postponed. Why? Because it is too hot and the men cannot work! 
It is a pity that the King of Afghanistan should sit in Kandahar and be ignorant of 
what is happening in Herat. Why ? Simply because of the slackness on the part of 
the officials. Compare this state of affairs with other parts of the world. Take 
London. There every morning and every evening you obtain news of what is 
happening all over the surface of the earth. Now take the state of the roads of the 
country. How bad they are! Why ? Because the people are very delicate! They 
cannot bear the heat and cold! They leave the most urgent works simply because 
1 it is too hot, ’ ‘ it is too cold, ’ ‘ it is raining ’ and for such other excuses! Are you 
more delicate than the women of Europe, who boldly work in front of furnaces in 
workshops and factories, never complaining of excessive heat or cold or hard labour? 
Is it not shameful that the women of Europe are more laborious and more active 
than the men of Afghanistan? I have personally witnessed in Europe that the 
women there work on equal terms with men and take an active part in every branch 
of life and in all matters, whether political, social, commercial or any other. You 
will find there women in offices, women in workshops and factories operating the 
machines and working in front of fires, women in political circles, and, in short, 
women everywhere you go. On the other hand, the women of Afghanistan only know 
how to sit idly in the houses, and they do nothing more. Why should not then such a 
country be backward, while countries where women share equally with men are 
prosperous?” Continuing, His Majesty discussed the geographical situation of 
Afghanistan, saying: “Afghanistan is situated between two very strong Powers, 
England and Russia, neither of which wishes to see her prosper. And this is only 
natural; for you, too, would not like to help a neighbouring country and to see it 
grow stronger than your own. Whv, then, should England or Russia help you, 
and why should you expect help of them? You may say that you have no money. 
But neither England nor Russia is going to supply you with it. What, then, can 
you do? Try hard to earn money yourselves. You possess in your country mines of 
every kind Work them and make use of them. Form companies and start factories 
and workshops. Expend a little labour and courage. You will then find money in 
plenty. Unless you help yourselves it is absolutely impossible for you to move with 
the world and to safeguard your interests. Therefore be active and bold. You 
cannot reach your goal merely by sitting idle. Amanulla cannot do everything for 
you. He advises you, implores you and presses you, but beyond that he can do 
nothing. You may rest assured that Amanulla will carry with him to the grave 
all his ambitions of seeing Afghanistan advanced and prosperous unless you rouse 
’ourselves from your deep sleep.” 
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[N 4191/10/97] No. 17. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received August 20.) 

(No. 69.) 

Sir, Kabul, July 23, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this 
Legation for the week ending the 21st July, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 

Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

July 21,1928. 

1. Military. 

It is said that General Kiazim Pasha, Deputy Chief of the Turkish General 
Staff, will shortly arrive in Afghanistan as Inspector-General of the Afghan army 
and military adviser to King Amanulla. Another name mentioned in this 
connexion is that of General Nadji Pasha, but, according to information contained 
in the Turkish press, the former is the more likely candidate. It is further stated 
that four Turkish colonels will accompany General Kiazim Pasha, and these will be 
appointed as directors of sections of the Afghan War Office. Little practical 
result has been obtained by former reorganisations by Turkish military missions. 
It is believed that strong pressure is being exerted by senior Afghan officers to 
prevent the employment of so distinguished a Turkish officer accompanied by so 
strong a staff. The Afghans naturally fear that they will be compelled to vacate 
good appointments and lose a good deal of authority, and they prefer to employ more 
junior Turkish officers as instructors under them. 


2. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week:— 

July 15.—One D.H.9x\ made a series of short flights in the vicinity of the 
aerodrome for one hour 50 minutes. 

July 20.—One D.H.9A made a series of short flights in the vicinity of the 
aerodrome for one hour 20 minutes. 

(6.) Reference paragraph 2 (b) of last week’s diary. The following arrived in 
Kabul on the 10th July with the three German Junkers :— 

Herr Krainer, pilot of passenger machine. 

Herr Rohday, pilot. 

Herr Uoos, pilot, with his wife. 

Three German mechanics. 

Herr Uoos and the mechanics have two-year contracts with the Afghan 
Government at £55 and £35 per month, respectively. Since their arrival in Kabul 
they have all wired to the Junkers Company saying that their contracts are most 
unsatisfactory and asking to have them cancelled unless their pay is much increased. 
Herren Krainer and Rohday have definitely refused the offer of the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment of local employment. Herr Rohday has recently been employed by the Turkish 
Government at a salary of £85 per month. The German colony wished these pilots 
to stay with a view to gaining a footing in the air service, but the Russians would 
like them to go, thereby getting control of these new aircraft themselves. It is 
generally understood that all Russians in Afghan employment are paid by the 
Soviet a sum equal to that which they receive from the Afghans. This would mean 
that a Russian pilot is paid £42 per month in Kabul and £42 per month by the 
Soviet authorities, totalling £84 per month, 
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(c.) It is hearsay that orders have been issued for ^construction of a good 
aerodrome at Dakka, and it is the intention of the ^fghan air w ju 

above Junkers to establish an air line from Kabul to Dakka, from whence cars win 

be available to connect with Peshawar. iruon of the 

(d.) Kandak Mishar (battalion commander) Ghulam Dastagir Khan of t 
Afghan air force, who has been in Moscow for some time past, has now returned 
Kabul by air. He was entertained by air force headquarters on his return. 

3 Tv'll)BS7H/S7Z 

Daud Shah, the Landi Kotal murderer (April 1923), is said to have Wseen in 
Nasian recently. He is careful not to go down as far as Kahi or Achin, but keeps i 
the hills The Hakin of the Shinwaris, Sher Ahmed Khan, has orders from 
Governor of Jalalabad to arrest him whenever possible and is waiting for an 
opportunity to do so should Daud Shah come down to the Shinwan plain. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) French.— The French celebrated their national day on the 14th July. The 
Diplomatic Corps, Afghan Ministers and their secretaries, attended the French 
Legation in the morning. In the afternoon the French Minister gave a tU^ansant 
to which a number of Europeans and young Afghans were invited. There was 

understood that the Turkish Ambassador to. Kabul-will be 

Yussuf Hikmat Bey, who will probably arrive Hw 

experience includes appointments in London, Pans, Berlin and Belgrade ^aiejy 

KftelTcretary t„ P Kemal Pasha. Counsellor to the Embassy will be Saadulla 

Earid Bev late Turkish consul in London. . , , , 0 . 

* Persians — Mehdi Khan Farrukh, Persian Minister, is believed to have left 

Tehran for Kabul about the 18th July. He has been away on deputation in 
connexion with the Afghan visit to Persia, and is now coming back to fetch his 
family who remained in Kabul. He will probably not be appomted Ambassador, 
although, under the new agreement, the two countries have agreed to establish 

Embassies. 

5. Afghans. , . . , 

la.) On the 3rd July, at the occasion of the garden party given by the Municipal 
Committee to King Amanulla on his return, the president, on behalf of t 
committee, presented to the King the sum of 500,000 rupees (Afghani) f™charltaWe 
purposes. His Majesty declined the gift and, instead, he himself gave 
100 000 rupees (Afghani) for distribution in charity. , • ji 

AlthS the King is supposed to be resting, Ke is, in fact, by no means idle 
On the 15th g he addressed the Government officials in Paghman. After ^akm|, 
length, of his experiences in Europe, he gave them a severe warning againstfc taki g 
bribes On the 18th he saw a gathering of military officers in Kabul. He descr 
the various armies which he had seen; their standard of efficiency, discipline and 
organisation^^ aTl of which, he said, wa^ only obtainable by hard work and devotion 
to S duty He hoped that his officers would help him by personal service and honest 

W ° rk At the same time the Queen addressed a meeting of women in Dilkusha Palace. 
She said that they must take an equal part with men m the general work of he 
country which of course, was impossible while they remained like prisoners m their 
houses 7 ’ The human being was the highest form of creation, and beauty, a.thing of 
iov and should not be hidden. The women in Europe were prominent in industry, 
int the women in Afghanistan, who were physically stronger than those of the 
Western nations, did not take any part in the progress of their country. This was 
solely due to the universally condemned practice of purdah. 

\b) It is believed that King Amanulla intends to assemble a Loe Jirga (the 

Peers V—Mute was 

5X“u/ated S ™s in 1924, after the Khost rebellion. It is understood that the King 
wm convene a special assembly of the Loe Jirga and pkee before them the results 
Tud impressions gained from fiis tour of foreign countries The Loe Jirga consists 
“VoTto 800 leading men from all parts of Afghanistan. It is reported that 
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contracts for their feeding and clothing have been called for. It is proposed to 
give each member of the assembly a free suit of clothes, cut more or less on modern 
lines. It is early yet to consider what points will be discussed, but, from the King’s 
recent utterances, the following may be some of the points to be discussed:— 

(i.) The advance of education. 

(ii.) The betterment of all forms of communication, including roads, telegraphs 
and railways. 

(iii.) The stamping out of bribery amongst Government officials. 

(iv.) The acquisition of more aviation and war material. 

(v.) The abolition of purdah. 

The latter really only affects the towns, for in the country generally, where much of 
the population is nomadic, and the women, accustomed to working in the fields, 
fetching water and carrying wood, &c., are not veiled, though they do not mix with 
any but their close relations. 

6. Railways. 

Reference paragraph 4 (a) of last week’s diary. The Clemenceau Railway 
Mission have called on the Legation and have discussed with Sir Francis Humphrys 
various points in connexion with their scheme. They have not yet had an interview 
with the King and are uncertain as to their future plans. The Soviet Legation take 
the view that it is a poorly disguised British enterprise. 

7. Miscellaneous. 

An Afghan merchant who has recently come to Kabul from Herat, via Russian 
Turkestan, reports that the road from Herat to Kushk was good and fit for motor 
traffic. He left Kushk at 4 a.m. by train, and, after a wait of six hours at Merv, the 
train continued to Termez. The second-class rail fare from Kushk to Termez was 
26 manat, or 52 rupees (Kabuli). There were two classes of carriage, second and 
third. First-class accommodation is only available on the trains to Europe. From 
Termez station to the river crossing is one hour’s carriage drive. The Oxus is crossed 
in small boats, and 5 rupees (Kabuli) per passenger was charged, and it took twenty 
minutes to cross the river. In the summer, making an early start, it is usually 
possible to reach Mazar-i-Sharif in one day from the Oxus in a horse-drawn vehicle. 
This man states that he had no knowledge of an air line over the Oxus. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 4284/215/97] No. 18. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—{Received August 26.) 

(No. 115.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, August 25, 1928. 

ON the 2l8t instant I announced intention to present gift of arms to King, and 
on 23rd gave detailed list, including free training of twenty Afghan cadets at 
Sandhurst, to Wali Muhammad IChan. I mentioned impossibility of making 
anything but a modest gift of war materials at a time when reduction of armaments 
was order of the day and when all nations of the world were pressing for strictest 
economy in their own military budgets. Afghan Government may possibly ask for 
cash or assistance in some other form instead of gift of arms, 

This refers to my telegram No. 105. 
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[N 4275/20/97] No. 19. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received August 27.) 

(No. 72.) 

£ir, Kabul, July 30, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this 
Legation, for the week ending the 28th July, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 19. 

Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

July 28, 1928. 

1. Military. 

{a.) FIRQA MISHAR NEKH MU HAMMED KHAN, commanding the 
Kandahar Division, is at present on two months’ leave in Kabul. He does not wish 
to return to Kandahar, and is trying to arrange a transfer. 

(&.) Firqa Mishar Muhammed Gul Khan, commanding the Jalalabad Division, 
has recently been to Kabul on duty. He had interviews with the King and 
Muhammed Wali Khan, and has now returned to his headquarters. 

(c.) Major Christenn, German, instructor at the Infantry School, Kabul, who 
was placed under arrest for beating an Afghan officer on parade, was tried and found 
guilty. He has now, however, in view of liis past good service, been pardoned. 

2. Aviation. 

{a.) The following flights have been observed during the Dast week :— 

July 20. One D.II.Da flew from Kabul to Kandahar. 

July 21. The above machine returned to Kabul. 

July 22. One Air Line postal Junker arrived at Kabul from Termez. 

One D.H.9 a left Kabul at 5 a.m. Destination not known. 

July 25. A D.H.9a carried out several short flights in the vicinity of the 
aerodrome, totalling; 2 hours 5 minutes flying. 

(&.) It is officially notified that the Afghan Air Force have made arrangements 
for a passenger service between Kabul and Mazar-i-Sharif. This will presumably 
De run in connexion with the Kabul-Tashkent air line. This latter line is working 
very erratically. Mails to Europe are definitely carried a great deal quicker 
via India. Not only do mail aircraft leave Kabul at very uncertain periods, but 
letters remain in Tashkent for at least fourteen days before being forwarded on. 
Passengers also have trouble in securing accommodation, and one case has been heard 
of where a prospective passenger remained three weeks in the pestilential heat of 
Termez awaiting a passage. 


3. Foreigners. 

{a.) Persian .—The Persian Legation have received unconfirmed information 
that Mirza Mahmud IChan, Djam, will be appointed as Persian Ambassador m 
Kabul. He was, until recently, Governor of Kiiorassan, and before that Governor 
of Kerman, it is also said that the Persian Minister, Mirza Mehdi Khan Farrukh, 
is to be appointed Persian representative in Bagdad. 

Members of the Persian Legation in Kabul look with disfavour on the increased 
friendly relations between the British and the Afghans. They say that the British 
are also very friendly with Turkey, but not with Persia. They undoubtedly fear 
that the Afghan Government, if not supported, at least not discouraged by the 
British, may take up an offensive and aggressive attitude towards Persia. This 
feeling has been strengthened by the derogatory remarks which have been made by 
members of the King’s suite regarding the Persian visit and Persia generally. 
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(b.) German.—Herr Knott, employed in constructing a cloth factory in Herat, 
accompanied by his wife, has recently arrived in Kabul by motor car from Herat. 
He was ordered to come to Kabul by the King, to discuss certain engineering wor 

m ll ^- French _ U ' Bouveret, who has been engaged by the Afghan Government 
to reorganise their postal and telegraphic services, has arrived m Kabul, via India. 

(d.) Russians .—Amongst recent arrivals by air from Tashkent is Miss btark. 

aged about 20, daughter of the Soviet Minister. . 

A large consignment of Russian cigarettes were recently on sale in the bazaar 
at a very cheap rate. The Afghan authorities traced this consignment as having 
been imported by the Soviet Legation under diplomatic privilege without having 
paid customs duty. The Afghan Government are very much annoyed about this, and 
it has done nothing to improve the present existing local bad feeling against the 
Soviet. 

4. Afghans. 

{a.) It is understood that the annual Jashan (Independence) week, celebrated 
at Paghman, will commence on the 16th August. i . . 

(b.) On Friday, the 27th July, it was announced that Government omcials, 
shopkeepers, merchants, &c., in Kabul should attend at the mosque to meet the King, 
who would attend prayers and address the people. A large concourse attended, only 

to be told that the King was not, after all, able to come. 

(c.) Up to the present, the only noticeable result of King Amanullah s visit ™ 
Europe is that he is giving a great deal of petty trouble to his subjects. There is 
no doubt that the King, whilst in Turkey, was much impressed by the authority of 
Kemal Pasha. If he models his actions on those of Kemal Pasha, which he appears 
to be doing, there is a distinct possibility of his going to unnecessary and dangerous 

^ The most absurd orders are being issued and enforced by the police. No woman 
may be seen in Paghman unless she is seen wearing a special pattern of light veil. 
The King recently saw a woman who was wearing another form of veil, which he 
there and then personally took off and burnt. No man is allowed to wear his hair 
long at the sides, and the King himself had a man arrested for this offence: The 
culprit, passing a hairdresser’s shop on the way to prison, stopped and had his hair 
cut, and was then pardoned. All motor drivers to Paghman and anyone entering 
the’public gardens must wear a hat, and not the usual astrakhan cap nor a turban. 
The wearing of loose pantaloons has also been forbidden, and everyone now is ordered 
to wear trousers and a coat. A new form of salutation has been introduced, by which 
one has to raise his hat to intimate friends and touch it to acquaintances. Any 
infringement of the above orders is severely punished. 

All these petty and unimportant orders are greatly exaggerated even m the 
Kabul bazaar, and reports have been received from Kandahar and Jalalabad which 
show to what extent rumour can distort facts amongst an illiterate and uninformed 
public. One result is that suitable delegates for the Loe Jirga (the People’s Repre¬ 
sentatives), which it is proposed to assemble shortly in Kabul, are doing their best 
to avoid selection and making every excuse not to come to Kabul, as they obiect to 
having to wear trousers and hats, and they also fear that they will be compelled to 
vote For the abolition of purdah. A report has been received from Kandahar, 
obviously exaggerated, that the true believers are thinking of migrating to India to 
escape the effects of modern Islamic rule. 

(d.) An excellent form of traffic control has been established on the Kabul- 
Paghman road, where, in the place of the “ white line,” stout pegs have been driven 
into the middle of the road at all corners. 

5. Irrigation. 

Mr. Islam, Indian, irrigation engineer, has been appointed to Mazar-i-Sharif 
at a monthly salary of 1,300 rupees (Afghani). He is to carry out certain irrigation 
schemes in that district. 


6. Miscellaneous. 

Very many applications have been received lately from British officers and others 
to visit Afghanistan for periods varying from two days to two months. These 
applicants appear to be under the impression that the Landi Khana-Kabul road is 
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in good condition, the rest houses en route fit to live in, and that the only available 
accommodation in Kabul, the Wali Hotel, is fit for officers to stay in. This 
information may have been supplied to them by Afghan officials in India, who do 
not always speak the truth. One recently informed a visitor that wagon-lit 
accommodation was available in a train from Peshawar to Kabul. Two or three 
Englishmen in connexion with various business and three or four missionary ladies 
have recently visited Kabul, and all were full of complaints. The passport officer 
at Dakka was asleep, and they had to await his convenience in the midday heat of 
that place; no accommodation or food was available at the Nimla Rest House; the 
sanitary arrangements at the Wali Hotel were quite inadequate, &c. One gentleman 
was forced to ask himself to meals at the Legation, as he was unable to eat the food 
provided at the hotel. Two Danish missionary ladies, who have been in India for 
some years, came up in a lorry which also contained ten Afghan passengers, and their 
experience was far from pleasant. The only suitable way of visiting Afghanistan 
at present is by invitation from the Legation, when all arrangements, en route and 
in Kabul, can be settled beforehand. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 4284/210/97] No. 20. 

Lord Cushendun to Sir F. Humphrys {Kabul). 

(No. 71.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 27, 1928. 

IN view of signature of Peace Pact and of strong tendencies towards disarma¬ 
ment on moral no less than economic grounds, some feeling is likely to be aroused 
both in England and in India by gift of arms to Afghanistan. It is therefore 
desirable that you should, if possible, manoeuvre King into asking for something 
else. It must, however, be remembered that His Majesty’s Government have decided 
against cash subsidy, so please be careful not to raise expectations of that kind. 

This refers to your telegram No. 115. 


[N 4379/10/97] No. 21. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir A usten Chamberlain.—{Received September 3.) 

(No. 74.) 

Sir, Kabul, August 6, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to this 
Legation for the week ending the 4th August, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. FI. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 21. 


Diary of the Military Attache , British Legation, Kabul, for the week ending 

August 4, 1928. 

1. Military. 


THE Afghan Foreign Office asked, two months ago, for facilities to import 
via India (Karachi-Chaman) the following war material purchased in France:— 

8 guns. 

5 tanks (? armoured cars). 

50,000 rifles, -303. 

50 million rounds of s.a.a. 


In addition to the above, some small consignments of rifles have been ordered from 
England, and also one more important order of 3,000 • 303 rifles and 600,000 roundc- 
of s.a.a. This latter consignment, and the rifles and ammunition purchased in Paris.. 
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have been obtained from British surplus stocks through the agency of the English 
firm of Messrs. A. Fleming and Co. The reason for purchase in Paris is probably 
because the French firm, through whom Messrs. Fleming have received the order, 
are prepared to grant the Afghan Government extensive credits in the hope of a 
handsome commission. The rifles and ammunition are being imported in two equal 
consignments, the first of which will leave England on the 10th August. Even so, 
allowing that the weight of each consignment is something over 1,000 tons, the cost 
of transport from Karachi to Chaman will be a serious item for the already depleted 
Afghan treasury, and the transport from Chaman to Kabul will be no easy matter. 

2. Aviation. 

The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

July 28.—An air line Junker arrived at Kabul from Tashkent. 

July 30.—An air line Junker left the Kabul aerodrome, but landed almost 
immediately on account of unsuitable flying conditions. It eventually left 
for Tashkent on the 1st August. 

3. Foreigners. 

Mirza Mehdi Khan Farrukh, Persian Minister, arrived in Kabul on the 
2nd August. He has been in Persia on deputation duty in connexion with the recent 
Afghan Royal visit. 

4. Afghans. 

(a.) An order has been issued that no Afghan official may marry more than one 
wife on penalty of being dismissed from Government service. The question of those 
who have already married two or more wives will be decided at the time of the 
Loe Jirga. 

(b.) Afghan Government officials are nowadays busier than ever they have been 
before in their lives. They have all been allotted specific tasks in connexion with the 
assembly of the Loe Jirga and the reform schemes which it is proposed to discuss at 
the assembly. The Regent informed the Minister that no officials would be able to 
accept invitations to the British Legation until after the Jashan, as the King has 
them working all day and they have discussions at night. In addition, it is expected 
lhat there will be a reshuffle of appointments very soon, and in consequence officials 
are feeling uncertain as to their future prospects. His Majesty King Amanulla 
was on the sick list for five days last week and unable to transact any business. 
Ghulam Sadiq Khan has retired to his country house in the Koh-i-Deman for a few 
days’ rest. 

(c.) On the 1st August the Queen addressed a meeting of Afghan ladies in 
Kabul. She had divided Kabul into areas and asked her audience to select repre¬ 
sentatives for each area who would be responsible for the education of girls and 
generally for the welfare of women in their appointed areas. The Queen also said 
that she would like to see some women employed in the Government workshops in 
Kabul. 

( d .) Arrangements are being made to send a party of twenty to forty young 
Afghan women to Turkey to undergo a course of training in hospital and maternity 
nursing. The Afghans were doubtful as to what class of women to select, and were 
thinking of including one or two of the young Princesses until it was pointed out 
to them that, even in Europe, members of Royal Families are not usually trained in 
these subjects. One of the girls selected is a daughter of Faiz Mohd Khan, Minister 
of Education. There is some talk of getting permission for a second party to undergo 
training in India in the same subjects. 

(e.) Shortly before the return of King Amanulla a very doubtful transaction 
was contemplated by the Afghan authority, then in charge, to increase the available 
cash in the privy purse. This had run so low that it was feared that King Amanulla 
would be seriously annoyed about it on his return. A German merchant in Kabul, 
Herr Ebner, formerly manager of the Deutsche-Afghanische Company, from which 
he was dismissed for alleged fraud, was asked to import 2,000 rifles. These were 
not for Government purposes, but for local sale. It was hoped to be able to purchase 
these for approximately £3 each, and it was proposed to sell them at about £40 each. 
This, even after the local officials had taken their percentage, showed an appreciable 
profit to the privy purse. This transaction, though fostered by senior Afghan 
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officials, would have been directly against the interests of both Afghan and British 
Governments, as King Amanulla is definitely pursuing a policy of disarmament, 
where possible in his country. Herr Ebner proposed to get these rifles from British 
sources though by devious channels, through Russia and Germany. The. number of 
rifles which it was proposed to import fell, for various reasons, from 2,000 to 400 
and eventually on the King’s return, Herr Ebner received a private message from 
Ghulam badiq Khan that it would be advisable for him and the officials concerned 
to drop the whole matter. It appears unlikely that Herr Ebner will recover the 
deposit which he has already paid to the firm from which he proposed to purchase 
the rifles, as he approached the matter through several foreign sub-agents. 

5. Miscellaneous. 

Makcheef, the leader of the Clemenceau Mission, has had an interview with 
the King. It is not known exactly what took place, but as a result the members of 
the mission have become very secretive as to their future plans and movements. 
They have obviously been warned against discussing their project with anyone, and 
M. Clemenceau said that m future he would not be able to come to the British 
Legation unless he had a sound reason for doing so. Makcheef says that he has 
worked a good deal on railway construction in partnership with M. Clemenceau’s 
father It is understood that the latter is in Europe trying to obtain a credit of 
55 million dollars to finance this scheme. The party left Kabul for Ghazni on the 
st August, from whence they may continue on to Kandahar. They expect to return 
to Kabul in about fifteen days’ time. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 4480/10/97] No. 22. 

... F 1 ' Humphrys to Lord Gushendun.—(Received September 10 ) 

(No. 76.) 

My Lord Kabul, August 13, 1928. 

1 LA V L the honour to transmit the diary of the militarv attache to this Leoation 
for the week ending the 11th August, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

the Government of ia beiQg seut to tlie Secretai 7 of State for Iodia and 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 22. 


Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation, Kabul, for the week ending 

, . . August 11, 1928. 

L Aviation. 


(a.) Ihe following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

August 4.—One D.H.9 A made four flights from Sherpur aerodrome, totalling 
one hour fifteen minutes flying. r> 

August o.—One 1).H.9 A. made a series of short flights from Sherpur aerodrome, 
totalling two hours flying. 

August 0.—One of the new German Junkers carried out a test flight. 

August 9.—The. above monoplane left Kabul for Kandahar, en route Herat. The 
pilot was Herr Uoos, and the passengers, Mr. Fleming, American, and an 
Afghan officer. 


Mr irnnlf S l M Flen ] m S’ this .1unker is going to Herat to fetch an American, 
Mr. btrachan, who is coming to Afghanistan in connexion with possible railway 
developments, and to prospect for oil and minerals. Mr. Fleming paid £27 10a. foi¬ 
ls passage from Kabul to Herat. The machine carried petrol for its return journey. 

August 9.—One Junker flew from Kabul to Mazar-i-Sharif to fetch the Governor 
of that province to Kabul for the Jashan celebrations. The departure was 
advertised beforehand and intending passengers were told to apply to the 
An force headquarters to reserve accommodation, the fare being £12 10s 

[19117] 
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(b.) The General Officer Commanding, Jalalabad Division, has received sanction 
from the War Ministry to construct an aerodrome in the vicinity of Ghani Khel, near 
Pesh Bolak, 25 miles south-east of Jalalabad. The site has been chosen and 
measurements approved by the Air Force authorities, but work has not yet been put 
in hand. 

i 

2. British Subjects. 

(a.) Mr. Roland J. Wild, ex-assistant editor of the “ Civil and Military Gazette, 
and now attached to the “ Pioneer,” arrived in Kabul on the 10th August. 

(6.) Baz Gul, Deputy Superintendent in the Baluchistan police, who, as previously 
reported, accompanied King Amanullah from Tehran to Kabul, is now staying in a 
tent near the Bahar Hotel in Paghman. He is a refugee from Afghanistan and has 
previously paid several visits to this country. Being really an Afghan himself, he is 
on good terms with the local officials, and may succeed in his object to regain his 
lands in the Wardak Valley and resettle there. 


3. Tribesmen. 

The following, amongst others, who came to Kabul to welcome the King, were 
paid sums of money at Jalalabad and left for their homes on or before the 
1st August:— 

Rs. 

Abdul Khaliq, s/o Mullah Mahmud, Akhunzada ... 500 (Afghani). 

Khwaja Fakir, s/o the late Aka Khel Mullah, Said 

Akhbar ... ... ... ... 300 „ 

Said Almar, Malikdin Khel Afrida ... ... 200 ,, 

Some petty Afridi Afghan allowance-holders were paid three years’ allowances in 
arrears. Afghan Mohmands were given sums varying from Rs. 20 to Rs. 100 
(Afghani). All tribesmen were informed that this year’s allowances would be paid to 
them at the time of a tribal gathering, which it is proposed should beheld in Jalalabad 
in about two months’ time. The preparations for this gathering are said to have 
already begun. It may be remembered that allowances were paid to Afridi Afghan 
allowance-holders last January, totalling about Rs. 130,000 (Afghani). Under the 
circumstances, it does not appear strange to hear that the tribesmen on the borders of 
the Jalalabad Province are now returning to their homes discussing the possibilities of 
trouble between Afghanistan and India. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) The following ladies came to Kabul with the Queen :— 

Mme. Vorobchevici: Roumanian. In charge of the Queen’s wardrobe. She 
has been in Kabul for some years, and was with the Queen throughout 
the tour. 

Mme. Ott: French. Companion. Was engaged in Turkey. 

Helen Ollag: German Levantine. Governess. Engaged in Tehran. Said 
to have undertaken pro-German activities in Persia during the war. 

The two latter are both desirous of leaving Afghanistan as soon as possible. 

(6.) Turks. —Ahmed Rashid Bey, s/o Jemal Pasha, who accompanied King 
Amanullah from Turkey with the hope of establishing a bank in Kabul, i« returning to 
Turkey to get married. He says that he will return in about three months’ time. 

(c.) American. —Mr. Flemiug left Kabul by air for Herat on the 9th August. He 
is returning to Europe via Persia. 

5. Afghans. 

(a.) It is said that a preliminary meetiug of the Loe Jirga will be held 1 in 
Paghman before the Jashan, which commences on the 16th August. 

(6.) The Hajji of Turangzai left Kabul for his home on the 8th August. Nearly 
all those who came from the provinces to welcome the King have now left, and the 
numbers who will attend the Jashan, with the exception of the Loe Jirga, will be much 
lesB than in former years. 
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(e.) A serious dacoity recently took place in Paghman. A gang, said to have 
numbered 100 men, raided the house of two brothers, Abdul Zahid Khan and Abdul 
Khaliq Khan, who was at one time the local Governor of Paghman. Both brothers 
were killed and their property looted. General Abdul Qayum Khan (W.W. 98) and 
his brother, Abdul Aziz Khan, have been arreBted in this connexion. The matter is 
receiving some attention as Paghman is chiefly reserved for the Royal family and 
leading Government officials. 

(d.) The Sikh community in Kabul held three days’ festival this week; 200 to 300 
Sikhs attended. At the termination, a party was given in the gardens of Dewan 
Naranjan Dass. The officiating Governor of Kabul and the head of the municipality 
were present. Speeches were made in which the Sikhs assured King Amanullah of 
their unswerving loyalty, but no anti-British sentiments were expressed. 

6. Kandahar. 

(a.) Sanction has been applied for to have an extension of the telephone line to 
the aerodrome. 

( b .) All Germans employed in Kandahar have come to Kabul for the Jashan. 
Herr Kutz, who is in charge of the Kandahar-Chaman road, says that the Irish bridge 
across the Tarnak has been completed, but, on account of lack of funds, the general 
condition of the road is as bad as ever. 

(c.) No money is now available from the Kandahar Treasury, which is, however, 
said to contain a reserve of over Rs. 2,000,000 (Afghani). Government expenses 
are met by current receipts from customs, municipal taxes, &c. 

(<f.) A number of Government buildings are for sale, including the large old 
Harem serai, the Daulat serai and the wheat godown. 

(e.) Highway robbery in the Kandahar area and on the Chaman, Herat and 
Ghazni roads is more prevalent than it has been for some time past. 

(/.) Great difficulty is being found in selecting candidates for the Loe Jirga from 
the Kandahar district. Suitable nominees are not willing to go to Kabul, and other 
candidates do not please the local authorities. The people are taking little interest in 
the selection, as it is generally thought that the object of the Loe Jirga is to abolish 
purdah and to introduce female education, neither of which appeals to the Kandahar 
populace. 

7. Afghan Press. 

(a.) A. new weekly newspaper is being issued in Kabul, called the “ Nauroze.” 
The editor is one Mirza Nauroze Khan, and the paper has the support of the 
officiating Governor of Kabul. 

(6.) The “ Tulu-i-Afghan,” dated Kandahar, the 25th July, publishes the 
following message from King Amanullah :— 

“ I intend to acquaint the Deputies of the Loe Jirga with the experiences 
which I have gained in foreign countries. A female conference will also be held 
of representatives of the older and more intelligent women of Kabul and 
Kandahar. Four to six representatives are required from Kandahar, who will be 
guests of the Queen and to whom she will relate her experiences in Europe. 
These representatives will then be able in their turn to impart the information to 
the other women in Kandahar.” 

It may be remembered that a similar proposed conference of women, in the time 
of Ameer Habibullah, resulted in a riot directed against the then Governor of Kabul, 
Muhammad Usman Khan. 

8. Education. 

Twenty-five youths have been selected from both Kandahar and Jalalabad to 
proceed to Kabul, from whence they will be sent to Turkey to be educated. 

9. Railways. 

M. Clemenceau returned to Kabul rather unexpectedly on the 7 th August. He was 
in camp at Sheikabad, half-way between Kabul and Ghazni, and has completed his 
survey up to that point. He came back for one day to get his passport and permission 
to visit Chaman. He also asks for information regarding heights in the vicinity of 
Chaman. He does not now expect to return to Kabul till October. 

[19117] y » 
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10. Miscellaneous. 

A party consisting of 150 Indians, singers, jugglers, members of a circus, &c., 
have been commissioned to come to Kabul to give entertainments_ during the Jashan 
festivities. The organiser of this party is one Chiragh Deen, India, who has attended 
former Jashans. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 4558/10/97] No. 23. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received September 17.) 

(No. 80.) 

Sir, Kabul, August 20, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to this 
Legation, for the week ending the 18th August, 1928. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 23. 


Diary of the Military Attache, British Leaation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

August 18, 1928. 


1. Aviation. 


(a.) THE following flights have been observed during' the past week :■— 

August 12. The large passenger Junker, which has recently been received from 
Berlin, arrived back from Mazar-i-Sharif, to which place it was flown on 
the 9th August. 

Junker No. 1 made two flights, totalling twenty-five minutes’ flying. 
August 13. One D.H. 9A flew over Kabul for twenty minutes. 

Junker No. 1 flew over Kabul for fifteen minutes. 


(6.) It is noticeable that during the Independence Week festivities (Jashan) 
this year, no air force display is included in the programme. This is the first time 
since the arrival of aircraft in Afghanistan that they have taken no part in the 
Jashan. 

(c.) When the new aeroplanes arrived in Kabul from Russia this May, it was 
understood locally that they had been purchased by the Afghan Government. The 
Soviet are now informing the people of Kabul that these machines were a gift to 
the Afghans in commemoration of the King’s visit to Moscow. 


2. British Subjects. 

Mrs. J. J. Campbell, a lady doctor, is in Paghman on a short visit. 

3. Foreigners. 

(a.) Turks .—Hikmet Pasha, Turkish Ambassador, arrived in Kabul on the 
15th August and proceeded direct to Paghman. He appears to be, on first impression, 
a suitable person to come as the first Ambassador to Kabul. 

(b.) American. —Mr. Harland, American merchant, arrived in Kabul on the 
12th August. 

( c.) German. —Dr. Seiler, German, physician to His Majesty the King, has 
been granted a transit visa to proceed via India to Germany. He intends to travel 
via Quetta and Duzdap. 
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4. Afghans. 

(a.) The members of the Loe Jirga (the National Assembly) in Paghman are a 
very unhappy and pathetic sight. They are wearing a form of dress provided free 
by Government. This consists of a black morning coat and trousers, white shirt with 
black tie and a black soft hat. The style might have been copied from our Non¬ 
conformist clergy and certainly does not suit any of the wearers; whilst Mangals, 
Ghilzais, &c., are, and know they are, the most ridiculous objects. The number of 
delegates is 1,001 and they will start sitting immediately after the termination of 
the Jashan. 

(b.) The officiating Governor of Kabul and Kabir Jan, younger brother of the 
King, dined in the restaurant of the Paghman Hotel with their wives, on the evening 
of the first day of the Jashan. The two ladies were entirely unveiled. 

(c.) The Jashan was opened on the afternoon of the 16th August at Paghman. 
A programme of the week is attached as an appendix to this diary. Two items are 
specially worth noting; one, dancing every evening combined with a masked ball 
on the 19th, and secondly, a whole day given over to what may almost be termed a 
test match, when the British Legation play Afghanistan at cricket on the 21st. It is 
also hoped to arrange some international tennis during the week. The week was 
opened in the usual manner; the Regent read an address to the King and King 
Amanulla replied. 

The King’s speech was disappointing, it was not delivered in his usual convincing 
style and contained little of interest. He said that Afghans had sacrified much to 
gain independence and should be prepared to guard it with their lives. They should 
obey the laws of the land, but only lawful orders. The members of the Loe Jirsra 
were assembled to give their free opinion on points to be discussed. As regards 
education, the time has now come for education of girls as well as boys; arrangements 
were therefore being made to send a party of girls abroad. He quoted from the 
Koran that polygamy was only permissible when equality and justice were maintained 
between wives. This was an almost impossible ideal, so no man should marry more 
than one wife. Women must be treated as companions and the equal of their 
husbands. The future prosperity of the country depended on the mothers and how 
they brought up the next generation. Finally the King, turning to the women’s 
enclosure, told them to remain pure and chaste, but withal to be free and not in 
bondage to their husbands. 

(d.) At the opening of the Jashan about 100 youths dressed in white were 
grouped round the King. These were the twenty-five students each from Kandahar 
and Jalalabad, and the remainder from Kabul, who will proceed shortly to Turkey 
for education. 

(e.) During the first day of the Jashan an ex-n.c.o. was arrested as he was 
threatening to prevent, by forcible means, what he considered was a breach of Islamic 
etiquette in Afghan ladies talking to Europeans. 

5. Afghan Press. 

(a.) The “ Anees,” dated Kabul, the 5th August, states that the King has given 
the editor 12,000 rupees (Afghani) as his first year’s subscription to that paper, 
which is 1,000 times the regular subscription. 

Another article gives the list of twelve ladies who are the first delegates to the 
conference of women now being held in conjunction with the Loe Jirga, in Paghman. 

(b.) The following is a translation of a series of articles recently published in 
the “ Anees,” dated Kabul, July and August 1928. Many of the facts stated appear 
to be duly optimistic :— 

‘ ‘ The lack of good communications in Afghanistan is a hindrance to the 
export and import of goods, and little benefit is derived from existing commercial 
relations with our neighbouring countries. Afghanistan needs railway 
communication between Chaman-Kandahar-Herat, and Kandahar-KabuJ, 
which could be extended to the Persian and Russian frontiers. This proposed 
alignment would not entail the crossing of any great mountain ranges and would 
link Afghanistan with the railheads of neighbouring countries, especially if by 
that time a Persian railway was completed. Such a line would turn Kandahar, 
Herat, Ghazni and Kabul into flourish^ jommercial, political and economic 
centres, and would help to develop mines in the Kandahar-Herat area. Later 
on branch lines from the main line could be run into the Hazarazat, which is 
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rich in undiscovered mines. A X^fLods Irom^he principal markets of the 
charges on the export and X are Sot agriculturists won d 

world into Afghanistan. Jhe inhabitants rich This railway would 

learn various trades and arts, an< i ,, __ j n0 rthern frontiers to exceed 

not allow political differences on the southern^ fr “ tiers would be reduced 
their due limits, and the present difficulties o &v strengthen our frontiers- 

to a minimum, as the construction of Y ants of the hilly tracts would 

both towards Herat and Kandahar. ^ materially to the strength 

SX" andby to intertribal 

3t '“alned'fy ng 6 troops in the middte of the country near the 

me ’«wi 1 Tt would be in accordance with sound strategical principles. 

:: ti " 

well away from towns. 

:: $ I^lS^Sne tXgarrieon could be easily transported. 
Mazar-i-Sharif and Kataghan.” 


reported last week that there was a “ er ™ ““““LTbe^ole” 
rupees (Afghani) in the Kandahar treasury. ?|ipees (Afghani). Most of 

S£C*£?to ££*£/£ KaSul, leaving only 200,000 rupees (Afghani) in 

Kandahar. 


- « Slit'S!.—.«; ■£>* '«(£ SJS1rAS 

Any levriUngoreartli work will be carried out by the garrison of Kahi. 


8. Miscellaneous. 

A company called Nizafat has been formed in Kabul to manufacture soap, face 
creams, powder, &c. The variety is to be terme maima. ^ ^ DODD, Major. 
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Appendix to Diary for the Week ending August 18, 1928. 


Programme of the Tenth Anniversary of Afghan Independence. 

ON Thursday, the 16th August, His Majesty the King will open the Jashan 
at 4- 30 p.m. in the Bagh-i-Amumi with a speech. The students of the military school 
and of arts schools will receive the King near the house of the Minister of Justice. 

2. At the end of His Majesty’s speech everyone will be free to enjoy themselves 
according to the programme below. 

3. On this day the sons of martyrs will be driven in decorated motor cars. 


Programme. 


Thursday, August 16, 1928.—His Majesty’s speech. Military dance. 

Friday, August 17, 1928.—Cricket match, if any team wishes to play the Tafrih 
Club. 

Saturday, August 18, 1928—Civil and military musketry. Sham historical fighting 
by military n.c.o.’s. 

Sunday, August 19, 1928.—Art and industry. Football and a game of the local 
kind of cricket. 

Monday, August 20, 1928.—Bathing and swimming. Horse race and military race. 

Tuesday, August 21, 1928.—Cricket match between the Recreation Club and the 
British Legation. An appreciation of services of those martyrs of the past ages 
who won this exalted distinction in war with the English. 

Wednesday, August 22, 1928.—European circus. Turkish wrestler. 

Thursday, August 23, 1928.—Local wrestling. Conclusion of Jashan with a speech 
by a Minister. 

Plays and Shows. 


1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 

11 . 


Masked ball. 9 to 1 p.m. on the night of the 19th. 
European theatre. Each night, 8 to 10 p.M. 
Cinema. Each night from 11 to 1 a.m. 

Fireworks. On the night of the 23rd August. 

V6ry light firing. Each night, about 150 rounds. 
Ball. Daily from 5 to 9 p.m. 

Military dance. Daily. 

Circus. 1 to 3 p.m. daily. 

Tennis. Daily. 

Pigeon shooting. 

Carnival. August 17 to 23. 


[N 4659/10/97] No. 24. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—(Received September 24.) 

(No. 82.) 

My Lord, Kabul, August 27,1928. 

" I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attachd to this 
Legation, for the week ending the 25th August, la28. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 
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Enclosure in No. 24 . 

Diary of the Military Attache, Kabul, for the Week ending August 25, 1928. 

1. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week : — 

The Junker which left Kabul for Herat on the 9th August returned from Herat 
to Kandahar on the 21st August, and Kandahar to Kabul on the 22nd. 
Frau Ritz, wife of a German engineer, was a passenger from Kandahar. 

It is believed that Mr. Strachan, American, for whom the machine was sent 
to Herat, did not arrive. . , . 

Auqust 22.—The Potez biplane presented by the French Government arrived m 
Kabul at 4-30 p.m., piloted by Captain Weiser of the 12th Direction. It 
was impossible on this occasion to tell whether it was type (a) or (b). 

(b.) The hangar of the Jalalabad aerodrome, to house three machines, is in an 
unserviceable condition. A portion of the roof has collapsed, and the building* 
requires extensive repairs. 

2. Tribesmen. 

(a.) The number of border tribesmen in Kabul and Paghman for the Jashan 
celebrations is very much less than usual. They came in some numbers to welcome' 
back the King on the 1st July, and have since returned to their homes. Sadda Khan, 
Shaman Khel Mahsud, was noticed dressed in a plus four suit, but, otherwise, 
compulsory European dress kept away most people except officials and the Loe Jirga 

members. , _ TT . . , 

(b.) Four Turis from the Kurram Agency recently went to Waziri to have an 

interview with the Governor of Jalalabad. 

(c.) The following sums were paid to Afridis by the Governor of Jalalabad : 

Said Badshah, 700 rupees (Afghani). 

Brother of above, 400 rupees (Afghani). 

Zarghun Shah, 400 rupees (Afghani). 

The first named received the amount as a present and the latter as allowances. 

3 Soviet. 

It is said that the Soviet Legation in Kabul will shortly be raised to the status 
of an Embassy, with M. Stark as first Ambassador. Officially it was learnt that 
this suggestion had been put forth by the Soviet, but that King Amanullah was still 
considering it. It is unlikely that he will eventually not agree, but he wishes to 
delay the matter so as to make sure that the Turkish Ambassador will be the doyen 
of the local Diplomatic Corps. 

4. Afghans. 

(a.) Ghulam Sadiq Khan, Governor of Shibarghan, supplied the following 
information in the course of a conversation :— 

(i.) There are good aeroplane landing grounds at Mazar and Haibak, but not 

at Shibarghan. . . 

(ii.) Russian trade has recently considerably increased in the Mazar rrovmce 
and was making steady progress in Badakshan. 

(iii.) The road from the Oxus to Mazar was becoming impassable for motor 

vehicles on account of drift sand. _ u 

(iv.) There was no purdah amongst the Turkomans or women in the Shibarghan 
area. Amongst the Uzbegs it was very strict, and any anti -purdah 
movement would receive strong opposition from them. ^ 

(v.) The smuggling of sheep from Afghanistan to the Soviet territory was 
encouraged by the Russians, and had increased to a very great extent. 

(b.) Princess Knbra Jan, sister of the King, will address the Loe Jirga on behalf 
of the women of the country. 
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(c.) An Afghan living in Kabul killed his wife and cut up her body, as she 
expressed anti -purdah sentiments. 

(d.) The Jashan week celebrations passed off very successfully. It was 
emphasised on many occasions that this was the tenth annual celebration of 
independence and the beginning of a new era for Afghanistan. Up to the present 
the Government had been content to establish peace throughout the country, friendly 
relations with foreign Powers, and to gain knowledge from which to decide on a 
policy for the future. Now a fixed policy had been decided on and would be put 
into practice immediately. The most noticeable features of the week were the 
attendance of the Loe Jirga, the unrestricted presence of Afghan ladies at all 
functions, the introduction of sports and games, the performances of a European 
theatrical party, and a general lessening of the suspicion with which the Afghan 
has for generations treated anything foreign. The British Legation were lent the 
best house in Paghman, the private property of the King, and in every way were 
prominent during the week. The cricket match between the Legation and the 
Afghans was won by the latter, who defeated the Legation after an interesting 
game, distinguished by a thoroughly sporting spirit on the part of the Afghans. 
At one time the entire Loe Jirga, brought down by the King, were spectators, and 
at the conclusion the Queen presented a large cup to the winners. The Legation 
took their revenge next day at tennis, and were also presented with a cup by the 
Queen. The tennis matches drew a large and fashionable gallery, and some good 
games were witnessed. The football between two local teams was not so successful. 
Shortly after the start the referee gave a decision, and one side walked off the field 
in protest. They only were induced to return when the referee blew the whistle and 
said that it was half-time. At clay pigeon shooting, also, members of the Legation 
were prominent, and on one occasion a bet of £25 was lost to the King. The Queen 
also took part in this shooting, before a large audience, which included the Loe Jirga. 
The horse races concluded with a jumping display by officers of the cavalry school. 
Considering there were no wings to the jumps, a creditable performance was 
witnessed, and the riding was distinctly good. The usual elephant races did not 
take place, as the elephants had gone to the Oxus to bring the munitions presented 
by the Soviet to the Afghan Government. A rifle shooting competition was held, 
open to the Loe Jirga, and three cups were presented to the most successful 
marksmen. The evening dances were well attended by Afghan gentlemen and 
Europeans. At the “ Bal Masqu6 ” some 100 persons were present, including the 
Regent, his child daughter, most of the Young Afghan party, the Soviet Minister, 
his wife and daughter and several members of his staff. All wore evening dress, 
fancy dress or masks. An Afghan orchestra was provided, also a very fair supper, 
and everything was done in a thoroughly orderly manner. It is understood that 
this entertainment, the first of its kind in Afghanistan and launched with the 
approval of the King, will be repeated on a large scale at a future date. Prizes 
were given for the best fancy dress, and it was remarked by more than one Afghan 
that future dances might be graced by the presence of Afghan ladies. The theatre, 
which holds 700 people, was crowded nightly, all seats being occupied fully an hour 
before the performance was timed to begin. Several casualties occurred in the 
nightly rush to gain seats in the unreserved portion. The performance appeared to 
appeal to the Afghans, especially the lady contortionist. It was an ordinary music- 
hall performance, one item of which was a scantily-attired lady, who asked the 
audience in song : “ Am I Wasting my Time on You! ” and as an encore, “ I Want 
a Kiss from you All.” When the juggler produced the flags of all nations from an 
egg, the only flags clapped were the Union Jack and the Afgnan emblem. 

(e.) The following appointments are said to have been sanctioned. It is 
probable that some changes may be made before these are finally confirmed :— 

Habibulla Khan Tarzi (W.W. 415): Afghan Minister in London. 

Shuja Ud Daula (W.W. 790): At present Afghan Minister in London, to be 
Minister of Court. 

Mohd Yakub Jan (W.W. 854): At present Minister of Court, to be Governor 
of either Kandahar or Herat. 

Ghulam Yaha Khan Tarzi (W.W. 401): To be Afghan Minister in Paris. 

Ghulam Nabi Khan (W.W. 388): At present Afghan Minister in Paris, to be 
Minister in Moscow. 

Mirza Muhammed Khan (W.W. 539): At present Afghan Minister in Moscow', 
to be permanent Under-Secretary in the Foreign Office, Kabul. 

Muhammed Amin Khan (W.W. 235): To be Afghan Minister in Berlin. 
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Sultan Ahmed Khan. (W.W. 801): At present Under-Secretary at the Foreign 
Office, Kabul, to be Afghan Ambassador at Tehran. 

Syed Qasim (W.W. 722): At present Afghan consul-general in India, to be 
Minister in Rome. 

Ali Muhammed Khan (W.W. 227): At present Minister in Rome, to be Chief 
Secretary (Sar Munshi) to the King. 

Syed Qasim: At present Chief Secretary to the King, to be editor of the 
“ Aman-i-Afghan.” 

Muhammed Usman Khan (W.W. 839): At present Afghan consul in Bombay, 
to be consul-general in India. 

Abdur Rahman Khan: At present in charge of the Cypher Branch of the 
Foreign Office, Kabul, to be Afghan consul, Bombay. 

Ghulam Ahmed Khan : At present employed in the Visa Branch of the Foreign 
Office, Kabul, to be consul-general at Meshed. 

The following will retire :— 

Azimulla Khan (W.W. 280): Second Under-Secretary in the Foreign Office, 
Kabul. 

Abdul Aziz Khan (W.W. 15): Minister at Tehran. 

In future Foreign Office appointments will not be interchangeable with those of 
other Ministries. 

5. Afghan Press. 

The “ Aman-i-Afghan,” dated Kabul, the 15th August, mentions that 182 new 
primary schools are to be opened in Afghanistan, and a school for police training in 
Kabul. A large increase has been sanctioned in the budget under the heading 
“ Education.” 

6. Miscellaneous. 

Mrs. J. J. Campbell, a lady doctor who is on a visit to Paghman, is apparently 
trying to arrange to take a party of Afghan girls to the Lady Hardinge Hospital 
in Delhi for training in nursing and maternity duties. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 4707/210/97] No. 25. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Loi'd Cushendan.—(Received September 26.) 

(No. 142.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, September 25, 1928. 

KING is inaccessible owing to prolonged Cabinet crisis, and as there is still no 
Foreign Minister with whom I can deal, I nave had no opportunity of discussing the 
question further. I was, however, informed verbally by Muhammad Wali Khan, 
who is still acting as Regent, that gift of arms, which I read out to him on the 
23rd August, is acceptable, and he asked me to communicate details of gift by letter. 

Please let me know if I have the authority to do this, and to mention that gift 
is in commemoration of visit of His Majesty. 

This refers to your telegram No. 71, dated the 27th ultimo. 


[N 4761/10/97] No. 26. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—(Received October 1.) 

(No. 83.) 

My Lord, Kabul , September 3, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this 
Legation for the week ending the 1st September, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 26. 

Diary of the Military Attache, Kabul, for the Week ending September 1, 1928. 

1. Military. 

(a.) The military attach^ was asked to call at the Afghan War Office on the 
27th August. He was informed that twenty young Afghan officers had been selected 
and were ready to proceed to England for a course of instruction at the R.M.C., 
Sandhurst. All details were discussed at the War Office, who put forward the 
following new propositions :— 

(i.) It was suggested that an Afghan military attach^ should accompany the 
party to London. He would then be attached to the Afghan Legation in 
the ordinary way, but would keep in touch with the R.M.C. authorities 
and would arrange the holidays of the Afghan students, &c. 

(ii.) A request was made that on completion of the Sandhurst course, the Afghan 
officers might be attached to British units for six months’ further 
training. 

(&.) On enquiry from the War Office it was learnt that the question of an 
increase of pay for all ranks of the army was under consideration. The difficulty 
was to provide the necessary funds at this juncture. It was understood that the 
proposal allows for a very considerable increase, amounting to about double the 
present rates. 

2. Aviation. 

The following flights have been observed during the past week : -- 

August 26.— A D.H.9a made several short flights, totalling forty-five minutes’ 
flying. 

August 28.—The large twelve-seater passenger Junker took up some Germans 
for a short flight of thirty minutes. 

The Potez biplane, piloted by Captain Weiser, made several short 
flights from the aerodrome, totalling one hour fifteen minutes’ flying. 

3. Tribesmen. 

A mulla, who recently visited Kabul from the Indian frontier, supplies the 
following information:— 

He was in Chamarkand, where he joined a party of mullas, including the 
Chaknaur Mulla and the Haji of Turangzai, who were coming to Kabul to greet the 
King on his return from Europe. 

They were given to understand that one of the King’s first acts would be to 
liberally reward the mullas as a thank-offering for his safe return. 

During their stay in Kabul none of them were granted an interview with the 
King, and only the two above-mentioned leaders by the Regent. They were, however, 
given 5 rupees to 2 rupees (Kabuli) per day as subsistence allowance. 

The two leaders told the Regent how disappointed they were at their reception 
and how they had hoped to receive generous rewards. A day or two later all 
subsistence allowance was stopped, and a message was received from the King 
telling them to clearly understand that if they were found touring the villages and 
receiving money from their parishioners, they would be dealt with in the law courts 
without distinction. 

The Mulla of Chaknaur left saying that no bribe would induce him to return 
to Kabul as, expecting a present of at least 20,000 rupees (Kabuli), he had received 
nothing except an insult. As may be imagined, this party of mullas returned to 
their homes very disappointed men. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) Soviet .—It has now been officially announced that the Soviet Legation in 
Kabul has been raised to the status of an Embassy. M. Stark has presented his 
credentials as an Ambassador. 
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(b.) Turks. —M. Yussuf Hikmet Bey presented his credentials as Ambassador 
on the 27th August, on the same day, but before, M. Stark. 

(c.) Persians. —M. Saif is still in Paghman, and is engaged in writing an 
account of the King’s recent tour. The Persians in Kabul are troubled about certain 
references to Persia which the King has made before the Loe Jirga. These are 
supposed to be anti-Persian in tone and to have been purposely included with the 
intention of creating an atmosphere antagonistic to Persian interests. 


5. Afghans. 

The Loe Jirga (National Assembly), numbering over 1,000 persons, assembled in 
Paghman about the middle of August. They are representatives of all Afghanistan. 
They are being provided with free housing, food and a uniform dress, receiving in 
addition a daily allowance. 

Having taken part in all the Jashan celebrations, and after certain prelimi¬ 
naries, the Assembly met for the first time in the theatre at Paghman on the 
28th August. From information from various sources, the following list of subjects 
has been compiled, which it was believed was the intention of the King to discuss. 

(a.) The abolition of purdah and the emancipation of women generally. 

(b.) The introduction, by law, of monogamy. 

(c.) Compulsory education of both sexes. 

(d.) The divorce of State from Church by the introduction of civil laws not 
necessarily founded on the Islamic code. 

(e.) The licensing of all fire-arms throughout Afghanistan. 

(/.) The increase of revenue by an increase of taxation on landed property. 

( g .) The best method of increasing the revenue of the country generally in order 
to augment the funds available for industrial works, education and the 
army (pay, equipment and training). 

( h.) The introduction of a National Bank and the issue of currency notes. 

It may be assumed that the King is somewhat nervous as to the reception with 
which this ambitious programme would be received; in fact, he said so himself. 
In order to gauge the temperament of the Assembly, he had a party of delegates 
especially selected, with whom as a preliminary he discussed the above points. They 
were received very coldly—in fact, were definitely opposed by the Khost and other 
Pathan representatives/ This led to some ill-feeling, and it is believed that the 
King was strongly advised by his senior officials to modify his programme. It is 
understood that he has agreed to do so, on the excuse that the Assembly consists of 
uneducated and uncivilised people who are unable to give a sound opinion on 
matters which require special knowledge. 

On one day before the Assembly was officially opened, the King delivered a 
lecture to the Loe Jirga, with the aid of maps, on his recent tour. 

At 9-15 a.m. on the 28th August, the King opened the session in the theatre at 
Paghman. A limited number of special passes were available for members of the 
Diplomatic Corps, who were allotted seats on one side of the gallery, whilst female 
representatives and some other ladies were seated on the opposite side. The King, 
in nis opening speech, said that his predecessors had ruled trie country autocratically, 
whilst he, on the contrary, governed in consultation with the nation through their 
representatives. The Loe Jirga were present to honestly express its views and then 
to conform to the opinion of the majority. The opening speech concluded by the 
King assuring the Assembly that no proposals would be put forward which were 
opposed to Islamic principles. The remainder of the sitting was taken up by 
discussing what appears to be a new Constitution for Afghanistan, somewhat on the 
lines of that prevailing in Turkey. The present Council of State (Shura-i-Daulat), 
consisting of about fifty members appointed by the Government, will cease to exist. 
Its place will be taken by a National Assembly (Shura-i-Milli), consisting of 150 
representatives, in theory, if perhaps not in practice, elected by the people. These 
representatives will remain at headquarters, but will be granted four months’ leave 
yearly at the time of the harvest. They must be between the ages of 25 and 70, and 
will be elected for a period of three years. Government officials are not eligible for 
election. In the less civilised areas, for the first six years, representatives need not 
necessarily be literate. The above Constitution would be in addition to, and not 
replace, the Loe Jirga. 
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6. Kandahar. 

(a.) Thirteen new school-houses are to be built in this province; 7,750 rupees 
(Afghani) has been sanctioned for each. 

(b.) The advent of the members of the Clemenceau railway mission in Kandahar 
has led to the question of railways being freely discussed locally. The people favour 
the idea of a Kandahar-Chaman Railway, which it is tnought would benefit 
Kandahar in many ways. 

The members of this mission have been unfortunate in their recent experience. 
They have been involved in six motor accidents, in which one of their escort was 
killed, four seriously injured and some others slightly. The party has formed into 
two groups, one working from Ghazni to Kandahar and one from Chaman to 
Kandahar. They will shortly reunite at Kandahar and then commence on the 
Kandahar-Herat portion. 

7. Roads. 

The Salang Valley road is not now being used; heavy spates have destroyed 
all bridges and washed away some portions of the road. Travellers and convoys 
are therefore using the route via the Ak-Robat Pass and Bamian. No form of 
transport except donkeys can use the Salang route at present. The two large iron 
bridges in the Jabal Siraj area are not affected. 

8. Miscellaneous. 

(a.) Hon. Captain Ali Dost, late of the Hazara Pioneers, Quetta, is now in 
Afghanistan, and is staying at present in Paghman, sharing a room at the hotel 
with Baz Gul of the Baluchistan police. Both of these men are very careful to 
avoid members of the Legation, and have carefully kept out of the way of the 
oriental secretary, who is also at present staying at this hotel. 

( b .) One of the best houses and gardens in Kabul, that of Sirdar Hiyatulla 
Khan, elder brother of the King, has been taken over by the Government, with the 
intention of either turning it into a hotel or residence for distinguished guests. 
Plans for a five-storied hotel in Paghman are also being considered. 

The only hotel in Kabul at present, “ The Wali,” which was recently opened 
with some success, has unfortunately been allowed to degenerate into a very 
unsatisfactory state. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 4760/3103/97] No. 27. 

Sir H. Rumbold to Lord Cushendun.—{Received October 1.) 

(No. 728.) 

My Lord, Berlin, September 28, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the “ Berliner Tageblatt ” has recently 
published a series of articles on German-Afghan relations, by a special correspondent 
sent out to Afghanistan for the purpose. 

2, The following is a brief summary of the more important portions of these 
articles:— 

The writer begins by laying stress on the extremely favourable position hitherto 
enjoyed by Germans in Afghanistan. After the Turks, who for religious reasons 
have always been held in greatest sympathy in that country, Germany is an easy 
second in popularity, and still leads the way in the numbers of her nationals employed 
in official capacities. Out of the whole male German colony of about seventy men, 
the great majority are employed in State service as road surveyors, engineers, 
architects, teachers, military instructors and, in recent times, as aviators. The 
remainder mostly belong to the “ Deutsch-Afghanische Kompagnie,” the only 
European firm of any real importance in the country. This favoured position is 
attributed by the writer to Germany’s political disinterestedness and to the memory 
of her former alliance with Turkey. 

Two institutions confer a special prestige on the German colony in Kabul: the 
Amani School, which is largely run by Germans and would appear to be successful 
m its competition with the older French institution (the King sent both his brother and 
his son to school there), and the Darulaman, the new official quarter of the capital, 
the construction of which has been entirely carried out by German overseers. By the 
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because Amanullah sees in Turkey an Asiatic country faced with his own problems 
of secularisation and Europeanisation without subservience to Europe that he has 
chosen to avail himself of the admittedly far inferior technical knowledge and capacity 
of his new Turkish advisers. 

1 have, &c. 

HORACE RUMBOLD. 


[N 4847/10/97] No. 28. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—(Received October 8.) 

(No. 84.) 

My Lord, Kabul, September 10, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this Legation 
for the week ending the 8th September, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 28. 

Diary of the Military Attache, Bntish Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

September 8, 1928. 

1. Aviation. 

(a.) THE following flights have been observed during the past week :— 
September 2.—One D.H.9A flew for one hour, fifty minutes in the vicinity of 
Kabul. 

September 3.—The large passenger Junker machine made a flight of fifty 
minutes. Local officers were passengers. _ 

September 5.—Three D.H.9A’s left Kabul, flying in formation, in a south¬ 
easterly direction at 6-20 a.m. They returned to Kabul, no longer in 
formation, at 8-15 a.m. 

(b.) Three new hangars are in course of construction on the Sherpur aerodrome. 
They are being built in continuation of the present line of hangars, and to the east 
of them, and appear to be of the same pattern. A building, which is said to oe a 
hangar for the large passenger Junker, is under construction on the north side of the 
aerodrome, directly under Bemaru Hill, and about half-way between Bemaru Village 
and the transport sheds. . 

(c.) Herr Harman, an agent of the Junkers Company, will shortly visit Kabul. 
It is understood that he wishes to establish a regular air line from Kabul to Persia. 
In addition, the Junkers Company have in their minds a scheme for a Ivabul- 
Peshawar service. They would wish to see a joint British-Afghan air service 
established between Kabul and India, the Afghan responsibilities of which might be 
delegated to the Junkers Company, who would thereby be in a position to establish a 
Junker service from India to Europe via Kabul and Tehran. 


2. Foreigners. 

(a) Soviet. —Premekoff, the Soviet military attachd, having been bitten by a 
mad dog, has left for Tashkent by air. He is expected back in Kabul on completion 

of his cure. . „ , _ , . . 

(b.) French .—The sister of M. Boinat, director of the Irench school, is now 
en route to Kabul. It was decided that she should travel via Russia and Tashkent, as 
it was supposed to be quicker, easier and cheaper than via India. She arrived safely 
in Tashkent, but has been forced to remain there for some weeks as she is unable to 
get accommodation in an aeroplane to fly to Kabul. She writes that she is being 
charged £1 per day “ in the worst hotel in the world,” and the organisation is so bad, 
and the service so irregular, that she has no idea when, if ever, she will arrive 

(cd* 1 German .—The son of Dr. Iven, director of the German school, who recently 
arrived in Kabul by air, states that a shortage of petrol necessitated a forced landing 
between Tashkent and Termez. As no petrol was available, the tank was filled wit v 
kerosine oil, and on this fuel they managed to reach Termez. 
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3. Afghans. 

(a.) The Headquarter Government offices move down from Paghman to Kabul on 
the 9th September. The local Government of Jalalabad has returned from its summer 
headquarters, at Waziri, to Jalalabad. The military are still at Waziri. 

(b.) The Loe Jirga had, in all, five public sittings. The business transacted at 
the first sitting was reported in last week’s diary. Details of the last four sittings 
are attached as an appendix to this diary. It is understood that members oi the 
Loe Jirga will do a little sight-seeing in the vicinity of Kabul and will then return 

to their homes. _ ,, 

(c) Fazl Rahim, the eldest son of the Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazaar, was recently 
on a visit to villages in the Khost area. It is alleged that he called the King a Kafir, 
and accused him of interfering with his subjects’ observance of Islam. Certain 
villagers arrested Fazl Rahim, killing one of his party, and brought them m to the 
King at Paghman. Fazl Rahim is to be tried by military court to-day. _ These events 
have caused a good deal of comment in Kabul, where the Hazrat Sahib is a very well- 
known and influential mullah. His other son, Sher Agha, is m India, and the 
Afghan Government do not wish him to return to Afghanistan as they consider him 
a potential source of danger. 

4. Roads. 

The “ Faryad,” dated Herat, the 1st August, mentions that one Haji Abdur 
Rahman bicycled from Herat to Kandahar in five days. 


5. Railways. 

It is understood that the German estimate for a single line of railway from 
Chaman to Kabul, via Kandahar, is £2 million sterling, which would appear to be 
an absurdly low estimate. No German representative has yet arrived m Kabul in 
connexion with railways, but the manager of the Deutsche-Afghamsche Company, 
and certain other Germans, have collected information in this connexion. 

6. Transport. 

The Government continues to sell all old lorries and cars which were formerly 
used for military transport purposes. There is no military transport now leTt, the 
new Fiat vehicles having been put in charge of the civil authorities. 

7. Miscellaneous. 

Herr Seydeck, forest officer, and Herr Voigt, engineer, both in Afghan employ, 
are making a tour of the Kunar Valley and Nuristan (Kafenstan). They are 
supplying details for a scheme by means of which these forests may be exploited for 
the benefit of the Government. ' p c . E . D 0 D D. Major. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 28. 

Appendix to Diary for the Week ending September 8, 1928. 


The Loe Jibga. 

THE Loe Jirga, the first meeting of which, on the 28th August, was reported 
last week, had four more sittings and was then dissolved. The following matters 
were discussed, or decided, at the last four sittings: 

1, The Administration reports of the following Ministries for the past three 
years were explained and approved:— 

Ministry of War. Ministry of Finance. 

Foreign Office. Ministry of Trade. 

Ministry of the Interior. Medical Department 

Ministry uf Justice 
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2. It was decided that the power of granting pardons should be withdrawn 
from judges, hakims, &c., and invested in the King only. This was decided on as 
judges and others had abused this power and were always open to bribes. 

3. It was decided that a nominal increase in land revenue should be sanctioned 
to pro\ide a lunatic asylum and poor houses, if necessary. 

4. The enumeration of cattle should take place annually, and not every three 
years as formerly. 

5. The period of military service to be extended from two to three years for all 
newly-enlisted men. In future, compulsory service will be enforced and no exemp¬ 
tion nor substitution allowed. 

6. It was decided that only one medal, and that for military service, will in 
future be granted or allowed to be worn. This medal to be called the “Istiqlal-i- 
Harbi ” (Military Independence). This decision abolishes all Afghan decorations 
and has the effect of prohibiting the wearing of foreign orders by Afghan subjects. 

7. All Afghan official titles are abolished and official uniforms will no longer be 
worn. In their place civil officials will wear dark civilian clothes, and military 
officers, khaki with the “ Sam Brown ” belt. 

8. The question of bribery and corruption of officials was much discussed, the 
King saying that this practice was leading the country to destruction. The people 
wpre held to blame as much as the officials on the principle that it was as harmful to 
give as it was to receive. It was decided that a committee should be appointed to 
enquire into the question of pay of officials, as it was suggested that, as many posts 
carried such small salaries, the incumbents could not exist without illegitimate 
additions to their pay. A case was cited where the cost of living for a servant of an 
official was ten times the pay of his employer. A service book will be kept for each 
official in which will be shown his pay, his monthly expenditure, number of servants 
kept, &c. Formerly it was the law that no complaint against an official for bribery 
would be enquired into after a lapse of more than one week; this period is now 
extended to two months. 

9. A new national flag was approved. The colour will be— 

Black. —Signifying a blot on the country before it gained independence. 

Red. —Denoting the sacrifices made in gaining independence. 

Green .—Implying the progress made since becoming independent. 

The words ‘ ‘ Allah ’ ’ and 1 ‘ Muhammed ’ ’ will be inscribed on the flag, on which will 
also be shown a sun rising over hills covered with growing corn. Inis signifies the 
rising sun of a hilly but agricultural and prosperous country. 

10. The new regulation that no Government servant should marry more than 
one wife was confirmed. 

11. A Bill was introduced by the King by which it would have been unlawful 
for girls to marry before the age of 18, and men before reaching 22. This was not 
passed by the Assembly, who received it with disapproval, and after a somewhat 
heated discussion this proposal was negatived. 

12. In future, mullahs who act as teachers or preachers will have to present 
themselves for examination and obtain a certificate showing that they have sufficient 
knowledge to allow of them undertaking these duties. These examinations will be 
held in Kabul and all provincial centres. This order does not refer to imams, who 
lead prayers, nor to muezzins, who issue the call to prayer. The King said that he 
proposed to expel from Afghanistan all Indians and other foreigners who had been 
taught at Deoband (a fanatical centre in India), as these men were “mischievous, 
traitors and foreign propagandists.” 

13. It was decided that Governors of important provinces should be assisted by 
councils. It was not, however, mentioned of whom these councils are to be composed. 

14. To pay for the purchase of 50,000 rifles and 50 million rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion, a levy of 5 rupees (Afghani) per head will be imposed on every male of over 
15 years, and each Government servant will contribute one month’s pay. The King 
said that he had purchased these modern English rifles through a firm in France, at 
a cost of £8 per rifle and 1,000 rounds of ammunition. He also stated that during 
his tour in Europe he had purchased war material to the extent of now having eight 
times as many modern rifles and sixteen times as many modern guns as he had this 
time last year. Even counting the munitions now being received from the Soviet, 
this statement is difficult to understand. A delegate, Ghulam Muhayyudin, from 
Kabul City, gave 100,000 rupees (Afghani) as a contribution towards the above 
purchases. 

[19117J H 
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15. The King, accompanied by the Queen, introduced to the Assembly his son, 
Rakhmatulla Jan, aged 7 years, as the Crown Prince of Afghanistan. This was 
very heartily acclaimed with what appeared to be sincere approval. Congratulations 
were offered on behalf of all members of the Loe Jirga, and a historical scene was 
witnessed. His Majesty said that he had three sons : Hidayatulla Khan, born before 
he ascended the throne, and by a former wife, he considered an unofficial son, but 
Rakhmatulla Jan, the eldest son of the Queen, was the real Crown Prince and will 
in future be looked upon as such. An official intimation to this effect has been 
received by the British Legation. The Crown Prince entertained all the delegates 
on the 4th September. Seventy male and four female prisoners have been released 
from gaol to celebrate this event. 

16. It was discussed at the final sitting whether the 150 members of the newly- 
appointed Shura-i-Milli (National Assembly) should be elected from members of tne 
Loe Jirga and take up their duties immediately, or whether all the members of the 
Loe Jirga should be allowed to go to their homes and the 150 delegates elected later 
on. The latter was finally decided on. 

At the conclusion of the Jirga, His Majesty said that this year much good work 
had been done by the Assembly. It compared very favourably with three years ago, 
when only three resolutions were passed. They would, he hoped, meet again in five 
years' time. As regards the vexed question of 'purdah , His Majesty said: “ I leave 
the question of purdah; that is to say, if any person sees any advantage in being 
unveiled, she may remove her veil; if anyone is in favour of being veiled, she may 
remain veiled. Should I order all females to be veiled, a large number of my subjects, 
nomads and villagers, will find it very difficult to observe the order. Should I, on the 
other hand, order purdah to be abolished, I will have to face a great opposition 
against an ancient custom in cities like Kabul and Kandahar. I will therefore follow 
the injunctions of the Islamic code and will punish those who expose the parts of the 
body which it is ordained therein should be kept covered.’ ’ 


[N 4707/210/97] No. 29. 

Lord Cushendun to Sir F. Humphrys (Kabul). 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 10,1928. 

PLEASE see your telegram No. 142 of 25th ultimo. I authorise you to 
communicate details in writing as proposed, but views expressed in my telegram 
No. 71 of 27th August, in so far as there may still be any possibility or acting on 
them, hold good. 


IN 4942/10/97] No. 30. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—(Received October 15.) 

(No. 86.) 

My Lord, Kabul , September 17, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to this 
Legation for the week ending 15th September, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 
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Enclosure in No. 30. 

Diary of the Military Attache, British Legation , Kabul , for the week ending 
September 15, 1928. 

1. Military. 

ON the 12th September, the British military attache was invited to be present at 
a field firing demonstration, carried out by fifty young officers of the infantry school, 
on the Kwaja Rawash aerodrome. A separate report is being furnished. 


2. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

September 9.—Members of the Loe Jirga paid a visit of inspection to the Sherpur 
aerodrome ; His Majesty King Amanulla also attended. Three D.H. 9 A’s 
and the Potez were flown. Of these, one D.H. 9 A made a flight of about 
three hours in an easterly direction and was observed high over Jalalabad. 
Two D.H. 9 A’s made local flights of two hours ten minutes each. The 
Potez flew in a northerly direction and was away for about two hours twenty 
minutes. 

Muhammad Ishan Khan, Commandant of the Air Force, awaited the 
arrival of the King and then took up one of the D.H. 9 A’s which had 
landed from the flight above-mentioned. As soon as he had got into the air 
and was turning above the aerodrome, he suddenly made a very bad landing. 
The machine was slightly damaged and the passenger, a member of the Loe 
Jirga, named Muqurab, fainted. 

The Potez on its return carried out a series of loops and half-rolls before 
landing. 

September 11.—A postal Junker arrived in Kabul from Tashkent at 8T5 a.m. 

September 12.—A postal Junker left Kabul for Tashkent at 6 a.m., carrying the 
body of Mme. Stark, wife of the Soviet Ambassador, who had died in Kabul 
on the 11th September. It carried as passengers the elder Miss Stark and 
Velikowski, secretary of the Soviet Embassy. It was noticed that these 
machines required a very long run before leaving the ground. 

(b.) Five hangarB on the old Kwaja Rawash aerodrome have been repaired and are 
now serviceable. 

(c.) Kandahar Aerodrome.— Hangars, for two machines have been built, but stiff 
remain unroofed. 

Quarters for two pilots (two rooms only) have been constructed and are in good 
condition. 

The petrol tank, imported last winter from Germany, has not yet beer put into 
position and is still lying on the aerodrome. 


3. Foreigners. 

(a.) Germans .—Four Germans arrived in Kabul on the 10th September. Two 
have come in connexion with the railway project; one to establish a button factory and 
one for employment under the Government. 

(b.) Persians .—The new Afghan-Persian Treaty was ratified in Kabul on the 
13th September. To celebrate the event a reception is being held in the Foreign Office 
on the 15th September, and another at the Persian Legation on the following day. 

The Persian Minister, Mirza Mehdi Farrukh, and his first secretary, Muhammed 
Fahimi, will leave Kabul on the 17th September. The former will be appointed as an 
Under-Secretary in the Foreign Office at Tehran. 

(c.) Soviet. —Mme. Stark, wife of the Soviet Ambassador, died vory suddenly on the 
11th September. Her body was conveyed to Tashkent by air early on the following 
day. Members of the Diplomatic Corps, and some others, were present at the aerodrome. 
An Afghan guard had rifles slung at the reverse, muzzles pointing to the ground. 
Twelve Russian airmen, in the uniform of the Afghan Air Force, were present. 

(d.) Turks. —M. Saadoullah Khan, first secretary to the Turkish Embassy, lias 
arrived in Kabul. 

[19117] H 2 
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4. Afghans. 

(a.) Suleman Jan (W.W. 798), Governor of Badakshan, died at Kabul on the 
8th September. He was on leave for the Paghman Jashan celebrations. 

(b.) It is reported that Abdul Hadi Khan, Minister for Commerce, is now returning 
to Afghanistan via Persia and India. He has been in Moscow lor the past four months 
in connexion with the proposed Russo-Afghan Trade Treaty. 

(c.) The members of the Loe Jirga, who moved down with the Government from 
Paghman to Kabul on the 9th September, were shown the machine khana (workshops) 
and Dar-ul-Aman on the 11th September. The next day they inspected the aerodrome 
and the cavalry school, and have since returned to their homes. It is said that at a 
secret session of the Loe Jirga at Paghman the question of introducing a civil law 
for Afghanistan, on the lines of the Turkish Civil Code, was discussed and negatived 
by a large majority. 

(d.) There is a good deal of unrest in the Koh-i-Deman area, and the Kabul- 
Charikar road is not very safe at present. Raids have recently been much on the 
increase in this part, and one or two motor cars have been held up and burnt, and in 
one case at least the driver was killed. Troops numbering about 150, with one machine 
gun, have been sent to deal with the situation. 

(e.) In last week’s diary it was mentioned that there was some trouble in Kabul 
regarding the arrest of a relative of the Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazaar. The following 
appear to be the facts of the case : The individual known as the Hazrat Sahib of Shor 
Bazaar, in Kabul city, is one Muhammed Sadiq, alias Gul Aglia. He and his nephew, 
Fazal Rahim, had been collecting signatures to a petition in which it was stated that 
the King’s intention to Westernise Afghanistan, and his methods of doing so, were not 
in accordance with Islam. These two men, with two of their followers, Mianjee and 
Yusuf, were en route to Kost, where they were arrested and brought to Kabul. They 
do not appear to be at all repentant, as they were saying that they would have crossed 
the border to India rather thau stay in a country no longer lit for Mussulmans to live 
in. The Hazrat Sahib has groat influence, and this conspiracy was known to be 
widespread and to have been hatching for a long time past, both in Afghanistan and 
India. Sher Agha, the brother of the Hazrat Sahib, has been in India for some time, 
and it is evident that he also has been intriguing against the present regime. In 
connexion with this case, about thirty-five mullahs and others have been arrested, 
including one Abdulla of Wardak, who was sentenced to death after the Kost rebellion 
and reprieved later; Kazi Abdur Rahman of Begtut; Muhammed Usman Khan 
{W.W. 834), ex-Governor of Kandahar ; his son, Farrukh Jan, who has just returned 
from India, &o. It is not expected that any disturbances will occur in Kabul 
consequent on these arrests, but the trouble appears to be deep-rooted and far-spread 
and will probably not be stamped out immediately. A growing unrest amongst the 
mullahs against the present Government is evident, and natural if the mullahs wish to 
retain any of their former influence. About sixty lorries containing troops have been 
sent to Gardez, the most likely area for further trouble, and the King himself proposes 
to go there shortly. As is usual, a hint of unrest causes all bad characters to become 
unruly, and in consequence security has lately decreased and crime become more 
prevalent. The “ Aman-i-Afghan,” dated Kabul, the 8th September, contains a long 
article on the above case, but it is of little value as the facts stated are inaccurate, and 
it is a too obviously Government-inspired article. 


5 Loe Jirga. 

During the assembly of the Loe Jirga administrative reports of all Ministries for 
the past three years were laid before the delegates. Each report contains an average 
•of eighteen paragraphs dealing with various points of progress. The majority of these 
are already known, but the following are of some interest:— 

fa.) Ministry of War — (i.) A method of learning to read, called the Ghaziphone 
system, invented by the King, has been introduced into the army with 
good results. 

(ii.) A smokeless powder factory [? cordite] has been established in 
Kabul. Samples have been sent for test to Europe and have given 
satisfactory results. 

(b.) Ministry of Finance. —(i.) The income of the country has increased during 
the past three years in the ratio of 5 to 7, showing an increase of 22 million 
rupees (Afghani) in the revenue since 1925. 
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(ii.) Reserves in the Treasury are five times greater now than in the 
time of Ameer Habibulla. (This is a fabrication, published for purposes of 

(c.) MinJstry g of d Education.— (i.) One hundred and fifty-one students have been 
sent abroad during the past three years. . . AAA 

(ii.) There is an increase of attendance in primary schools ot 32,UUU 
since 1925, and 4,600 in the middle schools. 

(iii.) Formerly the budget allotment for education was 68,000 rupees 
(Kabuli), now it is 6,080,000 rupees (Afghani). , 

(d ) Ministry of Commerce. —An agreement has been made with a German 
company for the sale of lapis lazuli for three years at 830,000 rupees 
fAfghani) per annum. 

1 ° ; ^ P. C. R. DODD, Major , 

Military Attache. 


[N 4944/4644/97] No. 31. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—(Received October 15.) 

MvLord Kabul, September 19, 1928. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that M. Paul Mohn, a Swede, who states that 
he was formerly employed in the Swedish Foreign Office, called on me to-day and 
informed me that he had been sent by his Government on a semi-diplomatic and semi- 
cnmmercial mission to Afghanistan to report on the suggestion of the Afghan 
Government that diplomatic representatives should be exchanged between Stockholm 
and Kabul and generally on the prospects for improving Swedish trade in Afghanistan. 

2. M Mohn informed me that he had travelled by rail through Russia as tar as 
Termez and thence on horseback to Kabul, his total journey occupying about two 
months One of his duties was to act as representative of the Swedish Match 
Company, and he made the interesting statement that matches which were on sale m 
Northern Afghanistan were almost exclusively of Russian origin and were sold at a 

figure considerably below cost price. _ . , . , Q , 

His examination of conditions in Afghanistan had convinced him that Sweden 
possessed no interests there at present which would justify the appointment of a 
diplomatic representative. So far as he was able to judge there were no openings lor 
Swedish trade except possibly in matches, and he thought that the interests of his 
country would best be served by the appointment of an honorary consul. He was 
making enquiries whether the acquisition of a monopoly for the sale of matches in 
Afghanistan was worth while, in view of the exceptional facilities for smuggling whic 
existed along a land frontier of 2,000 miles. He said that the Swedish Match Company 
would probably be prepared to grant a loan, free of interest, in return lor a practicable 
monopoly provided that adequate safeguards were introduced and the loan was spent 

on internal improvements such as railways. _ . 

3. M. Mohn remarked that in his opinion little progress in Afghanistan was 
possible without railways and there seemed to be no money forthcoming in the country 
for their construction and no security for a foreign loan. It struck him as deplorable 
that parties of French and German railway engineers should have been sent to 
Afghanistan to survey the same alignments without previous co-operation. 

After a stay of six weeks in the country his general impression was that no one 

but the King himself possessed any authority or organising ability. 

4. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
to the Government of India. 

X hftV8, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 
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[N 5040/4401/97] No. 32. 

Sir F. Humvhrvs to Lord Cushendun. — (Received, October 22.) 

(No. 90.) 

HIS Majesty’s Minister presents his compliments to His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of a report on the subject of the internal security of Afghanistan, which has been 
written by the military attach^ to this Legation. 

Kabul , September 24, 1928. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 32. 

Major Dodd to Sir F. Humphrys. 

Sir, Kabul, September 22,1928. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a report on the present trend of affairs 
in Afghanistan, as it affects the internal security of the country. 

I have attempted to show that the internal situation is of exceptional interest 
at the present time, and holdspossibilities of considerable importance. 

Copy forwarded to the (Chief of the General Staff, Army Headquarters, India, 
Simla. 

I have, &c. 

P. C. R. DODD, Military Attach6. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 32. 

Report on Affairs in Afghanistan. 

THE situation in Afghanistan has undergone considerable changes since the 
return of King Amanullah to Kabul on the 1st July. Since his arrival he has played 
into the hands of his enemies, and has now produced a situation in which all the 
cards would be on the side of a revolutionary leader should the opportunity produce 
the man. 

2. The army are not contented, the mullahs are openly hostile, the people appre¬ 
hensive, the official class in a state of uncertainty, and there are not sufficient funds 
m the Treasury to pay the large amount which would be required to put down a 
revolution, should it appear. It was estimated at the time that the Khost rebellion 
cost the Government £5 million sterling, and that revolution, which was so nearly 
successful, was based on trivial matters in comparison with the adequate facts which 
could now be advanced by a rebellious party to prove the justice and necessity of their 
cause. 

3. The danger point would appear to be Khost and Kandahar, but should a 
revolt take place, it is doubtful if it will on this occasion be confined to any one 
province. 

4. It may be that assassination is to be more feared than a rebellion, as a 
dissatisfied group might find it an easier method of dealing with the situation. 
Judging by history, the autumn is not a propitious time for revolt in this country, 
but should the King continue to force his ideas, his assassination or a rebellion of 
his subjects would now appear to be a very possible contingency at any time. 

5. As far as it is known, the Soviet are not in any way responsible for the 
present feeling of unrest. 

The Army. 

It is an evident fact that King Amanullah has never taken sufficient interest in 
ms troops, and has done nothing to establish that feeling of personal loyalty which 
would be of particular value in his case. 
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The pay of the soldier, 14 rupees (Kabuli) per month, is absurdly inadequate at 
the present day. In the time of the Ameers, a soldier receiving this pay employed 
other means of adding to his income; whilst on guard duty he would practice his 
trade as a cobbler, stonemason, private servant or even unskilled labour, &c. Under 
the present regime this is not allowed. Parades and other duties, without adding 
to general efficiency, have become more arduous, and nothing is done for the comfort 
of the troops. Barracks have been freely demolished but no new ones built, and 
many of the troops, at least in the central divisions, are housed under canvas, which 
inhuman during the severe winter months, particularly as firewood is 
difficult to obtain and only at a price quite beyond their means. 

Lack of funds does not permit of the men being even decently clothed, and 
although it is boasted that the electrical system supplies 18,000 units to Kabul, yet 
no lighting has been installed in any barracks. 

It is true that artillery, cavalry and infantry schools have been established. A 
good attempt is being maae to improve the training of the officer, and up to date 
war material has been imported, but none of these affect the routine of the private 
soldier, whose treatment at the hands of his officer is at times almost brutal, officers 
entirely lacking all sense of duty towards their men. 

At one time the great advantage of the soldiers’life was the power he exercised 
over the civilian population, but the Government is now issuing statements and 
generally making it known that the people should not obey any but lawful orders 
given by authorised officials. 

Should Abdul Aziz Khan be appointed permanently to the post of War Minister, 
which at present appears likely, it will be a most unpopular appointment in the army, 
where he is not liked and exercises little influence. 

Under the above circumstances, it is certainly possible, if not probable, that the 
army would welcome and support any popular movement which would carry a 
personal appeal and hold out hopes of an increase of pay and amenities. 

The Treasury 

The lack of funds possessed by the Government and the possible means of dealing 
with this serious state of affairs, has produced a feeling of uncertainty which is not 
•confined only to the merchant class. Amongst officials, the high standard of living 
is incompatible with their salaries. They consider it essential to build and inhabit 
a small villa; they must own a motor car, dress in European style, and their women 
accordingly, all of which is impossible on their incomes. It is now proposed to stop 
bribery, their only source of income to pay for the above luxuries. 

The King’s reforms all cost money, either to the Government or to the private 
individual, and there is always the continual drain of feeding the white elephant— 
Dar-ul-Aman—which the King can scarcely kill, however much he would like to do 
so, now that it is reaching years of puberty. The upkeep of Legations abroad; the 
pay of foreigners employed in Afghanistan, which is estimated at £75,000 per annum 
and poor value for the money; the purchase of war material; the possible construction 
of communications, &c., are all recent expensive novelties, for the initial cost and 
upkeep of which there is no corresponding increase in revenue. 

It would appear to be inevitable that an increase in taxation will be levied to 
pay for what the bulk of the nation considers to be unnecessary luxuries. The 
matter will become serious when such measures are introduced as a general levy, 
increase on land taxes, licensing of fire-arms, all of which have already been clearly 
foreshadowed. In the meantime, the shortage of cash available is having its effect 
on the trade of the country, and the exchange value of the Afghan rupee is very low. 

The Reforms. 

The personal unpopularity of the King has greatly increased on account of his 
very up-to-date ideas for the modernising of his country. In these he is really only 
supported by a small coterie in the Court circle, the vast majority of the officials 
and people having neither the energy nor the wish to see any further progress in 
Afghanistan. 

The reforms themselves are bad enough in the opinion of the people, but the 
reports received in the provinces, exaggerated out of all semblance of truth, are 
sufficient to make his subjects doubt the sanity of their King. The large uneducated 
majority of Afghans are incapable of absorbing new ideas at the pace with which 
the Bang introduces them. These ideas, however, have not so far interfered in any 
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apprehensive of their enforcement. 


^ “to policy of the King * "ffingf 

to quote individual cases to prove.thatthe K g P n h g now rea lise that if they 
as the fact is too well k f>™ ^ delay much longer m 

wish to maintain any of iP? ^ft’the King himself appears to have 
r 0 nS“t exLfhA^H^se^ces, and it i now a ^ 

^Vhe power* of ^the^reUgious^eaders in Ujflla •*-£ factor^ 

should they come into open revoltjit is^m k 1 with wMc h to st ir up the 
to any particular province. T v . S v ^ich he is trying to enforce upon 

people in the fact that many * to the precepts of Islam. . 

the religious leaders ’ aId £urtll6r 

developments are by no means impossible. 


The Tte"nd his reforms SdJf d5^S ^ 

Many of his recent orders have been dire g lsory f or the children of 

CSment S»Skinf oftetey and the supervis.cn of their standard 

of living. . aT1 d his nersonal enquiries into the details of 

state ot corrupt 

officialdom^ ^ et p'rSt agaS 

practically all the Ministerahave ridiculous puppet, to the newly-created post of 
the appointment of Sher Ahaad a c bu P PP shows that the Ministers, who 

n0W —* t0 ChalleDge . the F€V10US 
autocratic power of the King. Ministers may, under pressure, withdraw their 

■ 11 rriS^-S^ * ha ™ in p° wer a Pnme 

Sister and KtaS composed mainly of mediocre sycophants. 

Kabul, September 21,1928. 


[N 5041/10/97] No - 8S ’ 

Sir P. Humphry, to Uri Cashci.c!un.-(Bcm»ed Ocfohcr 22.) 

(No. 91.) Kabul , September 24, 1928. 

My rHAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach to this LegaUon 

lOT *£ ";t^";S 4 is Se S sent to 'the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. I have, &c.^ jjjjjflPHItYS. 
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Enclosure in No. 33. 

Diaru of the Military Attache , British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 

September 22, 1928. 

1. Military. 

The troops of the Jalalabad garrison have moved down from their summer 
quarters at Waziri to Jalalabad. 


2. Aviation. 

The following flights have been observed during the paBt week 

September 15.—Two D.H. 9 A’s flew over Kabul ; one for 1 hour 10 minutes and 
one for 2 hours. 

— A Junker left Kabul, flying in a south direction, at 6‘50 a.m. 

It is believed to have flown to Gardez and returned on. 
the 19th. 

September 19.—Two Junkers were seen leaving Kabul at 5‘50 a.m. flying north. 

September 21.—Four D.H. 9 A’s, three of whom were in formation, flew in the- 
vicinity of Kabul for 40 minutes. 

_ A Junker was in the air for 25 minutes. 

_ An air line Junker arrived in Kabul from the north at 8'30 a.m. 

3. Foreigners. 

(a.) Persian. —M. Saif, editor of the Persian newspaper, “ Azad-i-Sharaq,” produced 
in Berlin, has left Kabul for Germany via Russia. He proposes to return to Afghanistan 
via Russia in about four months’ time. . , 

(b.) Swedes. —M. Paul Mohn has arrived in Kabul via Russia. He is on a 
semi-diplomatic, semi-commercial mission. He travelled via Samarkand and 
Bokhara, where he found the Soviet officials very difficult to deal with. He states 
that officials of adjoining Republics are hostile to each other, which increases the 
difficulties for a traveller. Termez, according to him, consists of nothing except a 
large mud fort about 5 kilom. in circumference, and the heat there was very trying. 
He left Patta Kesar in a high-wheeled trap at 7 P.M., arriving at Mazar at 2 p.m. on the 
following day. The road was an unmade, sandy track unfit for motor traffic, and was 
particularly bad between Patta Kesar and Siah Gird. Whilst travelling through 
North Afghanistan he found the people very friendly when they understood that he 
was not a Russian. He is of the .opinion that an honorary consul would suffice to meet 
Swedish interests iu Kabul. The Swedish match trust might be prepared to grant a 
loan to Afghanistan in return for a monopoly of the match trade This form of 
business has been successful in other countries, especially in Turkey, but it is a 
principle of the match trust to grant loans only for purposes of development of the 
country, and, if possible, to bo spent in such a way as to benefit Swedish interests. 
For instance, in Turkey a railway is being constructed under Swedish control. 

(c.) Soviet. —A party of four Russians, accompanied by a Jew from Mazar, are at 
present staying at the so-called Shah-i-Hotel in Jalalabad. This is the party of 
cinema men who were in Kabul for the Jashan, and are making a general film of 
Afghanistan. 

4. Afghans. 

(a.) His Majesty King Amanulla left Kabul for Gardez on the 16th September 
and returned on the 18th September. He was accompanied by the Queen, Abdul Aziz 
(Acting War Minister), Ilabibulla Khan, (Under-Secretary for War), Hassan Jan (Senior 
A.D.C.), &c. The King was very pleased with his short visit, as he found that all was 
well at Gardez. . _ , 

( b.) Abdul Hadi, Gommerce Minister, returned to Kabul from Russia on the 18th 
September. He travelled via Persia, Quetta and Kandahar. 

(c.) There are no further developments to report regarding the arrest ot the 
Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazaar and other mullas. 

(d.) The trouble in the Koh-i-Deman area, between Kabul and Charikar, has not 
yet been dealt with. This district is becoming increasingly unsafe as the leading bad 
characters are defying the Government. They send abusive letters to the authorities 
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and in one case they sent a receipt to the Kabul customs for goods which they had 
stolen from merchants. 

(e.) The death occurred in Kabul on the 2()th September of Muhammad Yunus 
Khan (W.W. 863). 

(/.) Sultan Mirza (W.W. 805) is being employed directly under the division 
commander at Jalalabad for intelligence purposes. He is designated as a toli 
mishar (company commander) and is in area north-east of Jalalabad. 

( g .) Hokm Chand is officiating Governor of the Mazar Province vice Abdul Karim 
Khan (W.W. 61), at present on leave in Kabul, and who will probably not return to 
Mazar. 

(h.) The King has ordered that in future he will elect the Prime Minister, who will 
select his own Cabinet. For this purpose Sher Ahmad (W.W. 773) has been appointed 
Prime Minister. This has proved to be a most unpopular selection, Sher Ahmad being 
a mere puppet whom it is difficult to take seriously. As a result the majority of the 
Ministers tendered their resignations. A reshuffle is now taking place, and it will be 
of interest to see which Ministers will reconsider their decisions. Hayatulla Khan, 
elder brother of the King (W.W. 436), Minister of Justice, and Mir Muhammed Hashim 
Khan (W.W. 528), Minister of Finance, have been relieved of their appointments and 
are in disgrace; the former for slackness and negligence and the latter for corruption. 
The appointment of Sher Ahmad cannot have pleased Muhammed Wall Khan 
(W.W. 841), the late Regent, and it is said that the King has appointed him permanent 
Regent, a purely nominal post, in order to allay his feelings. This may lead to 
complications as regards the seniority and duties of the Prime Minister and the Regent, 
but for the time being Muhammed Wali Khan has been given £2,000 and leave to 
Europe on medical grounds. At the moment there is no definite information as regards 
who will be appointed to posts in the new Cabinet. Unreliable rumours appoint 
Ministers to posts daily, whilst intrigues and jealousies are having full play. It may, 
however, be taken that Abdul Aziz (W.W. 18) will be appointed Minister for War, 
and Muhammed Ayub Khan (W.W, 272) Minister for Finance. 

5. Kandahar. 

The Ivandahar-Chaman road is at present unsafe. On the evening of the 12th a 
lorry was looted near the Shorab bridge and 7,000 rupees (Indian) was stolen. The 
offenders are from the Ghilzai encampments which are now moving through this area. 

6. Education. 

The following are proceeding to Turkey, probably leaving Kabul this week :— 

. (i.) Fifteen girls for training in hospital duties, all from Kabul area; ages 15 to 
22 and of good families. 

(ii.) One hundred boys for general education; 74 from Kabul district, 16 from 
Kandahar and 10 from Jalalabad. They are quite young and of every class 
of society. 

7. Railways. 

A party led by Ruesch, German, and Lutsenburg-Maas, Dutchman, have arrived 
in Kabul for railway prospection. They propose to follow in the footsteps of 
Olemenceau and survey the lines Kabul-Kandahar and Chaman-Kushk. They are 
connected with the German firm of Lens and Co., but have no contract and are merely 
looking round. ' 

P. C. U. DODD, Major , 

Military Attache. 
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[N 5065/2897/97] No. 34. 

Sir W. Tyrrell to Lord Cushendun.—{Received October 23.) 

(No. 1750.) 

HIS Majesty’s representative at Paris presents his compliments to the Acting 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit herewith 
copy of despatch No. 35 from His Majesty’s military attach^, dated the 19th October, 
1928, on the subject of a conversation with M. Clemenceau respecting the Afghan 
railway situation. 

Paris, October 22,1928. 


Enclosure in No. 34. 

Colonel Needham to Sir W. Tyrrell. 

(No. 35/E.) 

Sir, Paris , October 19,1928. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of Afghan railways, 

I beg to inform your Excellency that I visited M. Clemenceau this morning at his 
office in Paris, when he gave me the following expose of the situation at present:— 

He stated that a satisfactory survey of the projected lines Kabul-Kandahar and 
Kandahar-Chaman had been carried out, and that a rapid reconnaissance by horse 
and motor car of the proposed line Kandahar-Kushk had also been effected, and that 
a properly constituted survey party was now working on the latter route. 

M. Clemenceau’s party nad been surprised to find emissaries of the Lenz firm of 
German engineers at Kabul holding precisely the same contract for survey work as 
that granted to M. Clemenceau by the Afghan Government. The Lenz firm had 
subsequently approached M. Clemenceau in Paris with a view to joining forces in 
the exploitation of this contract. M. Clemenceau had subsequently seen M. Zaharoff, 
whom he states to be backing him in this venture, and they had decided that no 
arrangement of this sort would be suitable at the moment. The German firm had 
also asked if British support could be expected in case they entered into practical 
exploitation of these surveys. M. Clemenceau replied that he was unable to say, 
but, as far as he was concerned, he hoped to have the benefit of our goodwill in his 
present undertakings so long as his attitude was politically and diplomatically 
correct. The Lenz firm had informed him that in the case of their undertaking any 
construction they contemplated importing the necessary material through Russia. 
M. Clemenceau had said under no conditions would he have anything to do with the 
Soviet authorities or their agents, an attitude in which, he states, he is backed up 
by M. Zaharoff. 

I took the opportunity of making a few enquiries about M. Makcheef. It 
appears that M. Clemenceau has known M. Makcheef for about fifteen years. He 
was one of the constructing engineers of the Murmansk line, and was a well-known 
railway engineer prior to the Russian revolution. M. Clemenceau states that he 
has had many dealings with him, and has always found him a perfectly honourable 
and trustworthy individual and extremely intelligent. He states that the Asiatic 
Department at the Quai d’Orsay threw up their hands in horror when he informed 
them that he proposed employing a Russian engineer as head of these surveys, 
but that subsequent enquiries had convinced the Ministry of M. Makcheef’s 
respectability. 

M. Clemenceau intimated to me that if anything came of these surveys he felt 
sure it would be impossible to finance so important a constructional undertaking in 
France without international assistance. I presume he meant by this that he would 
like us to assist. At the present moment he tells me that he is leaving M. Makcheef 
and the greater part of the mission in Afghanistan, as he is afraid that otherwise 
the Lenz firm might seize the opportunity to influence the Afghan authorities. He 
expects his son back in about six weeks’ time. I shall not fail to get into touch with 
him when he arrives, and hope to obtain copies of the surveys carried out. 

I have, &c. 

H. NEEDHAM, Military A ttacM. 
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[N 5153/10/97] No. 35. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—{Received October 29.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 1, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attach^ to this 
Legation, for the week ending the 29th September, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

E. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 35. 

Diary of the Military Attache, Kabul, for the Week ending September 29,1928. 

1. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

September 22. One D.H.9 a made eight flights, totalling 2 hours 25 minutes 
flying. 

September 24. Four D.H.9 a’s took oft' from Sherpur aerodrome at 4T5 p.m., 
three in formation and one solo. The latter landed at 4-25 p.m. 
(10 minutes). Of the three in formation, two flew for 30 minutes before 
landing; the third appeared to develop engine trouble when about 12 miles 
west of Kabul, but just managed to reach the aerodrome (15 minutes). 

The solo machine took off again at 4-30 p.m. and carried out aerobatics, 
including three spins, and landed at 5-5 p.m. (35 minutes). 

Two D.H.9 a’s took off at 4-45 p.m. and landed at 5 p.m. 

Two D.H.Oa’s took off at 5 p.m. and landed at 5T5 p.m. 

One D.H.9a took off at 5Y5 p.m. and landed again almost imme¬ 
diately. 

September 26. The large passenger Junker flew in the vicinity of Kabul for 
25 minutes. 

One D.H.9 a carried out several short flights, totalling 1 hour 
45 minutes. 

September 27. A Junker, which flew to Mazar-i-Sharif on the 19th, returned 
to Kabul. It appears to have made a very bad landing or to have crashed 
on the aerodrome. The machine was damaged, but neither the pilot nor 
the passenger, Pashkoff, Chief Engineer Soviet Legation, were injured. 
This is believed to have been Junker No. 1—the original Junker in the Air 
Force. 

(b.) One of the old D.H.9a’s has been fitted with a new engine. 

(c.) It is learnt that the Potez, which recently arrived by air from France, did 
the last stage of its journey, Meshed to Kabul, in one flight without landing, in 
seven hours. 

2. British Subjects. 

The following officers have recently been in Kabul on "short visits to the 
Legation :— 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. M. Garstin, Political Agent, Khyber. 

Major A. E. B. Parsons, Deputy Commissioner, Bannu. 

Major J. W. Thomson-Glover, Deputy Commissioner, Kohat. 

Colonel C. A. Milward, Commanding Landi Kotal Brigade. 

Captain T. R. Evans, General Staff, Army Headquarters. 

Captain F. W. Nicholls, General Staff, Army Headquarters. 

3. Foreigners. 

Soviet. —The following have returned to Kabul, by air, from Tashkent- 
The elder Miss Stark. 

M. Riks, first secretary to the Soviet Embassy. 

M. Veliowsky, second secretary, Soviet Embassy. 


4. Afghans. 

(a.) His Majesty King Amanullah is holding a durbar at the Foreign Office, at 
which he is lecturing to officials on his recent foreign tour. 

(b.) The nomination of Ministers to Cabinet appointments has not yet been 
announced, though rumours continue to be active, it may be that the King is 
purposely delaying the matter and making a good deal of it in order to divert the 
thoughts of the official class from the case of the Hazrats, in which they were taking 
much interest. 

(c.) There are no further developments in the matter of the arrest of the 
Hazrat Sahibs and certain other mullahs. 

(d.) Ali Muhammed Khan (W.W. 227), late Afghan Minister in Rome, arrived 
in Kabul on the 22nd September. 

(e.) Umar Khan, the leader of the gang who fired on the British Legation lorry 
•on the 17th November, 1927, was sentenced to death last May. He, his two brothers 
and one cousin were executed near the old British Legation on the 24th September. 

(/.) The trouble in the Koh-i-Deman area (Kabul-Charikar), organised by a 
well-known outlaw, Habibulla Khan, alias Bacha Saqao, became more serious during 
the past week. They have added kidnapping to their other offences, and on one 
occasion received a ransom of 6,000 rupees (Afghani) for two Hindus. Herr Freye, 
manager of the Deutsche-Afghanische Company, was stopped on the road near 
Charikar, but was released later. On three occasions the military force sent from 
Kabul got into touch with Habibulla’s gangs. At each encounter the troops were 
worsted, and eight soldiers in all have been killed and several wounded. The 
Sub-Governor of Charikar, Amir Muhammed Khan, brother of Mahmud Jan 
(W.W. 505), Officiating Governor of Kabul, was also wounded. It is said that only 
•one raider has been killed. The present situation is that the hostile gangs are based 
on Kala Khan, a village to the east of the road about half way between Kabul and 
Charikar. The officiating Governor of Kabul has left for Jebal Siraj; the Com¬ 
mandant of Police, Muhammed Sami (W.W. 730), is at Serai Khwaja, south-west of 
Kala Khan, and the troops at Istalif. 

5. Education. 

Five more names have been received of Afghan students proceeding to Turkey. 
The total number of this party is now 105 youths and fifteen girls. They are all 
ready to proceed, but rail accommodation to Bombay and steamer passages have not 
yet been arranged. The party will be in charge of one man, who will have a difficult 
task, as he only talks Persian and has never been outside the Kabul area before. 


6. Afghan Press. 

{a.) The “ Anees,” dated Kabul, the 6th September, issued the 25th September, 
contains an article on the freedom of the press and of the Press Act, which it is 
proposed to shortly introduce. The remainder of the paper is almost entirely taken 
up with a diatribe levelled against the Jews. 

(6.) The “Aman-i-Afghan,” dated Kabul, the 19th September,contains the text 
•of the treaties concluded between Afghanistan and the Governments of Latvia and 
Switzerland. The former contains five articles providing for peaceful friendship 
between the two Governments, the right of mutual diplomatic and consular repre¬ 
sentations if necessary, and the opening of negotiations for a trade convention. 
The latter has three articles allowing for an exchange of diplomatic representatives, 
not exceeding ten in number, and facilities for traders. 

(c.) The “ Aman-i-Afghan,” dated Kabul, the 22nd September, quotes the text 
of the Afghan-Polish treaty, which contains five articles. The exchange of 
diplomatic representatives is accorded; a trade agreement and the establishment of 
consulates, if necessary, will be decided later. This treaty was ratified on thi 
30th April, 1928. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 
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[N 5184/4644/97] No. 36. 

Mr. Dodds to Lord Cushendun .— (.Received November 1.) 

(No. 210.) 

My Lord, Stockholm , October 27, 1928. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 178 of the 24th September 
regarding the activities of a M. Mohn in Afghanistan. I have the honour to report 
that I took the opportunity, when calling at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on 
other business a day or two ago, of enquiring of the Secretary-General whether he 
could enlighten me as to the standing of this gentleman and of the motive of his 
visit to Kabul. 

2. M. Hennings told me that M. Paul Mohn’s father was, or had been, 
employed as a translator at the Ministry, and that the son was, he believed, a young 
man who had been sent by Swedish firms to enquire into commercial possibilities in 
Persia and Afghanistan and in that part of the world generally. He certainly 
had not been sent by the Swedish Government, who had nothing to do with him, 
though no doubt if he visited the Ministry on his return to Stockholm they would 
be glad to hear anything he had to report. 

3. I have no reason to doubt M. Hennings’s assurances that M. Mohn has no 
connexion with the Swedish Government. But I should perhaps point out that the 
Swedish Match Trust, who apparently sent M. Mohn to spy out the land in 
Afghanistan, have now made, or are making, loans to France, Hungary, Turkey, 
Latvia, Estonia, Jugoslavia and no doubt to other countries, without consideration, 
so far as I know, for the interests of any country or financial group but themselves; 
and that if they find it advantageous and possible to make a loan to Afghanistan they 
will certainly do so. They have already, I understand, obtained a footing in India, 
which has been the subject of investigation by the Government of India. From 
this point of view, therefore, some importance should, I imagine, be attached to 
M. Mohn’s visit to Afghanistan. 

I have, &c. 

J. L. DODDS 


[N 5227/10/97] No. 37. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—{Received November 5.) 

(No. 94.) 

My Lord, Kabul , October 8, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to this 
Legation for the week ending the 6th October, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 37. 

Diary of the Military Attache, Kabid, for the Week ending October 6,1928. 

1. Aviation. 

THE following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

September 30. A postal Junker left Kabul for Tashkent at 6-5 a.m. 

October 5. One D.H.9 a flew in the vicinity of the aerodrome, during Hie 
afternoon, for one hour and thirty minutes. 
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2. Foreigners. 

Persians. —Lieutenant Naib Hussein Khan Mahin, adjutant of the Persian 
artillery brigade, stationed in Meshed, arrived in Kabul last week. He travelled 
in charge of five horses presented to King Amanullah by the Shah. He gives the 
following information:— 

(a.) The telephone line is working from Herat to Islam Kila, the Afghan- 
Persian frontier post. The line, which runs on wooden poles, is 
frequently blown down and communication interrupted. 

(b.) The wind at this season of the year in the Herat district is so strong that 
it makes conversation impossible on the march. 

(c.) The Afghan aeroplane which landed last May in Persian territory near 
Rui Khaf, was eventually conveyed to Herat with some difficulty and is 
still there. It is a complete wreck, but the condition of the engine is 
not known. 

Lieutenant Mahin travelled from Herat to Kabul via the Hazarajat. From Herat 
to Obeh the conditions were fairly easy, but from Obeh to Dehzangi a very poor and 
barren area is traversed. From Dehzangi to Sari Chashma and the Kabul River 
valley the conditions were much easier. 


3. Afghans. 

{a.) Mirza Muhammed Hussein Khan (W.W. 449), late chief secretary to the 
Governor of the eastern provinces, has been appointed Under-Secretary in the 
Ministry of Finance. 

(b.) Mir Ata Muhammed Khan (W.W. 266), known as the Kazi of Herat, has 
been appointed Chief Justice of the Kabul Law Courts. 

(c.) Ali Ahmed Khan (W.W. 186), late Afghan Minister in Berlin, has been 
appointed president of the Kabul Municipality. 

(d.) Abdul Karim Khan (W.W. 61), late Governor of the Mazar Province, has 
been appointed Governor of Kandahar vice Muhammed Sarwar Khan (W.W. 738) 
relieved. The new Governor made a public arrival in Kandahar on the 1st October. 

(e.) Muhammed Usman Khan (W.W. 834), and ex-Governor of Kandahar, and 
his son Ghulam Farrukh (W.W. 356), who were imprisoned at the same time as the 
Hazrats of the Shor Bazaar, Kabul, have now been released. 

(/.) The situation in the Koh-i-Deman area (Kabul-Charikar) has now quieted 
down. The hostile gangs under Habibulla, alias Bacha Saqao, are dispersing, and 
their leader is said to have gone to the Afghan Mohmand country. The King visited 
the area on the 1st October, proceeding as far as Jebal Siraj without incident. 

(g.) It would appear from official information available that the King has not 
yet completed his new Cabinet. As the crisis was caused by senior officials refusing 
to serve under Shar Ahmed Khan, as Prime Minister, it is now certain that the 
appointment will be cancelled and no Prime Minister appointed, the King carrying 
out the duties himself, assisted by Muhammed Wali Khan as permanent Regent and 
understudy. Ghulam Sadiq Khan (W.W. 398) will be Foreign Minister. 

(h.) During the past week the King delivered a series of lectures in the 
marquee pitched in the Foreign Office compound. Each lecture occupied three 
hours. Some 600 people were present. A most representative gathering, which 
included all notables, the Queen and a number of ladies. The first lecture, which 
was delivered on the 30th September, was a rdsumd of his recent foreign travels. 
Before the speech commenced the King took farewell of the 105 youths and fifteen 
girls who are proceeding to Turkey for education; these then marched past, entered 
motor cars ana left for Peshawar. As regards the India visit, His Majesty said: 
“ In India the reception accorded by the Government and the inhabitants of the 
country pleased me greatly. I received a sincere welcome in Karachi and Bombay 
by all denominations, including even Parsees and Hindus. From Bombay I sailed 
on the steamship ‘ Rajputana,’ especially chartered by the Government of India 
for my voyage, which was furnished with everything required for our comfort. 
Our voyage was most delightful, and I have seldom enjoyed anything more.” 

With reference to the English visit, he said : “ The people, the Government and 
the Royal Family showed me great affection. I must tell you of their extraordinary 
goodwill. All members of the Government were sincere, and the people, the Go\ern- 
ment and the Royal Family treated me with great courtesy and kindness. You are 
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•> vV are that goodwill and affection between Kings has its own special significance, t 
remained in England for twenty-two days ana visited their institutions and work¬ 
shops, whether under the sea, under ground or in the air. I had no time in England 
to make any purchases, for I was touring the whole time to increase my knowledge. 
I thoroughly enjoyed my visit and met with great affection everywhere. I received! 
the degree of Civil Law from Oxford University, which was conferred on me as a 
favour. It was not unsuitable, as I have framed and organised the laws of my own 
country.” 

Tne Russian visit he commented on as follows : “ From Poland I proceeded ta 
Moscow and met with a magnificent reception. Although they are Bolshevik and 
do not like a King, yet they, for my sake, changed some of their principles. I am 
exceedingly grateful to them. I met the Prime Minister and found the President 
an unassuming man. The War Minister and M. Chicherin paid me great respect, 
so much so that the War Minister remained with me even on occasions when his 
presence was unnecessary. . They wished me to conclude a trade treaty, but I was 
too busy and sent for my Minister of Commerce to discuss the matter with them.” 

Other matters of interest in the speech were :— 

(i.) The Germans allowed the King a credit of 6 million marks for the purchase 
of materials from their factories. 

(ii.) An agreement was made with the Junkers Company for a mail and 
passenger service in Afghanistan. An air service will shortly be 
inaugurated between Dakka-Kabul-Kandahar and Herat. 

viii•) In addition to treaties already published, treaties have been concluded with 
Japan, Finland, Latvia and Liberia. Under consideration are treaties 
with Austria, Holland, China, Mexico, Nicaragua and the Scandinavian 
States. 

fiv.) The out-of-pocket expenses of the tour were £65,000. According to His 
Majesty King Amanullah, the amount received by him in presents. &c., 
totalled £430,000, so he argued that the result of the tour was a profit to 
his country of £365,000. 

The subject matter of the remaining lectures will be reported next week. The 
lectures terminated on the 5th October and are being followed by a cinema 
performance which will occupy five evenings, showing the whole of the Royal tour. 
On the termination of this His Majesty will take ten days’ rest and allow'Muhammed 
Wali Khan to officiate again as Regent. 

4. Jalalabad. 

(a.) Ten Afridis, Malikdin Khel and Kuki Khel, arrived at Jalalabad on the 
30th September. Others are following in the hope of receiving allowances. 

(b.) The party of Russian cinema operators who, as previously reported, were 
on a visit to Jalalabad, have now returned to Kabul. 

(' c ■) The son of the late Babra Mullah has been visiting Jalalabad, where he 
had interviews with all the leading officials. 

(d.) The work on the Karim Viyala (canal) has recommenced under one, Shah 
Mahmud, an Afghan, and Lahiri, a Bengal engineer. 

5. Finance. 

The following information regarding the present financial conditions in 
Afghanistan was supplied by a German merchant in Kabul. He estimated the 
annual revenue to be 140 million rupees (Kabuli), approximately a little over 
£4£ million at the present rate of exchange. The expenditure, which is increasing 
daily, will, according to his estimate, be £1 million pounds in excess of revenue 
this year. The proposal to increase the pay of the soldier from 14 rupees (Kabuli) 
to 24 rupees (Kabuli) per mensem is the most serious matter for the Treasury, as 
this increase of pay is essential and long overdue. He states tha + Afghan officials 
have no grasp of the intricate details of the higher finance, and he is of the opinion 
that an issue of currency notes will be their solution of the problem. Merchants 
are nervous of a fall in exchange, and are therefore not prepared to sell goods on 
future date payments. . He further states that the King will not consider lucrative 
schemes, such as for irrigation, which are thought to be out of date; everything must 
be machinery, the majority of which that has already been purchased is quite 
unsuitable for its purpose and will never function. 


73 


6. Railways. 

M. Clemenceau and Makcheef returned to Kabul on completion of their railway 
survey on the 29th September. They expect to leave for France about the middle 
of October. 

7. Miscellaneous. 

Another whole day cricket match—the British Legation v. the Afghans—was 
played on the 4th October. Once more the Afghans won, but this time by a narrow 
margin and after a most interesting game. Many important people and a large 
number of schoolboys were present as spectators. A quantity or cricket accessories 
have been ordered by the Department of Education, and the game is to be played 
in all the local schools. 

P. C. R. DODD, Major. 


[N 5265/2897/97] No. 38. 

Sir W. Tyirell to Lord Cushendun.—(Received November 7.) 

(No. 1846.) 

HIS Majesty’s representative at Paris presents his compliments to the Acting 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of a record of conversation on the 2nd November between His Majesty’s military 
attach^ at this Embassy and M. Clemenceaq respecting the Afghan railway scheme. 

Paris, November 5,1928. 


Enclosure in No. 38. 

Colonel Needham to Sir W. Tyrrell. 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, Paris , November 2, 1928. 

M. CLEMENCEAU visited me this morning in connexion with his projected 
railway scheme in Afghanistan. He informed me that the surveys were now 
practically completed, and that he had received information that his son and 
M. Makcheef would be starting for home very shortly, leaving a French engineer to 
complete the survey of the Kushk-Kandahar line and to represent his interests. He 
added that the German firm of Lenz, who had carried out surveys over practically 
the same ground, had also completed their work, and that he had again been 
approached with a view to a mutual understanding being reached on the subject. 
Young M. Clemenceau had seen the Ameer of Afghanistan, who had refused to give 
any undertakings as to the construction of the railways in question until he had 
received proposals from the Germans on the subject. 

M. Clemenceau has seen M. Zaharoff, who is in agreement with him that there is 
no hurry, for two or three months anyhow, to come to any understanding with the 
Germans on the subject, and, as I have previously reported, that in no case will he 
or M. Clemenceau have anything to do with such an arrangement if the Germans 
propose that any form of Russian co-operation is to be incorporated in the scheme. 
M. Clemenceau went on to say that he hoped Messrs. Vickers, in whose affairs he still 
states he is interested, will oe able to influence English capital in the undertaking 
should it come to anything. 

M. Clemenceau has promised me that on the arrival of his party he will arrange 
for a complete discussion of what has taken place with me, and give me any 
information I ask for. 

I have, &c, 

H. NEEDHAM, Military Attache. 
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[N 5311/2897/97] No. 39. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—(Received November 12.) 

(No. 97.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 13, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a copy of a note written by Major Dodd, 
military attache of this Legation, on the subject of railway projects m Afghanistan. 

I propose, after seeing M. Clemenceau again, to write a despatch on the whole 
subject. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and to 
the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 39. 

Major Dodd to Sir F. Humphrys. 

Sir, Kabul, October 11, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a note on the present situation as 
regards railway projects in Afghanistan. 

I have, &c. 

P. C. R. DODD. Military Attache. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 39. 

Railway Construction in Afghanistan. 

1. MM, CLEMENCEAU and Makcheef have now returned from carrying out 
a preliminary railway survey and are only awaiting an interview with the King 
before returning to France, where they will finally decide whether they will be able 
to carry out the project or not. The main points with which they are concerned 
are:— 

(a.) Whether the necessary capital will be forthcoming. 

(b .) To what extent they may expect British support. 

2. As regards the former, they appear to have some grounds for thinking that 
the capital required will be available; but they have not mentioned, except vaguely, 
from what source they expect to be financed. After having seen the area they are 
much more optimistic than formerly that the railway will eventually become a 
paying concern. 

3. As far as can be ascertained they will do everything possible to gain British 
support, and it will be seen later how tliey propose to accomplish this object. 

4. The proposed alignment is, firstly, from Chaman to Kandahar. This will 
be a double line, and it will be suggested that it should conform to the Quetta- 
Chaman gauge. Kandahar will then be organised as a railway centre for 
Afghanistan; workshops will be built; accommodation provided and headquarters 
established. A single line will then be constructed to Herat, probably via Girishk- 
Dilaram-Farrah-Anadara and Sabzawar. 

5. M. Clemenceau says that, except for the Helmund, the bridging of the rivers 
en route presents little difficulty. It is proposed to bridge the Helmund with a single 
span, 120 metres long, connecting with a long embankment to the east. 

6. From Herat to Kushk it appears to be definitely impossible for a railway to 
follow in the vicinity of the present road alignment. The line will run from Herat 
to Kushan and thence direct to Kushk. 

7. On completion of the Chaman-Kushk Railway, the Kandahar-Kabul line 
will be constructed—a single line, which will present no difficulty as far as Ghazni. 
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From Ghazni to Kabul, three possible alignments are under consideration, and this 
portion may be operated by hydro-electric power. The Kandahar-Kabul line is to be 
treated purely as a feeder and subsidiary to the main line. 

8. The entire survey has been carried out on the basis that no gradient should 
be in excess of 1 in 100. The whole construction as proposed above is estimated to 
cost 50 million dollars, or approximately £15,000 per mile, inclusive of engines, 
workshops and rolling-stock. 

9. As regards traffic possibilities, it is optimistically hoped to run as many 
as twenty trains a day on the main through line, and by this means to capture 2 per 
cent, of the sea-borne trade of India, from Europe, on the assumption that goods 
can be carried from Western Europe to Afghanistan in fourteen days. 

10. The survey party visited the so-called oil-fields of Herat and appear to be 
pleased with the result of their inspection. Coal is said to be available near Gardez, 
and, was found at Herat; the latter being of a freely-burning description. Some 
gold was seen near Kandahar, but not in sufficient quantities to make it a paying 
proposition. M. Makcheef is somewhat reticent on the mineral possibilities of the 
country which he has surveyed. 

11. The French railway mission hope to obtain the goodwill of the British by 
the proposal of a double line from Chaman up to Kandahar, and the siting of the 
workshops and headquarters at Kandahar, both of which they think would suit 
British interests. They appear to have been given to understand that any railway 
construction in Afghanistan, and especially the linking-up of Chaman and Kushk, 
is viewed with disfavour by the British Government; for this reason they are 
persistent in pointing out that King Amanulla is determined to have railways and 
that the economic and material progress of Afghanistan is such as to make the early 
construction of railways inevitable. Under these circumstances they consider that 
the British Government should now support their project, which has been framed to 
suit British interests as far as it was possible to do so. 

12. The rival party, consisting of German engineers, who, it is understood, 
have no actual contract with the Afghan Government, are not considered by the 
French party to be their serious competitors. The French have a regular, signed 
contract granting them certain concessions, whilst the Germans, in M. Clemenceau’s 
opinion, are a second string and will only come into the picture should the French 
party decide not to proceed with the work. There is, however, another side to this 
question. The German party consider that their only hope of successfully out¬ 
manoeuvring the French lies in the fact that M. Clemenceau’s ideas are far too 
extravagant for Afghanistan, and his scheme is dangerously over-capitalised. In 
consequence, the Germans may possibly go to the other extreme. They ridicule all 
idea of a transcontinental line linking Europe to India; wagon-lit accommodation; 
express trains; through traffic, &c. Their project and estimates will probably be 
based on the fact that Afghanistan, being a poor country and in its infancy, should 
deal with the problem of railway construction only up to the limit of its own 
resources. 

13. The Germans have not yet completed their survey, but it is thought that 
they will suggest the cheapest possible solution to the Afghans’ desire for railways, 
prooably something on the following lines :— 

(a.) A single-track metre-gauge from Chaman to Kabul via Kandahar, 
utilising as far as possible the present road alignment. 

(b.) Estimate without rolling-stock, but inclusive of bridges, &c., £600,000. 

The Germans declare that such a line would repay its initial cost in two years at 
the most. They base their hopes on the export trade: cereals; fruit; skins, &c.; 
especially of wheat from the newly-irrigated lands in the Ghazni area. In this area 
wheat can be purchased at £5 per ton; allowing £3 per ton for freight by rail from 
Ghazni to Karachi, a substantial profit is still available in the Karachi markets. 
They also estimate that goods of any description could be imported into Kabul from 
India at £2 per ton instead of at £15 per ton as at present by motor transport. 

14. In a recent speech His Majesty King Amanulla stated that he was anxious 
to have railways in his country and, for this purpose, had granted facilities for 
preliminary surveys to French and German parties. As no nation would build 
railroads in Afghanistan without profit to themselves, he considered it would be 
better not to have these preliminary surveys carried out by nationals of any friendly 
neighbouring country. As regards alignment, His Majesty repeated the argument's 
which M. Makcheef had previously employed, namely, that on a line north of Kabul 
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it would take two engines to pull three wagons on account of the mountainous area 
traversed, whilst in West Afghanistan one engine could pull eighteen to twenty 
wagons. The King also stated publicly that if neither of the above parties submit 
suitable schemes, or both decline to proceed with the work, the Afghans will only be 
out of pocket a comparatively small sum and will have acquired valuable plans and 
surveys on which to base further schemes. 

15. It would appear that the French programme may fail through over- 
capitalisation. Allowing for an initial expenditure of something over £10 million 
sterling, a clear profit, after allowing for all working expenses, of nearly 
one million a year would be expected by any financial trust which backs the scheme 
and takes into consideration the present uncertainty of a continuous stable Govern¬ 
ment in Afghanistan. 

16. The idea of twenty trains a day is not understood, as neither the Chaman- 
Quetta line nor the Kushk-Merv line could handle this traffic. As regards bridging 
between Chaman and Herat : having personally traversed this area in the spring, 
I am of opinion that M. Clemenceau, whose tour was undertaken in the autumn, is 
in error when he says that, except for the Helmund, the bridging of the other rivers 
en route presents little difficulty. As for capturing 2 per cent, of the sea-borne trade 
to India, the enormous extra cost of transport by rail, and the consequent increase 
in the selling price of such goods, would appear to make this idea impracticable. 

17. The German scheme should appeal to an almost bankrupt nation, although 
it may not fulfil the exalted ideas of the Afghan Government. It is probable that if 
railway transport is available, the price of wheat, &c., will considerably rise at 
Ghazm and other wheat-growing centres. 

Finally, the German scheme appears to be as underestimated and meagre as the 
French project is unnecessarily grandiose. 

Note.—N o information is available to show how the Soviet view the proposed 
construction of railways in Afghanistan, nor as to whether they are taking any steps 
to try a particular alignment; nor even as to what alignment will suit their interests 
best. It is believed that they consider the French party to be in co-operation with 
the British, whilst it is known that they have had conversations with the German 
party. 


[N 5312/10/97] No. 40. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—{Received November 12.) 

(No. 98.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 15, 1928. 

J I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the military attache to this 
Legation for the week ending the 13th October, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 40. 

Diary of the Military Attache, Kabul, for the Week ending October 13, 1928. 

1. Military. 

ON the 8th October the military attach^, in an interview at the War Office, 
explained the terms under which the Afghan cadets will be received for a two-years 
course at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. The only comment received was 
that the British Government might pay pocket-money to the Afghan cadets, which 
was refused. A request was again repeated that cadets, on completion of their 


R.M.C. training, should be attached to British units in England for a year. This 
request has already been referred and was therefore not discussed. The military 
attach^ was informed that the cadets were being chosen with great care and would 
be ready to leave Kabul about the end of December. 


2. Aviation. 

The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

October 7. Seven D.H.9 a’s flew round Kabul and district, in V formation, for 
one hour and twenty minutes. 

October 10. Three D.H.9 a’s flew round Kabul in formation for one hour and 
fifteen minutes. 

October 12. One D.H.9 a made four flights over Kabul during the afternoon, 
totalling one hour and ten minutes. 


3. British Subjects. 

(a.) Sir Norman Bolton, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., Chief Commissioner, North-West 
Frontier Province, arrived in Kabul for a visit to the Legation on the 8th October, 
and left for Peshawar on the 13th October. He was accompanied by Lady Bolton, 
Miss Bolton and Miss Coates. 

( b.) A very successful evening reception was held at the British Legation on 
the 10th October. No Afghan military officers attended, which was the result of a 
recent order forbidding them to visit foreign Legations. One or two Afghan ladies 
were present, and several of the Afghan guests suggested that their wives might be 
included in future invitations. 


4. Afghans. 

(a.) Abdus Samad Khan (W.W. 153), late Under-Secretary in the Afghan 
Legation in Paris, has been appointed in charge of the Russian-German section in 
the Foreign Office at Kabul. 

( b.) Abdur Rahman Khan (W.W. 131), Kazi of Begtut, and two other mullahs, 
were condemned and executed last week in Kabul. They were arrested for sedition 
at the same time as the Hazrats of Shor bazaar. Abdur Rahman was a very well- 
known religious leader. 

(c.) The appointment of Habibulla Khan Tarzi (W.W. 415) to relieve 
Shuja-ud-Dowleh (W.W. 790) as Afghan Minister in London, has been cancelled. 
The latter remains in London and Habibulla Tarzi will proceed to Paris, which 
cancels the appointment of Ghulam Yahya (W.W. 401) to Paris. The latter will 
for the present remain in the Foreign Office at Kabul. 

(d.) Abdul Wahab Khan Tarzi (W.W. 164), brother of the Queen, has been 
appointed in charge of the Ceremonial Branch of the Foreign Office at Kabul. He 
has recently returned to Afghanistan after obtaining a B.A. degree at Exeter 
College, Oxford. 

(e.) As mentioned last week, the cinema film of the King’s foreign travels was 
publicly shown at the Foreign Office. Five evenings were devoted to the whole 
tour; tne English and Russian visits each taking a single performance. The English 
film was very well received and the views of the Russian visit very interesting. The 
latter gave a general impression of magnificent buildings and countless troops. 
The most was made of the Kremlin, the Winter Palace, &c., whilst each branch of 
the Red army was shown in every form of activity—marching past, manoeuvres, in 
camp, air display, tanks, tractors, &c. Flame throwers appear to be a feature of 
the Red army. Generally, the films showed Europe to be one armed camp; but 
whilst all other countries also showed industrial centres, country life, &c., the 
Russian film concentrated only on “ arms and the man.” The only record of the 
Persian visit was one magic-lantern slide showing King Amanullah talking to a 
Persian soldier. 

As the result of the above five days’ film, the Afghans are attempting to imitate 
many of the displays shown. On Sunday seven aeroplanes were in the air 
attempting formations, and the cavalry school has been provided with lances carrying 
pennons of the new Afghan colours. 
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5. Internal Reforms. 

In continuation of paragraph 3 ( h) of last week’s diary, the following is a 
summary of the second day’s speech delivered by the King at the Foreign Office on 
1 /Iib 2nd. October 

(a.) He c omm enced by saying that his aspirations knew no bounds, and did 
not by any means end with the reforms which he would mention on this occasion. 
As regards the Ministry of War, he had decided— 

(i.) That in future only students who had passed a comparatively severe 
educational test should enter the Afghan military colleges. 

(ii.) In addition to the present Civil Treasury, a special Military Treasury will 
be formed for the War Ministry. 

(iii.) The War Office should complete a map of Afghanistan, suitable for use in 
case of operations anywhere in the country. 

(iv.) A suitable building will be constructed in Dar-ul-Aman to house the military 
college. . . ... 

(v.) The staff college should receive more attention from the military authorities, 
(vi.) Students of the middle school will not be conscripted in the usual way, but 
will automatically pass into the military college for one year, after which 
they will join the reserve of officers. 

(vii.) Bodyguard troops will continue to be issued with full-dress uniforms for 
ceremonial purposes. Only service dress will be worn by the remainder 
of the army. 

(viii.) The present War Office building will be turned into an officers’ club. No 
civilians, no matter whether they are guests or members, will be admitted. 
To meet initial expenses, one month’s pay will be deducted from all 
military officers. 

(ix.) No officer or soldier is allowed to be the follower of any religious leader nor 
to take part in politics. In this connexion His Majesty said : “ Your 
spiritual leader must be your rifle; you will surely go to paradise if you 
know your rifle.” 

Note. —It would have been more popular if the King had made some 
mention of the long-overdue and expected increase in the pay of the 
soldier. The pay of the officer might also receive attention. Pay for 
July was deducted to pay for expenses in connexion with the King’s 
reception on his return to Kabul; in August, as a levy for the purchase 
of rifles, and now another month’s pay is forfeited for the establishment 
of a military club. 

(6.) His Majesty spoke at some length on the subject of municipal affairs, the 
sanitation of bazaars, the improvement of shops and markets, the provision of 
playing grounds and baths, &c. The decisions arrived at during the meetings of the 
Loe Jirga were then repeated. 

(c.) As regards the Ministry of Justice, the police will, in future, be no longer 
under the orders of this Ministry, the control of the police being transferred to the 
Ministry of the Interior. Up to the present, the army have been employed in certain 
civil duties, such as the collection of revenue. A gendarmerie will now be formed 
to undertake all these duties, and this force will allow the army more opportunity 
for training in their own military duties, and at the same time will relieve the police 
of their more combatant type of work, 

(d.) The following instructions were issued to the Ministry of the Interior :— 
(i.) A telegraph line should be constructed from Herat to Islam Kila in addition 
to the present telephone service. 

(ii.) As much profit is obtained from the export of karakuli skins, the use of 
these skins in Afghanistan is prohibited; hence the karakuli cap, the 
usual type of headgear of the well-to-do Afghan, is no longer allowed, 
(iii.) Urgent orders are being sent to all provinces to induce the people to take 
part in all games and physical training. 

( e .) Foreign Office. 

(i.) Fifteen students should be sent to Baku to study the methods of oil 
production. 

(ii.) Honorary Afghan consuls should be appointed where necessary and where 
no Afghan diplomatic representative exists. 

(iii.) A few thousand young Afghans should be sent to work in European 
factories. 
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(/.) Ministry of Education. 


(i.) The following schools for specialised instruction will be established:— 


Civil law. 

Agriculture. 

Carpentry. 

Masonry. 

Smithcraft. 

Police training. 


Mechanism. 

Diplomatic law. 

Fine arts. 

Music. 

Nursing and first aid. 
School for kazis (judges). 


(ii.) There are already schools in Kabul under French and German professors. 

A further school will be established under Turkish supervision. 

(iii.) Schools, teaching up to 5th standard, should be opened in provincial capitals, 
from which students will be drafted to Kabul for higher education. 

(iv.) Primary schools should be opened in all sub-districts without exception. 

(v.) A public library should be formed, initial expenses to be borne by a levy from 
school children and students. 


(g.) Ministry of Finance. —Latin figures will be adopted in future. 

(h.) Dar-vl-Aman. —It was noticed that this city differed in many details from 
European capitals. In consequence, alterations were made in certain of the plans 
and a final construction is now well in hand. Special houses will be built for the 
Royal household, Cabinet Ministers, &c. 


6. Finance. 

It is reported from Kandahar that customs receipts during the past six months 
show an increase of 1,36,000 rupees (Afghani) in excess of the corresponding period 
last year. 

L. W. H. D. BEST, Secretary. 


[N 5412/10/97] No. 41. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—(Received November 19.) 

(No. 101.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 22, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the diary of the secretary to this 
Legation, for the week ending the 20th October, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being'sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 41. 

Diary of the Secretary , British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending 
October 20,1928. 

1. Aviation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

October 13. An air mail Junker approached from the north and landed at 
Sherpur aerodrome at 8-55 a.m. 

October 14. The large passenger Junker flew round Kabul for twenty minutes. 
October 17. An air mail Junker approached from the north, and landed at 
Sherpur aerodrome 9-15 a.m. 

A D.H.9a made four flights over Kabul during the afternoon, 
totalling 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

(&.) Reference paragraph 2 (6) of diary for the week ending the 21st July, 
1928. Herr Uoos states that he is exclusively the King’s pilot, and the function of 
his three-engined Junker is to act as an “ air taxi ” for the King when the latter 
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goes on tour. At the same time he confesses that, although this machine has just 
sufficient “ceiling ” for crossing the Hindu Khush, he, for one, would not risk it, 
so the King will evidently have to depend on some other means of transport when 
he visits his northern provinces. This pilot characterised the country between Herat 
and Kandahar as ideal for flying, but considered that between Meshed and Herat 
the reverse, on account of the high and variable winds making navigation very 
difficult. On his journey to Kabul, his map blew out of his machine between Herat 
and Kandahar; but he apparently experienced no difficulty in making a forced 
landing, and from enquiries finding his way to Kandahar, in spite of the fact that 
one of his engines cut out and he had to complete the trip with two. 

The hangar for the big Junker is not yet completed, but, according to Herr Uoos, 
the exposure to the elements does not affect the machine. 

This type of machine seems well fitted for the proposed air line between Tehran 
and Kabul. 

2. British Subjects. 

(a.) Major P. C. R. Dodd, D.S.O., M.V.O., left for Peshawar on the 
14th October, after handing over his current duties as military attache, Kabul, to 
the secretary of the Legation. 

(b.) Mr. T. Barr, director of Northern Motors (Limited), Rawalpindi, who 
came on a visit to Kabul in connexion with his business on the 15th October, drove 
through Dakka in ignorance of the fact that he should have had his passport 
examined there ,by the Afghan authorities, and found himself arrested on his 
arrival in Kabul. It was only after considerable difficulty, and on the intervention 
of the British Legation, that the Afghan authorities were persuaded not to insist 
on Mr. Barr returning to Dakka for the examination of his passport and then 
driving up to Kabul again. At present there is no notice or barrier at Dakka to 
inform the new arrival that a halt should be made for the examination of papers, &c. 
It is suggested that intending visitors to Kabul may be warned of this before leaving 
Peshawar. . 

(c.) Mr. H. R. Pousette, Trade Commissioner for Canada, arrived in Kabul 
on the 18th October, where he is staying at the Legation. 

3. Tribesmen. 

It is reported that the Governor of Jalalabad paid half allowances to the party 
of Adam Khel, Malikdin Khel and Kuki Kliel, who came to Jalalabad for their 
allowances at the beginning of October. He is said to have given a vague promise 
that the other half would be paid later. 

4. Foreigners. 

(a.) Persians. —Reference paragraph 2 of diary for the week ending the 
6th October, 1928. Lieutenant Naib Hussein Khan Mahin, with five troopers, left 
for Persia via Peshawar, Quetta and Duzdap on the 5th October. He was presented 
with an ornamented revolver by the King before his departure. 

(6.) Americans. —(i.) Mrs. Duncan Campbell, tourist, arrived in Kabul from 
Peshawar on the 4th October and left for Peshawar on the 14th October. During 
her visit to Kabul she stayed at the Wali Hotel. 

(ii.) Mr. C. Borg and Mr. Herman, employees of the General Motors Company, 
arrived in Kabul on the 18th October. Their object is to drive an Oakland car from 
Calcutta to Paris, taking films on the way. They hope to proceed via Kandahar, 
Herat, Meshed, Tehran and Bagdad. Their car is significantly decorated with a 
skull and cross-bones. 

5. Afghans. 

(a.) With reference to paragraph 3 ( d) of diary for the week ending the 
6th October, 1928, Muhammed Sarwar Khan, who was relieved as Governor of 
Kandahar, has been appointed as Governor of Kataghan and Badakhshan in the 
place of Suleman Jan, deceased. 

( b .) Mirza Muhammed Khan (W.W. 539), who has returned from Moscow, 
has been appointed Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

(c.) Azimulla Khan (W.W. 280) has been nominated as Minister, Cairo, 
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(d.) Adib Effendi (W.W. 180), brother-in-law of Mahmud Beg Tarzi, has been 
appointed as assistant secretary in charge of the department in the Foreign Offic 
dealing with England, India, France and Italy, in succession to Habibulla Tarzi. 

(e.) Ghulam Ahmed Khan (W.W. 375), late Assistant Secretary,Foreign Office, 
in charge of the Passport Department, has been nominated Afghan consul, Bombay. 

(/.) Abdur Rahman Khan, late Assistant Secretary, Foreign Office, has been 
nominated as Afghan consul, Karachi. 

(a.) A German-built match factory has been started in Kabul, where matches 
will be sold at a cost below those imported from Russia or India. The experiment 
is being made of employing female labour in this factory. 

(h.) Thirty-six lorries, containing war material purchased by the King in 
Europe, have arrived in Kabul from New Chaman, via Kandahar. This material 
is being stored at the War Ministry. 

6. Internal Reforms. 

In continuation of paragraph 5 of last week’s diary, the following is a summary 
of the speech delivered by the King, on the third and fourth days, at the Foreign 
Office:— 


Third Day. 

(a.) Further outline of educational programme :— 

(i.) A curriculum of physical exercises to be introduced into all schools. 

(ii.) No student, boy or girl, to be married before completing the course of study, 
under the penalty of one year’s imprisonment. 

(iii.) School of child welfare and domestic economy to be opened for the education 
of women of mature age at nominal fees. 

(iv.) Mathematics to be taught in Latin instead of Indian figures. 

(v.) Plans to be prepared for students’ hostels on the French model. 

(vi.) Students to greet each other at a distance by raising their hats, and on 
meeting by shaking hands. 

(vii.) A few students to be sent to Persia to learn the art of making carpets. 

(viii.) Co-education of boys and girls in the primary schools from the age of 6 to 10 
or 11 to be introduced. 

(ix.) Library for students to be opened. 

(b.) Police. 

Secret Service Department to be independent of the other departments, and to 
come directly under the King. 

(c.) Pensions. 

A provident fund to be started for civil and military officers for their old age, 
towards which the Government servants will contribute one-third and the Government 
two-thirds. 

(d.) Legislation. 

Special laws for trade to be introduced. New laws for post, telegraphs and 
telephone to be prepared; police regulations and conscription rules to be revised, and 
municipal sanitary rules to be framed. These are to be annexed to the existing 
Nizamnama and to be brought early into force. 

(e.) Banking. 

A bank to be established for the purpose of trade and stability of currency. 

(/.) Government Service Conduct Rules. 

(i.) No Afghan married to a foreign woman can be employed in the Foreign 
Office or the War Office. 

(ii.) Military men cannot join any party and must not become the disciples of 
anyone. 

'iii.) Government servants posted to Legations and other Afghan missions abroad 
must have at least one year’s service in the Foreign Office. 
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(iv.) Fat men being usually due to idleness, and fat men being unfit for military 
service, all military men exceeding a standard weight for height shall be 
discharged. 

(v.) The following are the official holidays:— 

Eid-i-Ramzan: Two days. 

Eid-i-Istiqlal: At headquarters, one week. 

In the Provinces : Three days. 

Eid-uz-Zuha: Four days. 

Eid-i-Julus, or Istiqlal: One day. 

Thursday is to be the official week holiday, and work should be done on 
Friday, except for two hours required for prayer. Shopkeepers who 
work on Thursday and shut their shops for more than two hours on 
Friday are liable to a fine of 20 rupees (Afghani). 

(a.) General Conduct Rules. 

(i.) Inhabitants of Kabul should wear “Dreshi” (European dress) and hat. 
They are given up to the beginning of 1308 (the 21st March, 1929) for the 
purpose, after which anyone not properly dressed will be fined. . 

(ii.) As regards the wearing of the veil, the design is left to the option of the 
husband and wife, but men should not be hard on their wives, who have 
many rights. The present type of barqa is banned on economical and 
sanitary grounds, and the type “Maktabi ” (as used by schoolgirls) or 
“Shami,” are only to be used in future. Women are allowed two 
months to fit themselves out in new barqas, after which anyone seen 
wearing the old barqa will be fined 20 rupees (Afghani). 

(h.) Medical. 

(i.) The beds in the female hospital are to be increased by fifteen. Foreign 
women admitted into the French hospital will be required to pay a fee 
for their treatment. Afghans will be treated free. 

(ii) People should join Red Crescent and Red Cross Associations as in Europe. 

(iii.) A school for training twenty women as midwives is to be opened soon. 
Ladies of the Royal Family have volunteered for this training as a 
national service. 

(iv.) Touring dispensaries will go round the country. 

(v.) A few students are to be sent to Turkey to learn the work of compounders. 

(vi!) Medical practitioners in Afghanistan are in future to write their prescrip¬ 
tions in Latin letters to obviate any mistakes; that is to say, the 
prescription itself may be written in Persian, but the names of the 
medicines, being Latin, must be written in Latin. 


( i.) Clubs. 

(i \ A “ Black, Red and Green ” Club (so named after the new Afghan flag) 
will be opened by the King, who has framed its rules. Club premises 
will be the building now occupied by the Foreign Office. Entrance fee 
will be 500 rupees (Afghani), plus a monthly subscription. Government 
will give a loan for five years to enable those to join who cannot pay the 
entrance fee at once. Military officers below the rank of firqa mishars 
(major-generals) will not be allowed to join this club. . _ 

(ii.) A flying association to help the country towards progress in aviation should 
be formed. 

Fourth Day. 

The King commenced by giving his decisions regarding trade 

(a.) All foreigners employed in Government Departments should be ofi a fixed 

scale of pay. , , . , 

(b ) Purchases should be made from German breed horses to improve the country 

stock, and should be distributed in the rural areas 

(c.) A German company have been given a concession to deal m the lapis lazuli 
of Afghanistan, 
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( d.) All swamps should be dried up and made cultivable. 

(e.) Exhibitions—commercial, agricultural and industrial—should be held at 
the best season for the subject concerned. 

(/.) A concession to investigate and to report on the iron mines of Afghanistan 
has been given to Krupps of Germany. 

( g .) Two hotels, one in Kabul and one in Dar-ul-Aman, are to be built from 
subscriptions, either voluntary or forced, from the traders in Kabul, and, 
if that money is insufficient, from the traders of all Afghanistan. 

The King then entered into a long discourse advocating the foundation of a 
single united party, to be styled the Party of Independence and Reform, which 
everybody should join for the advancement of the State and to put down malpractices 
which had arisen under the false guise of religion. 

In conclusion, the King stated that he had tried to form a Cabinet with the 

E resident of the National Assembly as Premier, but that he found that he would still 
ave to keep the burden of the work, that should devolve on the Premier, on his own 
shoulders for the time being, as “lama revolutionist, and desire to cause a revolution 
in every phase of work in the country.” In an appeal to the Assembly, this decision 
was ratified by everyone with one exception, Abdul Rahman Khan, the Chief Customs 
Officer of Kabul, who has since been relieved of his appointment. The King ended 
by saying that he had expounded his programme, and that every official who felt that 
he could not conscientiously work under this programme could resign. 

7. Miscellaneous. 

Signs are not wanting, with the approach of the tourist season, that Kabul is 
becoming the Mecca of the more adventurous and sensation-seeking globe-trotters, 
particularly among the Americans. Although the Afghan Government are trying 
their best to improve matters for visitors, it seems that their agents in India and 
elsewhere have been painting the lily a little too brightly, with the result that 
intending visitors do not appreciate the real conditions. The word “ hotel ” applied 
to the accommodation available at Jalalabad and Kabul conjures up a vision 
misleading to the minds of those who have only experience of hotels in India, still 
more so of those in Europe or America. Although the hotel “Wali” boasts of 
modern plumbing, the latter has never been known to work. The visitor, who relies 
on the conveniences supplied to the ordinary traveller, must give up the idea of a 
bath after crossing the frontier till his return; also, the other sanitary arrangements 
are most primitive. The food supplied is not suitable to the European or American 
palate, and the visitor who brings his own cook will find the latter joyfully employed 
in cooking meals for the whole establishment. The dangers of the road are by no 
means a thing of the past, especially in the case of “ lone ladies.” The experience 
of one American lady, who, travelling up unescorted in the front seat of a lorry, 
suffered the indignity of being spat on during a halt by the wayside, cannot be 
classed as unlikely to reoccur, and an enforced night on the road itself, which is 
always possible in view of the state of the track and of the vehicles which ply upon 
it, might easily lead to worse experiences. Although it is easy to exaggerate certain 
incidents, the plain truth is that Kabul is not yet a place fit to be visited by ladies 
without a proper escort and arrangements for decent accommodation, whilst 
99 per cent, of the male visitors agree with vehemence that the ordinary traveller in 
Afghanistan must be prepared to face discomforts and annoyances which he would 
not have to experience in civilised countries. 

L. W. H. D. BEST, Secretary. 


|N 5524/10/97] No. 42. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.— (Received November 26.) 

(No. 104,) 

My Lord, Kabul , October 29, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the secretary to this Legation for 
the week ending the 27th October, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 








84 


Enclosure in No. 42. 


Diary of the Secretary, British Legation, Kabul, for the Week ending October 27, 

1928. 


1 Military. 


(a.) THE arrival of some 300 families of the Ahmadzai Ghilzais, of Gharak and 
Machalgo villages, has confirmed to some extent the rumours current in connexion 
with the Hazrat Sahib affair. They have been arrested and brought to Kabul for 
allowing the Hazrat of Shor Bazaar to stay a night or two in their villages. 

(b.) Night operations, including night firing, were carried out by the Military 
Training School in conjunction with two infantry battalions in Kabul on the 
22nd October. 

(c.) One Bandsiri Lai, an Indian photographer in Kabul, has in his stock a 
number of photographs of the Khyber, Landi Kotal Camp, Jamrud, &c., which are 
of excellent value from an aerial bombing point of view. A member of the Legation 
paid a recent visit to the shop and asked to see these photographs with a view to 
purchase. He was informed that at the moment the photographs were all with the 
Russian Ambassador, but that on their return he could be given as many prints as 
were required. 


2 A riation. 

(a.) The following flights have been observed during the past week :— 

A small Junker flew over Kabul for an average of fifteen minutes on the 20th, 
21st, 22nd and 23rd October. 

October 24. The large passenger Junker flew over Kabul during the afternoon 
for twenty minutes. 

(6.) The King intended to make a flight to Jalalabad in the three-engined 
Junker, but the Queen, who loathes flying, could not be persuaded to accompany him. 
One of the small Junkers was accordingly ordered to stand by, and the King’s pilot 
has been making daily flights during the week testing the machine. In the end the 
King changed his mind and retired to Paghman on the 22nd October for a few 
days’ rest. 


3. British Subjects. 

Reference: paragraph 2 (b) of diary for the week ending the 11th August, 
1928. Baz Gul has now taken a house on rent in Deh-i-Afghan. He still besieges 
the Government departments in his efforts to secure the return of the lands, which he 
says the King promised him. He declares that he will return to India as soon as the 
question of the restoration of his lands is settled one way or the other. Meanwhile 
ae has quarrelled with another visitor from Baluchistan, Captain Ali Dost (see 
paragraph 8 of diary for the week ending the 1st September, 1928). The latter is 
said to have told certain Afghan officials that Baz Gul was a spy of the British 
Government. 


4. Tribesmen. 

The annual migration to India of the nomad tribes has proceeded normally 
except in the case of the Kharots. It is reported that the King has been doing his 
best, through intermediaries, to persuade this section to settle permanently in 
Afghanistan with offers of land, exemption from land revenue and conscription for 
a number of years and other minor inducements. The result is that half the tribe 
have actually taken up permanent residence in Afghanistan, while the rest have 
promised to ao so next year. 

5. Foreigners. 

(a.) American. —(i.) Mr. Tallmadge Bergen returned to Peshawar on the 23rd 
October after a stay of only two or three days in Kabul. He is working as a 
missionary in Calcutta, but apparently came up purely on sightseeing. 

(ii.) Miss Mabel S. Soule, tourist, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 
20th October and left on the 25th. She stayed at the Wali Hotel. 
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(iii.) Miss Mott Smith arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 19th October and 
is staying at the Wali Hotel. She originally intended to stay for two months to 
collect material for a book, but now thinks that ten days will be sufficient. 

(iv.) The Kabuli is already imbibing the Indian idea that Americans are 
heaven-sent lambs, to be fleeced without mercy. The tonga driver especially is 
particularly bad in this respect. 

(b.) Austrian .—Miss Beatrice Bolher Kordon, tourist, arrived in Kabul from 
Peshawar on the 20th October iD company with Miss Soule. 

(c.) French. —(i.) M. Clemenceau and M. Makcheeff left Kabul for Peshawar en 
route for France on the 27th October after a final interview with the King. If their 
optimistic expectations are realised, they hope to return at the beginning of next 
spring. 

(ii.) M. J. Rumeau, who is leaving his employment in the agricultural college 
under the Afghan Government for good, has been endeavouring for some time to 
leave Kabul for France via Russia. He has, however, been continually put off by the 
Russians, who are somewhat nervous that M. Rumeau may, on account of his 
friendship with the ex-Amir of Bokhara, visit Bokhara en route. He has at last 
secured a seat in the air mail due to leave for Termez on the 27th October, but his 
visa does not allow him to deviate from the straight and narrow path of the railway 
through Russia. This, with other similar incidents, has not served to popularise thie 
Kabul-Termez air route among the foreigners in Kabul. 

6. Afghans. 

In imitation of her consort, the Queen has put herself at the head of a female 
secret service department. The object of this new department is to disseminate 
propaganda in the country for the emancipation of women and to keep a watch on 
any reactionary movements among the women. 

It is also reported that the Queen, or in her absence a deputy, is presiding over 
a court in which cases concerned with divorce, wife beating, starvation and similar 
matters affecting women are tried and decided. 

7. Kandahar. 

(a.) Reference : paragraph 4 (ii) of diary for the week ending the 6th October, 
1928. The Russian cinema operators arrived at Kandahar on the 19th October en 
route for Herat. They were guests of the Governor during their few days’ stay, 
which they utilised in taking cinematograph pictures. 

(6.) The Kandahar-Chaman road is reported still unsafe. On the 9th October 
an attempt was made to hold up three motor lorries on this road, but after an 
exchange of shots the lorries succeeded in escaping. The new Governor is making 
strenuous efforts to put down highway robberies. Three men who had been arrested 
in this connexion were recently blown from a gun as a deterrent. 

8. Internal Reforms. 

Reference : paragraph 6 of last week’s diary. The King, on the final day, added 
little to his speeches of the previous days, except to emphasise again that the question 
of purdah was left to individual discretion, although extremes on both sides would 
be punished. He made a moving appeal for support in his programme, declaring 
that he wanted progress not for his own sake but for his country. He concluded by 
saying that Wali Muhammed Khan would act as Regent whenever he (the King) 
toured the provinces on other work, and that Ghulam Sadiq would be Foreign 
Minister. 

9. Afghan Press. 

The last three editions of the “ Aman-i-Afghan ” have contained practically 
nothing except detailed transcripts of the King’s speech at the Foreign Office. 

10. Miscellaneous. 

The changing attitude of the average Afghan towards the European provides 
a piquant sidelight on modern developments in Afghanistan. The Kabul man-in-the- 
street naturally has long become blase, and walks by a white face with an indifference 
that is almost studied; though even he must often be puzzled by the polyglot sounds 
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arising from the Wali Hotel as he passes the very public dining rooms at meal times. 
But the rustic, too, is outwardly assuming the indifference of his more sophisticated 
brother. The penetration of Germans into all parts of Afghanistan as road 
engineers, forest explorers, &c., is no doubt breeding a familiarity which blunts his 
curiosity. So much so, indeed, that superficial observers have fallen into the error 
of assuming that “ Jahrman ” rather than “ Angrez ” is the safe gambit to play 
should local suspicions be aroused. An American, for example, who contemplated 
travelling to Persia via Kandahar and Herat was seriously advised by his 
cosmopolitan fellow residents at the Wali Hotel not to be taken for an Englishman 
on the road, even to the extent of discarding a certain type and colour of topee which 
was known to be the fashion amongst the English. The fact alone that the corrupt 
English for the word “ German ” is still necessary as the medium of comprehension 
to the Afghan mind shows that old influences are not so easily cast aside. But there 
are others. Indications are not wanting that, though on the surface the Afghan is 
becoming accustomed to the European, underneath his traditional suspicions of the 
“ Eeringliee ” are, if anything, deepening. The intelligentsia look upon the European 
influx of teachers, engineers and other professional men as taking the bread out of 
their mouths, while the poorer classes are beginning to associate the rise in the cost 
of living with European clothing, which seems to them, for the moment, to be 
bringing no advantages in its train. The Englishman, on the other hand, by not 
being associated in this “ scramble for Afghanistan,” rises correspondingly higher 
in tne estimate of the people, and his mode of living is contrasted favourably, 
particularly by the villagers with whom he comes into contact, to that of other 
foreigners. 

L. W. H. D. BEST. 


[N 5526/49/97] No. 43. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord, Cushendun.—{Received November 26.) 

(No. 106. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , October 31, 1928. 

ON the 23rd October I had a long interview with Ghulam Sadiq at the Afghan 
Foreign Office at his request. Ghulam Sadiq informed me that the office of Foreign 
Minister was still not permanently filled, but he had been placed in charge of the 
Foreign Office with full authority in the capacity of Acting Foreign Minister. 
Hitherto he had been engaged, to the exclusion of everything else, on the reorganisa¬ 
tion of the office, but he now looked forward to transacting with me much important 
business which would have the effect of drawing our two countries still more closely 
together. 

2. He started by conveying a private message to me from King Amanulla that 
His Majesty hoped that the British Legation in Kabul would shortly be raised to 
the status of an Embassy, as the three other countries who were chiefly interested in 
Afghanistan had already taken this step. I replied that there were other countries, 
notably Persia and China, where a similar state of affairs existed, and the fact that 
His Majesty King George was represented by a Minister in Kabul should not be 
taken to mean that Great Britain regarded her interests in Afghanistan as less 
important than those of the Soviet or the Turkish Republic. 

3. We then discussed the gift of arms which had been suggested by Ghulam 
Sadiq in London and which it was proposed to make in commemoration of 
King Amanulla’s visit to India and England. I remarked that a different kind of 
gift which would further the peaceful progress of Afghanistan would have been 
more appropriate, but Ghulam Sadiq insisted that Afghanistan was more in need of 
war material for consolidation and defence than of anything else, and he referred 
me once more to the opening sentence of article 6 of tne Anglo-Afghan Treaty of 
1921, which states that it is for the benefit of the British Government that the 
Government of Afghanistan shall be strong and prosperous. I reminded him that 
the emphasis in the context which he had quoted was laid on machinery, 
telegraphs, &c., rather than on war material, and said that, in view of the demands 
that were constantly being put forward at Geneva and elsewhere for the limitation 
of armaments, gifts of arms to a foreign country were the most difficult of all to 
justify, and my Government wished to make it clear that such a gift could not be 
repeated. I am still withholding the written communication on the subject of this 
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gift until I have the opportunity of sounding the views of King Amanulla, but it 
seems unlikely that any other present, except one of cash, would be equally accept¬ 
able to the Afghan Government. 

4. Ghulam Sadiq then informed me that he had entered into a preliminary 
arrangement with the German Junkers Aviation Company for the institution of 
commercial and postal air services, connecting the principal cities of Afghanistan 
with neighbouring countries. He mentioned the following lines : Kabul-Kandahar- 
Herat-Meshed-Tehran; Kabul-Herat-Khushk; Kabul-Kandahar-Karachi; and 
Kabul-Peshawar. He said that he hoped a representative of the Junkers Company 
would shortly visit Kabul to discuss these schemes. I made no comment except that 
it would be necessary to obtain the consent of neighbouring countries before such a 
project could be put into operation, and I hinted that if a civil air service were to be 
established between India and Afghanistan, which seemed to me an excellent 
proposition, it would probably have to be operated by a British company. 

5. Ghulam Sadiq turned briefly to the subject of railways and said that 
King Amanulla would come to no decision until he had compared the German 
proposals, which had not yet been completed, with those which had been submitted 
to him by MM. Clemenceau and Makcheef. Railway schemes were still in their 
preliminary stage, and personally he was not over-sanguine that a large volume of 
through traffic between Europe and India would be attracted to the Khushk-Chaman 
Railway, but it was necessary for Afghanistan to have railways if she were ever to 
make any progress, and for the purpose of internal defence it was vital that the 
capital should be linked up by rail with other centres. Ghulam Sadiq gave me the 
impression that he was personally prepared to back the German rather than the 
French scheme, possibly because, on account of his four years’ residence as Minister 
in Germany, he foresees more likelihood of profit for himself if a German firm is 
entrusted with the construction. 

6. After the question of overcoming present difficulties in regard to visas had 
been discussed, I mentioned that it was time to remove the restriction embodied in 
Schedule II (e) and (i) of the Anglo-Afghan Treaty regarding the area of the 
Legation grounds and the number of the Minister’s staff and servants. Ghulam 
Sadiq said that he would now turn to the most important subject of all, which, he 
hoped, would shortly engage the serious attention of my Government. He referred 
to the necessity for negotiating a new treaty. I reminded him of the conversation 
which he had held with Sir Austen Chamberlain in the Foreign Office in London, 
and said that manifestations of goodwill in their daily relations were of more value 
between two neighbours than the elaboration of existing treaty engagements. It was 
true that Sir Austen Chamberlain had told him that if the Afghan Government 
wished to put forward new proposals they would be considered, but the attitude ol 
my Government was that it was content to allow the existing treaty to remain in 
force. I suggested that he and I might examine the text of the 1921 treaty and put 
forward any amendments of detail which suggested themselves to us in the light of 
the experience of the past seven years. Ghulam Sadiq protested that this procedure 
would not meet the requirements of the Afghan Government, who desired that an 
entirely new treaty, modified on the principle of friendship, should be negotiated. 
In his view, and in the view of a great majority of Afghans, the treaty of 1921 was 
only intended to be temporary, and, except that it marked a beginning of a new era, 
he regarded this treaty as wholly unsatisfactory from the Afghan standpoint. Our 
mutual goodwill had been amply demonstrated during the currency of this 
preliminary treaty, which had been aptly described as a neighbourly treaty. What 
was now required was a treaty of lasting friendship, which would bind our two 
countries together much more closely than hitherto. He suggested that we should 
each prepare a draft of a new treaty and then meet to compare notes. I said that I 
had no instructions to do this, and in any case the suggestion did not commend itself 
to me as practicable. If I received authority from my Government to enter into 
conversations with him on the subject a better course would be for him to acquaint 
me at the opening stage with the desiderata of the Afghan Government. I could 
then furnish him with suggestions for improving the draft of the present treaty in 
certain matters of detail, and amendments put forward by both parties could, if 
they received the approval of our respective Governments, be embodied in ’an 
exchange of notes. 

Ghulam Sadiq again insisted that the present treaty should be torn up and 
negotiations initiated de novo. He felt confident that if he and I were appointed by 
our Governments as plenipotentiaries in the matter we should be able in a few months 










to conclude an instrument entirely satisfactory to both parties, which would 
emphasise our common interests and remain for ever as a landmark in Afghan 
history. I hastened to deprecate any such extravagant expectations and repeated 
that His Majesty’s Government was not in the habit of negotiating spectacular 
treaties, but was always ready to assist a friendly neighbour in its peaceful develop¬ 
ment. Ghulam Sadiq expressed the hope that we should shortly meet again to discuss 
this all-important question, and in my telegram No. 163 I have requested instructions 
as to the attitude which I should adopt when I am again approached by the Foreign 
Minister on this subject. 

7. King Amanulla has recently outlined a very expensive programme of 
reforms which he is anxious to introduce with the least possible delay, and it seems 
likely that Ghulam Sadiq will attempt to discuss the reintroduction of a cash subsidy 
in some form or other. This has already been ruled out by His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, and I still adhere to the conviction, which I have expressed in previous 
despatches, that the best and most useful manner in which we can help Afghanistan 
to be united and prosperous is to grant her generous assistance in kind outside the 
provisions of a treaty. The free loan of exports and the free provision of materials 
for the purpose of the improvement of Afghanistan’s communications by road, rail 
and air with India still seems to me to offer the most valuable and the most permanent 
advantages. Ghulam Sadiq and his friends are opposed to this form of assistance 
because it gives them few, if any, opportunities for enriching themselves at the 
expense of the State, and the King himself would prefer to handle the cash and 
recruit his employees at his own discretion; but there is no getting away from the 
admission, which Mahmud Tarzi once made to me in a moment of irritation at the 
behaviour of his colleagues, that if the British Government were to fill the Kabul 
valley with gold the country’s communications would be in no whit improved thereby. 

The Afghan, both by temperament and habit, possesses a capacity for the 
unprofitable absorption of gold to an unlimited extent. What he entirely lacks is 
the aptitude for organisation or the honest application of funds. I will quote two 
examples to illustrate these failings. Three years ago about a mile of useless road 
embankment was constructed near Dakka at a cost to the Afghan Government of 
£50,000, and last year the King paid twice this sum out of his own pocket for the 
building of a cement factory in Kabul which has never turned out a single ounce of 
cement. 

8. I come back to the conclusion that there is little, except a simplification of 
transit facilities, the exchange of additional consulates, and a general formula 
asserting our friendly intention to assist Afghanistan in the peaceful development of 
her resources, that we can include without embarrassment in a new treaty. But 
there are many ways in which we could assist this country along the path of modern 
progress which it would be inconvenient to tabulate in the form of treaty obligations. 

9. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


[N 5527/4401/97] No. 44. 

Sir F, Humphry s to Lord Cushendun.—(Received November 26.) 

(No. 107.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 31, 1928. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 151, dated the 6th October, 1928, I have 
the honour to append as an annexure to this despatch a more detailed summary of the 
address which King Amanulla delivered on four separate days, ending the 
5th October, 1928, to a representative gathering of Afghans at Kabul. 

The first part of the address was occupied with a r6sum6 of the King’s recent 
experiences during his official visits to eleven foreign countries, and the rest was 
devoted to a catalogue of His Majesty’s final orders on the questions submitted to the 
Grand Assembly, whose sittings terminated on the 3rd September, 1928. 

2. On the whole the address was received with enthusiasm, though there were a 
few notable abstentions and some wagging of heads by the older and more 
experienced Afghans present. Only one dissentient voice was raised by the 
Collector of Customs, who demanded the reform of the Constitution on democratic 
lines. This official was promptly relieved of his appointment. But there must have 
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been many in the audience, and certainly tens of thousands oiuside, who regarded 
with grave misgivings the King’s impetuous denunciation of the ancient customs of 
thefr country. 

It is significant that though the King’s most passionate appeal was directed 
towards the emancipation of women, none of the Ministers outside the Royal Family 
have yet permitted their wives to follow the Queen’s example in discarding the veil, 
while the Acting Minister for War has flatly refused to observe the new rule which 
requires Government officials to abjure polygamy. 

3. The orders which make the wearing of European dress compulsory are 
regarded as extremely irksome by the people in general. Instead of squatting on 
the ground in flowing robes and eating his food from a banana leaf with his fingers, 
the modern Afghan finds himself driven to adopt one newfangled and expensive 
fashion after another. Trousers suggest a chair; chairs a table; tables look bare 
without knives and forks; and so on, till the family budget is exhausted and there is 
nothing left for the purchase of the necessaries of life. 

The compulsory wearing of hats has caused genuine consternation to Afghans 
of the old school, and especially to the Sikh community, who are compelled by their 
religion to keep their hair uncut, and has given rise to more than one ludicrous 
incident. The first victim of the new rule was the ex-Amir of Bokhara, who, while 
driving down “ The Mall ’ ’ with an aide-de-camp, was asked by a policeman to 
remove his silk turban and was then fined a shilling for not wearing a Homburg hat. 
Since receiving this attention the ex-Amir has not again ventured to take the road. 
A Gilbertian situation has been reached which may at any time be succeeded by a 
tragedy. 

4. The King’s contemptuous reference to the mullahs and his resolve to rob 
them of their old monopoly of education, and, indeed, of all political influence, has 
arrayed against him a powerful body of men who are still capable of playing on the 
fanaticism of the Pathan tribesmen throughout the country. The arrest of two of 
the most important religious leaders in Afghanistan, reported in my telegram 
No. 132, doubtless prevented, or at any rate postponed, a serious revolt in the 
Southern Province, but now that the King has thrown down the gauntlet he probably 
has no option but to execute these holy men and face the consequences. 

5. Apart from railway construction, the cost of the reforms which the King 
announced in his address must amount to several millions sterling, while the most 
pressing reform of all—the grant of. a living wage to the army—has not only been 
side-tracked, but a compulsory levy of three months’ pay has been imposed on the 
soldiers on various pretexts, and their hours on duty have been doubled. 

6. One cannot help admiring the courage of a man who thinks that he sees 
what is best for his country and is determined to have it at all costs, but I am 
reluctantly forced to the conclusion that King Amanulla has temporarily taken the 
bit between his teeth and bolted. When he returns to the stable I shall use my best 
endeavours to curb his petulance and prevent another outbreak. 

7. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


Enclosure in No. 44. 

Summary of Address delivered by Kiny Amanulla at Kabul in October 1928. 


I .—General tenor of Address. 

“ I WILL invite you to consider yourselves my fellow-travellers while I describe 
to you the main features of my recent tour which I undertook with the object of 
studying critically the institutions and progress of other countries; of meeting their 
rulers and peoples; and of making Afghanistan known to the world.” The tour 
cost £70,000. and resulted in useful gifts of arms and machinery to the 
value of £460,000—a clear profit to the nation of £390,000. Special reference was 
made to the warmth of the affection displayed by the English Royal Family, to the 
sincerity of English statesmen, and to the conferment of the Degree of Doctor of 
Civil Law at Oxford. “ Affection between Kings has its special meaning and 
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results.” Material results achieved include treaties concluded, or now being 
negotiated, with many countries, foremost among which are treaties with Turkey, 
with Japan, and, in regard to trade, with Germany. “ Time did not permit of 
the conclusion of a trade treaty desired by Russia.” Agreements have been drawn 
up with Junkers for an Afghan air service; with Krupps regarding the exploitation 
of iron; and with a German group for the winning and export of lapis lazuli. 
French and German parties are prospecting railways, and the German Government 
is affording a credit of 6 million marks for tne purchase of factory materials. Much 
machinery has been bought. Afghanistan has entered the Postal and Telegraph 
Unions. Turkey is educating, free of charge, the 100 boys and the fifteen girls to 
whom I and the Queen have just bidden farewell in your presence; Italy will 
educate twenty-five boys, and promises of help in education have been received from 
other countries. 

“ As regards the future of Afghanistan, my aspirations and ambitions are 
boundless. The first nine years of my reign I devoted to the assertion of Afghan 
independence, to consolidation, and to some measure of progress. Before embarhing 
on reforms I thought it wise to fulfil an old ambition, and to study at first hand the 
institutions of the leading countries of the world. Do you wish to march, shoulder 
to shoulder with me, to progress ? I am modern. I am a revolutionary. I desire 
a revolution in every phrase of national work and life. I have endeavoured to form a 
Cabinet under a Prime Minister, but my advisers would not have this. It appears 
that my country wants me as its Prime Minister and as its active head. I have 
described to you my programme. Any official who finds my programme too hard for 
him, and feels that he cannot conscientiously work with me as an ally, is at liberty to 
resign. I will not think the worse of him for this.” (One man spoke. All others 
signified assent by acclamation.) The King then said: “ We raise our hands, and 
take an oath, before God. Our sacred word is pledged in the presence of the 
Almighty. The Mahometan religion, purged of irrelevant accretions, is the perfect 
guide in life. I am the servant of Islam, and the lover of my country, for which I 
am ready to die. Advance, Afghanistan, along the true road of Islam! ” 


II .—The King's Programme, as set forth. 

The Army. 

The army must be independent of party and of particular religious leaders 
(military officers have been ordered not to visit Legations). 

Institution of military college, staff college, and school for non-commissioned 
officers. 

National service for three instead of two years; students in secondary schools to 
do one year’s training and then pass to the reserve of officers. 

The fat and lazy to be eliminated from the army by application of a scale of 
41 weight for inches ” of height. 

Formation of a military club, which civilians must not enter on any pretext. 

A smokeless powder factory already erected in Kabul. 

Afghanistan to be mapped. 

Separation of military from civil finance. 

Only service dress, except for household troops. 

No increase of pay was announced. On the contrary, there will be cuttings of 
three months’ pay— 

1. For officers’ club : From military officers. 

2. For aeroplane fund: From all Government servants. Subscriptions also 

invited from public. 

3. For purchase of munitions: From all classes, as far as practicable. 

A pensionary scheme is contemplated for army and for all Government servants. 
Individuals to contribute one-third, State two-thirds. 

General. 

Designation of Rahmatullah Jan as Heir Apparent, and of Muhammad Wali 
Khan as permanent Regent during absences of King from the capital. 

War against bribery. 

Gendarmerie to be formed to relieve army of civil duties, such as collection of 
revenue. 


Control of police placed under Ministry of Interior. 

Secret police to be directly under the King. 

Establishment of a bank, to arrest depreciation of currency in terms of foreign 
currencies. 

Reorganisation of the Afghan Foreign Office. 

One year s service in Afghan Foreign Office necessary before appointment in any 
capacity to an Afghan Legation abroad. 

Ministers proceeding abroad must not in future recruit their staffs from their 
own friends and relations. 

Appointment of honorary Afghan consuls in various countries. 

Any Afghan marrying a foreign woman to be ineligible for employment in 
foreign Office or War Office unless he obtains separation. 

Abolition of all medals and decorations (except military “ Order of 
Independence ”). 

The old national flag, which the King described as resembling the Jolly Roger 
to be replaced by a new flag of three colours :— ® * 

Black, in token of the dark days before independence was won. 

Red, for the blood of the martyrs who won freedom. 

Green, for hope and progress. 

Inset .—The sun rising over fields of ripening corn. 

Foundation of a Black, Red and Green Club for civilians. To be located in 
present Foreign Office when the latter moves to Dar-ul-Aman. Junior military 
officers not eligible for membership. 

Fixed scales of pay for foreign employees. 

Frequent commercial, agricultural, and industrial exhibitions, on suitable dates, 
throughout the year. 

Formation of a party of independence and progress. 

Traders must cut out the middleman, and trade direct with Europe. They 
should raise the money to build good hotels in Kabul and Dar-ul-Aman. 

Swamps to be drained. 

Sanitation, improvement of shops and bazaars, provision of baths, and all 
possible encouragement of outdoor games, both in schools and elsewhere. The value 
of games and all forms of exercise was emphasised repeatedly. 

Import duty on sports goods, and on motor vehicles, reduced to 5 per cent. 

Telegraph line from Herat to Persian frontier. 

Pardons to vest in the King. 

Official residences to be provided for Ministers of State. 

Council of State to be superseded by a national council 

Members of Grand Assembly to be elected direct by their constituents, without 
intervention of mullahs and khans. 

Social. 

European dress to be compulsory in the capital. 

Religion does not require women to veil their hands, feet and faces, or enjoin 
any special type of veil. (At this point the Queen, who, since her return from Europe 
had worn a light, transparent veil, tore off her veil amidst applause, and other 
women followed her example.) Women should now discard the old -purdah ( burqa ), 
and either go unveiled or wear modest garments and a light veil. Outside Kabul, the 
decision of the whole matter must rest with the individual. But tribal custom must 
not impose itself on the free will of the individual. 

As regards wives, the King invited attention to the fact that he himself, his 
brother Inayatullah, and the Regent, had only one wife each, but had between them 
twenty-eight fine children. This showed that one wife can suffice to keep the Afghan 
nation from extinction. 

Let his hearers be critical of all foreign accretions which had tended to grow up 
around the true religion of Islam, and of ignorant mullahs. 

Latin numerals to be employed in schools, and in Ministry of Finance. Medical 
prescriptions to be written in Latin characters, and directions to the patient in 
Persian. Writing of prescriptions in Persian had resulted in many unnecessary 
deaths. 

Provision for orphans. 
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Medical. 

Women’s hospitals and training of midwives (for which work ladies of the Royal 
household had volunteered). Touring dispensaries. Education of dispensers in 
Turkey. Afghanistan should join the Red Crescent and the Red Cross. 

Education. 

Preliminary education to be universal. Secondary education to be extended. 
French and German schools to be opened in Kandahar and Herat, and a Turkish 
school in Kabul. Marriage prohibited until after completion of secondary education. 

Co-education of boys and girls between 6 and 11 years of age. School children 
always to wear uniform in public; to salute one another in European fashion; and 
to talk German or French whenever they meet out of school if they belong to German 
or French schools. 

Institution or enlargement of boarding hostels, and of schools for agriculture, 
carpentry, mechanics, medicine, nurses, diplomacy, police, music, fine arts, public 
prosecutors, and education of adult women in domestic arts and hygiene. 

Students’ libraries. Boys to be sent to Persia to learn carpet making, and to go 
abroad as apprentices in factories. 

The King claimed that education held the second place in the Afghan budget. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 


[N 5538/210/97] No. 45. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received November 26.) 

(No. 179.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, November 25, 1928. 

I WAS told by His Majesty at yesterday’s audience that gift of arms would 
he more acceptable than any other and he expressed warm gratitude for offer, details 
of which I communicated to Muhammad Wali Khan on 23rd August ( vide my 
telegram No. 115). Please inform me of earliest date on which arms will'be ready to 
be handed over at frontier and I will then telegraph whether Torkham or Chaman 
would be most convenient to Government of Afghanistan. 

This refers to your telegrams No. 71 and No. 83. 


[N 5574/5456/97] No. 46. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received November 27.) 

(No. 183.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, November 26, 1928. 

ON the 24th instant I had a long audience with His Majesty, and, on his 
request for advice I gave him my views on Shinwari rebellion in frankest possible 
manner. I particularly dwelt on folly of alienating sympathies of all classes of his 
subjects simultaneously, and I told king that priests, agriculturalists, merchants 
and soldiers were seething with discontent at new reforms, increased by taxation and 
forced contributions. His Majesty said that Shinwaris had been inflamed by his 
enemies the mullahs by spreading false rumours about the nature of his reforms. 
My reply to His Majesty was that the mullahs were fighting for their existence and 
that he would be faced with serious insurrections throughout the country in the 
spring, if not earlier, unless he consented to allay their apprehensions. I added that 
his chief concern should be to localise present rising and prevent it from spreading to 
powerful Mohmand tribe. This could best be done by conciliating Shinwari leaders 
and enlisting support of Chaknawar Mullah, who had very great deal of influence 
with Mohmands. 

His Majesty was urged by me to send his most trusted and experienced official 
to Jalalabad to get in touch with disaffected tribesmen and mullahs and explain to 
them that if they desisted defying Government their grievances would be given a 
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sympathetic hearing. I solemnly warned King that if the Mohmands were not 
prevented from joining the rebels the capital would be in great d a nger. 

His Majesty was visibly moved and took notes of my conversation and thanked 
me for what he described as being advice of an old friend. I understood from him 
that immediate action would be taken in accordance with my suggestions. 
Participation of Russian airmen in bombing operations was also discussed. This is 
being reported in a telegram separately. 


[N 5612/5456/97] No. 47. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received November 29.) 

(No. 185.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, November 28,1928. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 65, dated the 17th August, and my telegram 
No. 183. On the 24th instant I explained to His Majesty that use of aerodromes in 
rear for harassing villages close to Indian frontier by Russian airmen, apart from 
being distasteful to my Government, was calculated to make him unpopular with his 
own subjects. I informed His Majesty that he was being accused by tribesmen of 
offences against Islam, and fact that he was employing professed atheists to bomb 
his people into submission would lend colour to these accusations. King admitted 
force of this argument, and said he would think over matter. He repeated his 
promise that as soon as Afghan aviation cadets returned from Europe he would 
dismiss all Russian personnel from his air force. 


[N 5647/5456/97] No. 48. 

Government of India to Secretary of State for India. 

(No. 2600 S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, November 30, 1928. 

WE doubt wisdom in extraordinary crisis like the present of pressing too hard 
our general objection to Russians flying close to Indian border, though we are glad 
Minister registered protest. 

It should, however, be made clear that our acquiescence did not imply any 
weakening of our insistence on fulfilment as soon as normal conditions are restored 
of Ameer’s engagement not to allow Russian airmen to visit Jalalabad and Kandahar 
Ghazni. 

As subsidiary but not unimportant point is also to be considered value of 
Ameer’s resort to extensive bombing as effective stopper to revival of his old and 
troublesome agitation against our use of air force for tribal control, of which 
Afghans have, of course, recent and successful example before their eyes. 

(Repeated to Kabul, No. 423-K.) 


[N 5642/10/97] No. 49. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Lord Cushendun.—{Received December 3.) 

(No. 108.) 

My Lord, Kabul , November 5,1928. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the diary of the secretary to this Legation, for 
the week ending the 3rd November, 1928. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and the 
Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

F. H. HUMPHRYS. 
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Enclosure in No. 49. 


Diary of the Secretary, British Leqation, Kabul, for the Week ending 
November 3, 1928. 

1. Military. 

(a.) REFERENCE paragraph 1 (a) of diary for the week ending the 27th. 
October, 1928. The fate of these Ghilzais has not yet been decided. They are now 
confined in the Bala Hissar. It appears that no fighting of any description took 
place; the villagers were just surprised and rounded up. 

(b.) A convoy of some 150 camels arrived in Kabul from the north on the 
31st October. It is reported that they were carrying shells from Russia, but the 
calibre has not yet been ascertained. 


2. Aviation. 

(a.) There has been considerable aerial activity during the past week. Details 
of flights which have been observed are as follows :— 


October 27. 

October 28. 

October 29. 
October 30. 

October 31. 
November 1. 


An air mail Junker left Kabul during the early morning for 
Tashkent. 

Two D.H.9 a’s flew over Kabul during the afternoon, one for 
one hour fifteen minutes and the other for forty minutes. 

An air mail Junker arrived in Kabul from the north. 

A D.H.9a flew over Kabul for an hour. 

The Potez flew over Kabul during the evening for thirty-five 
minutes. 

The large passenger Junker made four flights over Kabul during 
the afternoon, totalling one hour five minutes. 

A small Junker flew over Kabul for thirty-five minutes. 

A Russian Junker appeared from the north and landed at Kabul 
at 10-30 a.m. 

Two D.H.9 a’s flew over Kabul during the evening for forty-five 
minutes. 

Three D.H.9a’s flew over Kabul in formation for forty-five 
minutes. 

An air mail Junker left Kabul at 7-30 a.m. flying north. 


(b.) The Government have decided to make their Junkers pay by advertising 
passenger flights in the local papers at the rate of 20 Afghanis in tne small Junkers 
and 30 Afghanis in the three-engined Junker for a flight of fifteen minutes over 
Kabul and the environs. Mondays have been reserved for passenger flying, but 
applications are evidently so numerous that flights are being undertaken on other 
afternoons also. 

(c.) The Potez has been identified with the number 33 in Persian figures on 
the fuselage. From this it is possible to argue that there are thirty-three machines 
(the Potez being the last arrival), including derelicts in the Afghan Air Force, which 
corresponds roughly to deductions made from other sources. 

(d.) Reference paragraph 1 ( b ) of diary for the week ending the 20th October 
and paragraph 2 (b) for the week ending the 21st July, 1928. Some confusion has 
occurred in the names of the German pilots. The King’s pilot is not Herr Uoos but 
Herr Rothe, who is identical with the Herr “ Rohday ” previously mentioned. The 
correct spelling of Herr Uoos is “ Joas.” Herr Rothe has a wife in Constantinople, 
and speaks Turkish perfectly. 


3. British Subjects. 

(a.) Lady Bray and Miss Bray arrived in Kabul on the 1st November, where 
they are staying at the Legation as guests of His Majesty’s Minister. 

(6.) A Cingalese, M. Canagasa.bey by name, arrived in Kabul from the Malay 
States in a 1926 “ Morris-Cowley,” with the intention of proceeding to London via 
Kandahar, Herat, Tehran, Bagdad, Damascus and Constantinople. He did the 
trip via Duzdap in a “ Trojan ” in 1925. 


95 


4. Tribesmen. 

r 1 ^ ^ported that some Mohmands and Afridis were paid their allowances at 
Jalalabad during the second half of October. The Mohmands from Goshta arp still 

montMfTheGovemof G f 7a the Khu ^ anis from the Mamakhel lands in a 

ontn it the Governor of Jalalabad does not satisfy their demands. 

5. Foreigners. 

Kot f “ M ??'-T? ele . renoe Paragraph 5 (6) of last week's diary. Mile. Bolher 

has stce JelZed JpSwT 638 *° ^ l0dg “ g “ the German Le S ation ' and 

French. The lot of the French schoolmaster is not a happy one. They 
c ° ntlnual annoyances and humiliations, to alleviate^ which they 
y l f te they haVe I eceived llttle he lp from their own Legation. They are now 
suffering from a wave of rent profiteering, which has already swept over Jabul A 
little palm greasing by the landlord at the Ministry of Education and the unfor¬ 
tunate professor finds himself faced with an order to change his residence • and so 
in 1 rent™ P ° St t&keS pl&Ce ’ with the difference th at each change means an increase 

Rn Jin It J “V anese -—Commander Kisabino Kayangi, Japanese naval attachd to 
> sc ow arrived b y air from Termez on the 28th October, accompanied by 
an assistant He left for Bombay on the 31st October en route for Iraq and Russia 7 
his assistant returning direct to Russia. It is believed that he came to see about 
the possibility of establishing a Japanese representative in Kabul, according to the 
treaty signed between Japan and Afghanistan this year. His complaint tfiat he 
had no work to do m Russia as the Soviet has no fleet, will unfortunately find no 
remedy by the extension of his activities in Afghanistan. 7 nna no 

01 , German.—Dr. S. Mey, secretary of the German Legation, left Kabul on the 

fnthe^Foreign 0 Office kaWar ”*** ° r Berlin ’ where he is takin S U P an appointment 

OQfi, Turkish.—N well-attended soiree was held at the Turkish Embassy on the 

funct^n t ^ e K^hiiT 1 > brat t? n ° f T , urklsh National Day. The first ambassadorial 
function in Kabul, its setting suffered somewhat from the restrictions of the building 
itself; but the spirit was most cordial, a happy state of affairs, to which the British 
Legatimi contributed materially by the loan of whiskey and recipes. The absence 
°ff A J? kan ar “y officers, owing to the King’s order forbidding any military man 
attending entertainments given by foreign missions in Kabul, was the more 
conspicuous by the presence of their numerous Turkish military instructors. 

6. Afghans. 

(a.) Habibullah Khan Tarzi left Kabul by air mail to Termez on the 1st 
November, on his wav to 10 m his post as Afghan Minister in Paris. 

(6 ) Sultan Ahmed Khan left Kabul on the 2nd November for Peshawar 

AmtesadoTirTrrkn ’ S g ” P Ws a PP ointm<!nt *** Afghan 

7. Afghan Press. 

on thp'Liwf Aman-i-Afghan ’’ of the 24th October publishes an inspired article 
on the Kellogg Pact. After criticising the action of some of the Powers, including 
4 {Jr in making exceptions and reservations, the writer congratulates the 

For ? g f- 0ff !i e on Slgmi ?g on] y the three articles of the pact outlawing war, 
whilst_repudiating the protocols, annexures, &c., enclosed with the pact, “which 

WM«ldded U to t tt’’ ame benefit WhlCh ^ PaCt had f ° r ° ther nations ^fore exceptions 

., The “. Anee ? ” of the 6th September made a bitter attack on M Oertal 

the German engineer in charge of the Kabul electric lighting, on the occasion of the 
electrocution of a chaukidar of the Government workshop by accidentally touching 
a live wire They alleged inefficiency, and demanded the appointment of a committee 
of experts to examine the electric wiring of the city. The next number, dated the 
W-1 V nhh ? h ™ a vigorous reply from M. Oertal, in the course of which 
ne stated that it is not his fault if ignorant people tamper with electric wires thus 
endangering their lives; in any case, he added, the death of the chaukidar was not 
due to the electric light wire, but to a defective telephone line constructed by 
telephone experts close to his wire. * 


8. Miscellaneous. 

Although the King has given the people of Kabul up to the beginning of 1308 
(the 21st March, 1929) to fit themselves out in European clothing, considerable 
pressure is already being exercised to lead or push the general public into the way 
they should go. lor some time the favourite haunts of the populace in Paghman 
have been forbidden the pagri and pantaloon, while even the approaches of the new 
city of Dar-ul-Aman are equally sacrosanct. Now the Kabul Municipality has 
taken a hand in the game by enjoining that every person not wearing dreshi is 
liable to a fine of 2 puls (about a farthing) The guardians of the law are not 
unnaturally elated at this chance of adding legitimately to their salary, and the 
wretched “ pagriwallah,” in running the gauntlet of pink policemen at every corner 
on his way to the bazaar, has an expensive journey. Even the British Legation has 
had to recognise that in Rome (in this case, the Kabul city limits) it is best to do as 
the Romans do. The ingenuity called forth by attempts to satisfy these dress 
regulations adds much to the gaiety of nations. One individual wearing a woman s 
straw hat was seen passing a nonplussed policeman in triumph; another popular 
form of headgear calls up memories of the public lavatory attendants in London. 
The new style entails no small increase m the domestic budget of the Kabuli. A 
decent suit of “ swadeshi ” clothes and hat comes to 86 Afghanis (equivalent to 
43 Indian rupees), and there are other items, such as collars, ties, shoes and socks to 
be provided for. The “ Aman-i-Afghan ” argues that the people who wear dreshi 
feel “ a sort of revolution and modernisation in them,’ ’ and that while some think 
the shape of hats bad, they should realise after consideration that hats are more 
useful than round winding turbans. It remains to be seen whether this increased 
efficiency in clothes will have its corresponding reaction m the man himself. Mean¬ 
while, from the aesthetic point of view, the streets of Kabul are losing much of their 

former picturesqueness. L W H D BEST 


[N 5704/5456/97] No. 50. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—[Received December 5.) 

(Telegraphic ) P Kabul ’ December 4 - 192 ?'. 

{ PLEASE see Government of India’s telegram No. 2600 S. of 30th ultimo. Main 
reason why I am in favour of force of bombing operations conducted by Russians 
against Shinwaris being discontinued is that if they are continued they will 
eventually cost King Amanullah his throne. 


[N 5770/5456/97] No. 51. 

Government of India to Secretary of State for India 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, December 8, 1928. 

FOLLOWING telegram received from North-West Frontier Province, 
No. 568-P., dated the 6th idem 

“ It is difficult to prophesy, but so far reactions of rebellion on our tribes 
have been favourable to us. There are no indications of serious unrest and tribes 
do not associate us with His Majesty’s reforms. They are inclined ^jregard 
Amanullah as an infidel, but a definite pronouncement by muli^s is awaited by 
them. This does not mean their permanent alienation from Duram Dynasty. 
Amanullah has still a locus poenitmtiw, but they would probably prefer to see 
him deposed in favour of a reactionary. Apart from this general view local 
considerations effect certain tribes. Tradition of mutual he4 P fn^ with 
Afridis and Shinwaris against either Kabul or India makes Afridis side vi ith 
Shinwaris, and many arms captured by Shinwaris have been deposited m lirah 

for safety. 




“ 2. On the 5th instant the Mohmands put in a petition for permission to 
capture Dakka for British. This was not due so much to hostility to Kabul 
as to belief that Dakka was lost to Kabul and Shinwaris, their traditional 
enemies, would get it first. Little interest is at present beiilg shown by the tribes 
further afield, both north and south. It is significant that at a dinner given last 
night by my Indian personal assistant, at which Wali of Swat and Afridi 
Nawab were present, there was no mention at all of Kabul affairs. Present 
attitude of aloofness and disposition to regard rebellion as personal quarrel 
between King and Shinwaris should tend to localise rebellion and be favourable 
to Government of Afghanistan.” 

This is with reference to your telegram No. 2668-S. 


[E 5862/600/44] No. 52. 

Mr. Edmonds to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received December 10.) 

(No. 517.) 

Sir, Angora, December 3, 1928. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 270 of the 30th May, I have thfe honour 
to inform you that on the 29th ultimo the Grand National Assembly ratified the 
Turco-Afghan Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation, which was signed here on 
the 25th May last. 

2. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul. 

I have, &c. 

W. S. EDMONDS. 


tN 5735/5735/97] No. 53. 

Mr. Edmonds to Sir Austen Chamberlmn.—{Received December 10.) 

(No. 522.) 

Sir, Angora, December 4, 1928. 

IN his despatch No. 277 of the 6th June last His Majesty’s Ambassador had 
the honour to report the imminent departure for Afghanistan of a Turkish military 
mission under the leadership of General Kiazim Pasha. 

2. After repeated postponements of the date of the departure of the mission, 
the latter finally left Constantinople on the 2nd instant, travelling by way of Egypt 
and Bombay. At the desire of the Turkish Government His Majesty’s High 
Commissioner in Egypt and the Government of India have been requested to afford 
to the mission such facilities as may be possible during its journey through Egypt 
and India. 

3. The mission consists of ten officers, who are accompanied by their families. 
Their names are :— 

Divisional General Kiazim Pasha. 

Colonel Reshid Bey. 

Colonel Nuri Bey. 

Colonel Jemil Tahir Bey. 

Colonel Muharrem Mazlum Bey. 

Major Halim Ismet Bey. 

Major Izzet Bey. 

Major Hidayet Bey. 

Captain Kiazim Bey. 

Captain Rashid Bey. 

4. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul. 

I have, &c. 

W. S. EDMONDS. 


tl9H7] 
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[N 5836/210/97] No. 54. 

Sir F. Humphry s to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received December 12.) 

(No. 208.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, December 12, 1928. 

PLEASE telegraph whether Government of India have any lorries to spare. 
Afghan Government state that they are in need of 25 one-ton and 25 two-ton lorries 
to be delivered at Chaman. Vehicles as used by Indian army are approved. 

If any suitable lorries can be provided immediately, I recommend they should be 
presented free, and debited against subsidy in kind. 

I particularly request that this question be disposed of here and that Afghan 
consul-general should not be informed of it. 


[N 5846/5456/97] No. 55. 

Government of India to the Secretary of State for India. 

(No. 2782 S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, December 12, 1928. 

PLEASE see my telegram No. 2730 S : Afghan rebellion. 

1. We have followed here with growing concern proceedings of King Amanullah 
since his return from grand tour. Present situation as we see it is this : Loyalty of 
tribes has now given way under intolerable strain imposed by what they cannot but 
regard as King’s madness. It is only appeal of the achievements (apart from his 
blind zeal for reform) and personality of the Ghazi to Afghan national vanity and 
patriotism that has hitherto induced them to acquiesce in unprecedented measures 
which to a ruler of less dominating character would long since have spelt the loss of 
his throne. Almost every other weapon, including support of discontented army, 
seems to have been discarded deliberately by Amanullah before entering contest, and 
it is difficult to see how he can emerge without surrender of most that he stands for 
and consequent crippling of his personal prestige and that of his Government. As 
Minister evidently considers, it seems out of the question to crush rebellion on present 
issues with dispirited or disaffected troops, and there remains only compromise. 
Short of virtually complete abandonment of reforms Conservative leaders are 
scarcely likely now to allow locus pcenitentice. King must in their eyes be stamped 
as incorrigible by his failure to profit by lesson taught by Khost rebellion. 

2. Should dethronement be the result, it seems unlikely that successor will be 
looked for outside the Muhammadzai by rebels, or that any violent change will 
follow in the existing system of Government. Revolt is rather against violent 
upsetting of whole social system to which King has committed himself than against 
existing political order of things. It might fairly be described rather as 
counter-revolution than revolt. If a new King is to be set up, a respectable but 
colourless clerical nominee like Inayatullah seems indicated. That such a successor 
would embark on a pronouncedly anti-British policy seems on the balance of 
probabilities unlikely. Necessity to turn the eyes of the tribes outwards and to 
disarm clerical suspicions, which, together with modernist nationalist impulse, were 
the causes compelling Amanullah to this course in 1919, would be absent. There is, 
however, possibility of disintegration of Afghanistan by provinces declaring their 
own separate independence, should revolt spread or meet with any pronounced 
success. Such a movement might, if combined with Russian exploitation, bring us 
appreciably nearer situation envisaged in recent discussions on defence of India. 

3. Direct evidence is so far lacking of intrigue and personal ambition as a 
cause of the revolt and no big name has yet come to the fore among the rebels proper. 
This is partly due no doubt to fact that most dangerous potential rivals, Nadir Khan, 
the only frontier expert, and perhaps only first class brain of Afghan Government, 
and his popular brothers of the great Musahiban family, have been removed from the 
scene by Amanullah. 

4. As regards our own tribes, we endorse Chief Commissioner’s appreciation. 
It is a truism that trouble for Ameer usually spells trouble for ourselves. But 
Afghan commotion seems likely for the moment to spell temporary quiet for our 
frontier, where attitude of tribes as a whole is at present exceptionally friendly. 
Happily we are hitherto less identified with odium of Western innovations than any 
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other nation represented at Kabul. Indeed, favourable comparisons are, according 
to Baluchistan reports, beginning to be drawn between British tolerance and 
new-fangled Kabul interference of customary and religious practices. We must, 
however, though hitherto there have been no signs of this, bear in mind possibility of 
endeavours by Russia to misrepresent us as villains of the piece. 

5. The danger seems at present small of our tribes seriously embarrassing us 
by embroiling themselves in the revolt. As Bolton remarks, though their sympathies 
must be against reforms, their permanent pro-Kabul bias may reasonably be trusted 
to keep them from intervening at any risk to themselves. After all, pinch of reforms 
shoe is not directly felt on this side of Durand Line. There seems, therefore, reason 
to hope that, under guidance of Chief Commissioner and his officers, no serious 
embarrassment on this score will be experienced from our own tribes. 

6. It is at present uncertain what attitude will be adopted by powerful Ghilzai 
nation, whose decision, even more than that of Mohmands, may prove decisive factor. 
The King is favoured by the season, for the Ghilzais at any rate, unless they have 
reason to hope for British sympathy, are generally loath to commit themselves at a 
time when an important part of their strength is in India. 

7. Separate reference will be made on question of attitude to be adopted 
towards possible request by King for active assistance. 

8. We are also dealing separately with question of rendering assistance to 
British and possibly other Legations in Kabul, which is receiving our most anxious 
consideration. 

9. Report of declaration of ten days’ truce is to hand from North-West 
Frontier as this issues. 


[N 5850/5456/97] No. 56. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received December 13.) 

(No. 209.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, December 12, 1928. 

PLEASE see my telegram No. 205. Following is my estimate of situation :— 

Anger at Amanullah’s reforms, which are held to be contrary to tribal customs 
and to tenets of Islam as expounded by Afghan mullahs, is the cause of Shinwari 
rebellion. 

Sympathy of cause for which rebels are fighting is so strong throughout 
Afghanistan that rebellion cannot be extinguished by force, particularly as only- 
real force at King’s disposal resides in tribal levies. Afghan regular army is 
untrained, poorly paid and equipped, and, even if willing, are unable to face 
tribesmen. Strictly limited as operations of air force must be [group 
un decypher able] same result., as stick thrust into a wasps’ nest. 

Soviet Embassy and, in first instance, Turkish Ambassador advised Amanullah 
to fight to bitter end, impose new reforms [corrupt group] afterwards. If this advice 
is followed I have no doubt whatever that Amanullah will be dethroned. This is 
probably what Russians desire or, at any rate, that His Majesty shall be so weakened*- 
that he will be a mere tool in their hands. 

From the first I have impressed on King and his Ministers that their only hope 
of success lay in securing co-operation of religious leaders to parley with rebels and 
explain away in a sympathetic spirit doubt and fear [two groups undecypherable] 
of tribesmen. It appears quite certain truce will be arranged at last for discussing 
terms. In high quarters these are said to include a demand for expulsion of all law 
from Afghanistan. 

It seems certain that Afghan Government will do this; King will have to humble 
himself and eat his words. 

Tribesmen will not be satisfied with anything less than vindication of their 
religious and customary rights, and if Amanullah fails to allay their suspicions on 
this score rebellion will spread, and within next few months will overwhelm present 
dynasty. 
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[N 5878/5456/97] No. 57. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received December 14.) 

(No, 212.) First of five Parts. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, December 13.1928. 

ON the evening of the 13th instant I had a long audience with King Amanullah. 
Mirza Muhammad Khan. Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, who is also a member of 
Cabinet, was present. At all previous interviews His Majesty has always been alone, 
but he explained that he wished to have a record of our conversation taken down for 
Cabinet meeting, which will take place on the 14th. Amanullah first expressed deep 
concern for health of His Majesty the King, and said he was greatly relieved to know 
that the operation performed had been successful. 

Shinwari rebellion was then discussed, and I did not mince my words. I said 
that I had not in the course of twenty-six years’ service near Indian frontier 
experienced a conflict which had provoked such an outburst of Pathan ferocity. 
To try quelling rebellion with bullets and bombs was useless, as flame could only be 
fanned thereby. Cause of rising must be faced and eradicated. Firstly, there was 
apprehension on part of mullahs that Afghan Government completely resolved to 
destroy their influence with people, and secondly, tribesmen’s fierce resentment at 
attacks which they believed were being made on their ancient and religious customs 
by abolition of purdah, compulsory introduction of European dress and female 
education. 


[N 6053/5456/97] No. 58. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received December 23.) 

(No. 212.) Third and last Part. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul , December 16, 1928. 

OWING to difficulty of communication third and succeeding parts of my 
telegram No. 212 are being summarised briefly. 

I was informed by King that he was in agreement with me as to only methods 
which were now open to him for successfully concluding Shinwari rebellion. Afzal’s 
section of Shinwaris had made peace, and he had already succeeded in preventing 
Mohammands from joining. 

Khugianis had, on the other hand, gone over to rebels and taken Nimla. General 
Abdul Wakil with his troops had retired to Gundamak. To convince these fanatic 
mullahs and tribesmen that he had no intention of acting contrary to Islam or of 
interfering with their tribal customs was his main difficulty. In order, he said, that 
he should not .be misunderstood again, he had determined not to permit, even if 
people should ask it, female education for twenty years in Afghanistan. .Mullahs 
would be allowed to retain control of primary education in country. To stop this 
\ senseless civil war, which was ruining his country, he promised to do everything he 
could, and agreed that running the risk of force, except in defence, was useless. 

, Permission was then sought for British aeroplanes to carry posts both ways 
between Peshawar and Kabul until road communications were restored, both for 
Legation and also Afghan Government if he so desired. That this would be 
beneficial to both Governments was admitted by His Majesty, but he would like his 
own aeroplanes to fly. alternatively with British to Peshawar. German or Afghan 
pilots would man them. I said that, as Peshawar was a military aerodrome, this 
would be difficult, and pressed him, as an emergency arrangement, to accept my 
request as it stood. Matter would, he replied, be referred to Cabinet 14th December. 

Communication with Afghan Government is now cut off, and I have received no 
reply. ' 

I was also told by the King that British consul, Jalalabad, had taken refugp 
with Naki.b Sahib of Bagdad, a noted religious leader, who lives about 4 miles from 
Jalalabad. 

King assured me, in reply to my protest against recent articles in “ Aman-i- 
Afghan,” that both he and his Government were convinced that British had not in 
any way inspired or assisted Shinwari rebellion. With regard to Chief Com¬ 
missioner’s restraining advice to Mohmands, King expressed much appreciation. 


LN 6174/5456/97] No. 59. 

The Attack on Kabul : December 14-25, 1928. 

Narrative of Events affecting His Majesty's Legation. 

DendhSfbf 0 ^ 1 ^ 8 r m i m f r T 5 as 5 een P re P ared as a provisional record of events 
atKabul:— Pt f & detailed and connected account from His Majesty’s Minister 

Friday, December 14. 

r> At 3-30 P - M - some 3,000 tribesmen from Kohistan, under the leadershin of 

T ted brigand ’ ] Syed Hussein and Amir Mahmud Khan of Tagao, 
appeared without warning and carried by assault a fort on Bagh-i-Bala a hill 

Kabulrtwfl °l the B J lt ^ h Le S ation ( which itself lies abouA miles west of 
Kabul). Shortly afterwards they streamed down the hill and along the road leading 
to the city, passing as they did so the gates of the Legation, whfch His Majesty's 

rn ?^ sed - , The A 4 an ? uard of ab out six men retreated 7 
t r , J 8 y 8 Mm^er spoke with their leaders at the gate, and impressed upon 
reSp !f the sanctity of all the Legations in Kabul, who were the 
K country, and would do them no harm if this sanctity were respected, 

the T l SU f re ^?i 8 ^ a:,e ! ty 8 Mimster that they had no hostile intent towards 

acSwSe 'co“ e to thflaw ^ K “S AmanuUa - whose 

coatilueVfo^wohour? m ° Ved ““ t ° WardS the City ' and 8 ° Unds ° f ^ firin S 

* n *^P° rtin £ this attack > Hi s Majesty’s Minister asked that the Hinaidi, a large 
nf tbp ^ ‘Carrying aeroplane, might be kept ready to fetch the women and children 
Legation, and that a two-seater aeroplane should be despatched at once to 
P 08 f lbl ® landing-grounds, i.e., Sherpur Aerodrome, about 1 mile due 
y Kabul, and a flat grassy plain lying about 1 mile north of the Legation 

T de L ayed transmission. The first part reached India and 

London on the 19th December, and the second part on the 18th December. 

It is learned from a reliable source that when the firing broke out the utmost 
confusion prevailed m the palace, and there was nothing to stop the rebels walking 
in. Messengers rushed into the streets to collect soldiers, and rifles were handed to 
anyone who would take one. Sardar Inayatulla Khan was immediately summoned 
and confined in the Arq. It was openly stated in the palace that the whole rebellion 
was organised by the British, who had supplied arms and ammunition. 

Saturday, December 15. 

Fighting continued all day and the tribesmen captured two important posts 
overlooking the city (perhaps Koh-i-Lula and the Asmai heights) with a large stock 
of arms and ammunition. They were supposed to be expecting considerable 
reinforcements from Tagao, with which they would attempt to storm the two 
remaining forts and the palace. Other reports were that the tribesmen had killed 
tnree lurkish officers and declared that they would not leave a single Turk or 
.Russian alive, and that the King’s troops were deserting en masse, only the officers 
remaining loyal. 

Three aeroplanes, with Russian pilots, went up from Sherpur and bombed the 
tribesmen. 1 

The telegram describing the events of this day, which stated that all in 
the Legation were safe and well at 10 p.m. that night, but isolated and out of touch 
with the city, reached India and London on the 16th December, and except for the 
telegram of the previous day was the only direct communication from the Legation 
ur\ received until the 22nd December. Incoming telegrams dated the 
14th December were the last to reach the Legation through the Afghan telegranh or 
wirerss services. 6 p 

Sunday , December 16. 

Large bodies of tribesmen passed the Legation on their way to the scene of the 
uflflfiug. Aeioplanes again bombed the tribesmen, who fired at every aeroplane 
they saw, and one machine was shot down over Sherpur. On the whole, however the 
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firing was much less and no important reinforcements reached the tribesmen, who 
appeared to make no progress. Levies from the Southern Provinces were fighting on 
the side of the King. 

As a result of the firing at aeroplanes, His Majesty’s Minister recommended 
that no British aeroplane should be despatched until he telegraphed a further 
request, or until communications with Kabul had ceased for twenty-four hours. 
In a second telegram, dealing with possible means of protection, His Majesty’s 
Minister stated that it was unsafe for aeroplanes to land and that evacuation of 
women and children by air was temporarily impossible. 

These telegrams, as well as all subsequent telegrams drafted between the 16th 
December and the 21st December, failed, however, to reach India or London until the 
22nd and 23rd December, as the Legation orderlies, though able to reach the wireless 
station that morning under escort with two telegrams, were subsequently unable to 
get through to the city. 

Monday , December 17. 

Fighting between the tribesmen under Bacha Saqao and the Gover nm ent troops, 
aided by Mangal and Jaji levies, continued without decisive advantage for either 
side, though the former were pushed back about a mile. The Legation was in the 
line of fire between the two forces, and was hit many times by shells and bullets 
without suffering material damage. The road from the Legation to Sherpur 
Aerodrome was closed. 

The Government of India telegraphed to His Majesty’s Minister (1) proposing 
to send up an aeroplane with a light transmitting set (the Legation then possessed 
a receiving set only), and (2) enquiring whether there was any other place, such as 
Ghazni, where aeroplanes could pick up passengers at a prearranged time. They 
also said that they proposed to send a reconnaissance aeroplane if all communications 
ceased for forty-eight hours. Full details regarding the system of signal com¬ 
munication were given. 

Tuesday , December 18. 

A fierce battle raged all day. Government troops advanced to the eastern wall 
of the Legation grounds, while the tribesmen occupied a fortified village a few yards 
from the western wall. The Legation was under heavy fire, and the combatants 
were only kept out of the grounds with great difficulty. All were well, but still 
cut off from the city and without news of developments in Eastern Province. The 
Government troops on this and succeeding days turned back Legation messengers 
who attempted to leave for the city with telegrams. 

As no communications had been received for forty-eight hours, a reconnaissance 
aeroplane left Kohat at dawn on this day. The pilot succeeded in dropping a 
message-bag, but was subsequently forced to land at Sherpur Aerodrome owing to 
bullets having penetrated the oil pump and radiator of his machine. A second 
aeroplane set out, and read the following messages laid out with white strips on 
the Legation lawn : “ Fly very high. Do not land. All well.” It also dropped a 
Popham panel apparatus. This aeroplane gained the impression that the Govern¬ 
ment troops were still holding Sherpur, the Arq, the Dilkusha Palace and grounds 
(where the wireless station is situated), the area between the Arq and the Deh-i- 
Mozang, and Sherpur Aerodrome, where ten aeroplanes were seen. The Legation 
was seen to be cut off by the tribesmen from the landing ground to the north, as well 
as from Sherpur. 

The pilot of the first aeroplane managed to get through a message to India by 
land telegraph via Quetta, which was still working spasmodically and some other 
messages, mostly those of the Afghan Government, also came through. Communica¬ 
tion with the Kabul wireless station ceased, and a message from the station sent .by 
land telegraph stated that it could receive from Peshawar, but could not transmit 
owing to lack of power. 

Wednesday , December 19. 

A fierce but indecisive battle continued around the Legation all day and the 
local situation appeared unchanged. A shell fired by the Government artillery set 
fire to the military attache’s* house, which burned to the ground. 

* The military attache was on his way to his post when the trouble started and was detained in 
Peshawar. 


H’S 

A reconnaissance aeroplane again flew over the Legation in the morning and 
received the following signals by Popham panel: “ Sherpur Aerodrome unfit. We 
are confined to Legation,” as well as the messages of the previous day on the lawn. 
The aeroplane was heavily fired upon from a fort west of the Legation. Very little 
movement was observed and no signs of active hostilities. 

This aeroplane popped leaflets setting forth that the British were the friends 
of the Afghan people and had always regarded favourably the progress and 
prosperity of Afghanistan, provided their Legation and consulates were unharmed; 
that the protection of foreign Legations was enjoined by the laws of Islam; and that 
should any harm come to the British Legation or consulates, full reparation would 
be exacted by the British Government. 

The pilot who had been forced to land at Sherpur telegraphed that he had 
obtained permission for an aeroplane to come and fetch him away, but it was con¬ 
sidered that the landing of a British aeroplane there might make the tribesmen 
ill-disposed towards British aircraft, and possibly towards the Legation also. 

The telegraph office at Kabul reported that all recent telegrams had been 
delivered at the British Legation. 

The Secretary of State announced in the House of Commons that tribesmen had 
attacked on the west of Kabul on the 14th-15th December and captured two forts; 
that no exact information as to subsequent developments was available owing to the 
Legation, which lay outside the city, being apparently unable to use the wireless 
station; that an aeroplane flew to Kabul on the 18th December to establish contact 
with the Legation, had received a message indicating that all was well, and had 
derived the impression that the aerodrome and neighbourhood of the palace were 
still in the hands of the loyal forces; that plans for the evacuation of women and 
children by aeroplane had been worked out by the Government of India; and that 
the leaders of the tribesmen had assured His Majesty’s Minister on the 14th December 
that they had no hostile intent towards the Legation, but the Government of India 
would, of course, take all possible steps to ensure the safety of British nationals. 

Thursday , December 20. 

Fierce fighting continued. His Majesty’s Minister recorded the fact that the 
tribesmen had throughout behaved most courteously and had given him assurances, 
both verbal and written, that they would not harm the Legation. The Government 
troops, on the other hand, fired across the Legation grounds in a most dangerous 
manner, so that it was unsafe to go out of doors or to lay out signals by daylight. 
Although the Government troops had been next the Legation for two and a half 
days, no effort had been made by the Afghan Government to communicate with 
him, and his messengers had been turned back. All in the Legation were well and 
the flag was still flying. 

A reconnaissance aeroplane flew over the Legation and received the signals: 
“ Do not land at all. Situation improving. Come again to-morrow,” as well as the 
messages on the lawn of the two previous days. One message bag was dropped in 
Legation; a second fell 200 yards outside wall. The aeroplane was fired at from 
forts at Koh-i-Lula, a hill east of the Legation and half-way to Sherpur Aerodrome. 
Twelve aeroplanes were observed at the latter place. 

A second aeroplane set out later in the day in order to try to obtain a reply to 
an enquiry addressed to His Majesty’s Minister about fetching the pilot from 
Sherpur. This aeroplane descended to 600 feet and was heavily fired at from houses 
close to the Legation and others 1,000 yards away, but not from the forts at 
Koh-i-Lula. The machine was hit twice and suffered some damage. No movements 
of any kind were observed at the Legation or in Kabul, and neither aeroplane 
observed any movement on the way to and from Kabul. 

The telegraph office at Kabul reported that its message of the previous day was 
mistaken: messengers had set out, but could not reach the Legation. The Peshawar 
wireless station heard the Kabul station sending and receiving communications with 
the Tashkent station from 2 a.m., but could obtain no reply to its own calls. 

Friday, December 21. 

Further fighting around the Legation ended during the afternoon in the 
expulsion of the tribesmen from the immediate vicinity, but the road to the city was 

still closed. , . 

A messenger managed, however, to get through to the city with telegrams in the 

evening. 
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His Majesty’s Minister recorded the fact that the Legation buildings had been 
hit by about fifty shells and hundreds of bullets, but that there had been no serious 
casualty among the European and Indian members of the Legation, and that all the 
members of his staff had behaved with the greatest gallantry. 

An aeroplane left for Kabul at 8 a.m., but was forced to return owing to 
ignition trouble. A second aeroplane set out and received the following signals: 

“ Come again to-morrow. All well, fly north.” “ No ” (i.e., probably, no aeroplane 
to land for pilot at Sherpur), and—by the Aldis lamp dropped the previous day— 

“ O.K. H.” Nobody was observed in the Legation grounds. Continuous rifle and 
small-gun fire, not apparently directed against the aeroplane, was observed along 
the northern end of the ridge of hills west and south-west of the Legation. No 
retaliatory fire w r as observed from the direction of Kabul, nor from the Koh-i-Lula 
forts or the houses west of the Legation, as on previous days. About 150 men were 
seen near Roh-i-Lula, and a column of about 150 men on the Jalalabad road, moving 
south. Otherwise no movements were observed in the Kabul area. Six aeroplanes 
were seen on the aerodrome and three in the air. 

The Kabul wireless station ceased transmission from 8-15 a.m., even to Russian 
stations. Dushambe station called after midday, but received no reply. No 
acknowledgment of Peshawar messages was received either by wireless or telegraph. 
In the afternoon, however, there were two long spells of transmission to Russian 
stations. The Kabul station sent a single message to Peshawar to say that it had 
nothing to transmit. 

The Secretary of State despatched a telegram to the Afghan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the following terms :— 

“His Britannic Majesty’s Government is most anxious to receive news of 
safety of His Majesty’s Legation in Kabul, from which no telegraphic message 
has been received of later date than the 15th December, and regarding which no 
news whatever has been received except in form of brief signals displayed in 
Legation grounds.' His Majesty’s Government urgently request that special 
steps be taken to put them in communication with Legation at once.” 

A copv was also sent to the Afghan Minister in London. 

The Secretary of State telegraphed to His Majesty’s Minister that the French 
and German Governments had asked that he should be instructed to collaborate with 
his French and German colleagues in case it became necessary to evacuate Europeans 
(a very similar request was made shortly after by the Italian Government); that 
action in this sense was left entirely to his discretion, subject to right of British 
subjects to have preference over foreigners where British aeroplanes were concerned, 
and that French Government were being informed that they might rely on him to 
do whatever he could to help his colleagues. These requests also covered assistance 
by the Government of India. 

Saturday, December 22. 

His Majesty’s Minister sent a telegram, which reached India and London the 
same day (the first since the 16th December), saying that he had received a visit 
from two high officials of the Afghan Foreign Office, who had given him permission 
for the Victoria aeroplane (replacing the Hinaidi) to come to Sherpur and 
take away the ladies and children of the Legation (the numbers being four 
Europeans, with three children; four Indians with five children, and four maid¬ 
servants), and asking, as the road to Sherpur was now clear, that the aeroplane 
might be sent the following morning. He added that the pilot and mechanic from 
Sherpur had joined the Legation. His Majesty’s ' Minister also asked that 
arrangements might be made for the subsequent evacuation of some 120 women and 
children of other Legations and foreign colonies, including about fifty Turks and 
thirty-three Germans. 

The Under-Secretary of the Foreign Office also asked that His Majesty’s 
Minister and his staff should move into the hotel in the city for a few 
days, but this was refused. 

His Majesty’s Minister re-established touch with all his colleagues except the 
Soviet Minister during the day, but the main road was under fire and the city had to 
be reached by bypaths through gardens. The Legation grounds continued to be swept 
by rifle fire. 

The daily reconnaissance aeroplane received the following signals and 
messages: “Am receiving Peshawar W/T signals. Come again to-morrow. 
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Do not land. All well.” Signalling by Aldis lamp could not be read. 
The aeroplane was unable to drop a bag, owing to heavy fire below 2,000 feet from 
northernmost building of forts on Koh-i-Lula huls (including that of one small gun), 
from slopes of high ground west and north-west of Legation and from 
north-western slopes of Asmai hills. No movement was observed in the Legation 
grounds and no military formations in Kabul or the neighbourhood. Five 
aeroplanes were seen on the aerodrome. 

The following message was received from the Kabul wireless station, perhaps in 
reply to the Secretary of State’s message: “ British Legation are quite safe and 
in full welfare. Do not be anxious. All messages delivered to-day to British 
Legation. ’ ’ His Majesty’s Minister reported that he received his telegrams from the 
telegraph office at 5 p.m., and then only by sending for them himself, and also that 
his colleagues believed that the Afghan Minister had been deliberately holding up 
all Legation (except Soviet Legation) telegrams in defiance of their treaty rights. 

Sunday, December 23. 

At 5-30 a.m. the ladies and children of the Legation were conveyed under cover 
of darkness to Sherpur Aerodrome, the road being still swept by rifle fire from the 
neighbouring hills during daylight. At 10 a.m. they embarked in the Victoria 
aeroplane and at 11 -30 reached Peshawar safely. 

His Majesty’s Minister reported that all was well in the Legation, but that 
fighting was proceeding. The Government troops had been unable to dislodge the 
tribesmen from the hills south-west of the Legation. The situation generally was 
unchanged. 

The Turkish Ambassador (the doyen) informed His Majesty's Minister that he 
had obtained a promise from the Foreign Minister that the Afghan Government 
would not oppose the evacuation of foreigners from Kabul by British or Russian 
aeroplanes. (From communications made to the Foreign Office by the German and 
Italian Embassies it appears that what actually happened was that the Turkish, 
French, German, Italian and Persian representatives asked the Afghan Government 
to provide transport for the evacuation of foreigners, or else to ask the British and 
Soviet Governments to do so. The Afghan Government replied that they had no 
transport available, and were disinclined to approach the two Governments. They 
would, however, permit British and Russian aeroplanes to land for this purpose.) 

His Majesty’s Minister asked the Government of India to send the Victoria 

S lane back again on the following day to fetch away some of the women and 
•en of the foreign colonies. 

The Victoria brought up a wireless transmitting-set for the Legation. 

Monday, December 24. 

In the evening the Government troops captured a high hill three-quarters of a 
mile south of the Legation after a long bombardment. This hill dominated 
Bagh-i-Bala and the forts on the hills west of the Legation, which were still held by 
Bacha Saqao’s men; the latter were reported to have captured two forts containing 
ammunition at Paghman. Bacha Saqao, by diverting the stream which supplies the 
power for the hydro-electric plant at Jabalsuraj, plunged Kabul into darkness and 
brought the arsenal and all other factories to a standstill. 

His Majesty’s Minister reported that on several occasions he had only expelled 
Government troops from the Legation grounds with great difficulty. Owing to these 
incursions, the grounds had continued to be swept by rifle fire, though there nad been 
no shells for two days. 

Previously, eight of the buildings* had been holed by shells and most of the 
windows by bullets. The tank in the water-tower had been perforated several times 
and plugged under fire. The stables had been knocked to pieces and one horse 
killed. The power house had been struck twice, but the engines were undamaged. 
One Afghan watchman was killed and two wounded. 

The Victoria aeroplane came again to Sherpur in the morning with twelve 
D.H. 9 A’s and took away women and children as follows: 16 Germans, 10 French, 
1 Swiss, 1 Roumanian. The Government of India and His Majesty’s Minister 


* A final examination has shown that the Legation was hit by sixty-two shells and thousands of bullets, 
which did extensive damage. In udditiun to the military attache's house, which was burned, the counsellor’s 
house is uninhabitable. 
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arranged that the aeroplanes should return on the 26th December and subsequent 
days to take away 1 Indian, 3 Italian, 1 American, 9 Persian, 48 Turk and 
16 German women and children who still desired evacuation. 

The telegraph line by Kandahar and Quetta ceased to work. 

The German Embassy communicated to the Foreign Office a telegram from the 
German Minister in Kabul to his Government stating that the dropping of leaflets 
by British aeroplanes had greatly irritated the Afghan Government, who might 
refuse permission for British aeroplanes to fetch away the foreign colonies. The 
telegram added that the Soviet Minister had gained a great ascendancy over the 
Afghan Government as a result of his attitude during the rebellion. 

The Afghan Minister communicated to the Foreign Office the following telegram 
from the Afghan Foreign Minister :— 

“ With reference to your telegram just received (21st December), your 
Excellency is informed that, on account of the revolt of certain turbulent and 
insubordinate sections of the people in the Northern Province, whose hostilities 
continued in the area around His Majesty’s Legation, resulting in the 
interruption of the Legation communications, they were therefore unable to send 
their messages. To-day [? 21st December] the Government forces ejected the 
rebels from the positions surrounding the Legation. All the members of the 
Legation and the Legation itself are quite safe and in the best of health. The 
Legation have now resumed their telegraphic communications with India and 
will soon do the same with London. Please rest assured of the safety and health 
of all the members of the Legation.” 

Tuesday, December 25. 

His Majesty’s Minister reported that the tribesmen had retired during the night 
to the north-west, and that the Legation was now out of the fire-zone. Later, he 
reported that the Government troops claimed to have driven the tribesmen 10 miles 
during the day and that, for the first time since the 14th December the main road 
from the Legation to the city was open to traffic. Bacha Saqao, who was reported to 
have been wounded in the shoulder, had retired to Paghman, 16 miles west of Kabul, 
where he was occupying the King’s summer palace. 

There were indications that the King contemplated retiring to' Kandahar 
(whither the Queen and Queen-Mother had already gone) should the situation become 
worse. 

Northern Department , 

Foreign Office, December 27, 1928. 


[N 6113/210/97] No. 60. 

Government of India to Sir F. Humphrys. 

(No. 489 K.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, December 27,1928. 

KATODON No. 208, 12th December. You have recommended gift of lorries 
to Afghan Government. Matter not yet taken up on account of more urgent matters 
which closely followed after receipt of your telegram. Do you still recommend 
proposed gift"? 

(Repeated to Secretary of State, No. 3050 S, and Viceroy’s Camp.) 


[N 6193/210/97] No. 61. 

Sir F. Humphrys to Government of India. 

(No. 248. Katodon.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, December 29, 1928. 

December 28.—My telegram of the 12th instant No. 208 to Foreign Office. 

So that I may be in a position to answer Government of India’s telegram of 
yesterday No. 489 K, I request that I may be informed what type and how many 
lorries Government of India could spare, and when would they be available ? 
(Repeated to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, London.) 
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[N 6181/5456/97] No. 62. 

Mr. Edmonds to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—{Received December 31.) 

(No. 550.) 

Sir, Constantinople, December 27, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Minister for Foreign Affairs has 
been showing considerable concern over developments in Afghanistan, and I fancy 
that in this he reflects the attitude of the whole Government here. But the Iraq 
Minister told me that he found Tewfik Rushdi Bey went so far as to suspect His 
Majesty’s Government of having fostered the rebellion. Tewfik Rushdi Bey had 
heard the story that Colonel Lawrence had been engaged in sinister activities on 
the North-West Frontier, and no doubt the Soviet authorities have suggested to the 
Turks that His Majesty’s Government are at the bottom of the Afghan trouble. 
In any case, a recent utterance of Mr. Lloyd George appears in the local press as a 
statement to the effect that Great Britain cannot live without war. 

2. Sabih Bey, I believe, tried to disillusion the Foreign Minister, but when I 
spoke to his Excellency a week ago he seemed to think it necessary to expatiate upon 
the advantage His Majesty’s Government had in supporting the present regime in 
Afghanistan. I implied that His Majesty’s Government had no need for any 
advice of this kind, and when I suggested that Turkish influence in Afghanistan 
might with advantage to Turkey be used in a moderating sense, I was amused to 
find Tewfik Rushdi Bey instantly disclaim any practice of meddling in the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan. He was evidently much alarmed at the responsibility the 
Turkish Government have incurred there. He proceeded to ask me to find out from 
India whether Kiazim Pasha’s mission had yet entered Afghanistan, and, if so, 
by what route. The Government of India replied that the mission was due at 
Bombay on the 24th instant, and recommended that it should stay there till the 
situation at Kabul were clearer. I have passed this recommendation on to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. No doubt the fuller information which the Turkish 
Government will receive from its representatives in Afghanistan in course of time 
will enable it to draw a very salutary comparison between the respective attitudes of 
His Majesty’s Government and the Soviet Government. 

I have, &c. 

W. S. EDMONDS. 


[N 35/1/97] No. 63. 

Government of India to the Secretary of State for India. 

(No. 3107 S.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, December 31, 1928. 

KATODON No. 251. Royal Air Force are still engaged at the request of 
foreign Legations in evacuating foreign women and children, a work accompanied 
with risk to their personnel and danger of political embarrassment should a machine 
be forced to land in tribal territory. It seems out of the question, therefore, to allow 
any foreign woman or child to cross our frontier into Afghanistan, even in the | 

direction of Kandahar, until we are satisfied that the situation is restored, even 
should foreign Legations advise to the contrary. His Majesty’s Government will L 

perhaps consider the advisability of explaining our difficulty to the Governments 1 

concerned, and suggesting temporary suspension of passports to women and children. 1 

(Repeated to Kabul, No. 510 K.) | 


o 












